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MARCH 7 - REV. SCOTT ALEXANDER - 10 AM LIVE ZOOM SERVICE 
MAY YOUR PILLOW CATCH FIRE! A SERMON ON EMPATHY  
Empathy (and the lack of it) has arisen as an issue in this year’s Presidential campaign. In addition, recently there was a rather 

startling thought piece in the New York Times entitled “The Trouble with Empathy.” All this 
talk about empathy has caused me to reflect further on this human quality, which I believe is 
spiritually essential for us as Unitarian Universalists.  

This week Rev. Jim Coakley is doing a pulpit swap with Rev. Scott Alexander. Rev. Alexander 
is a seasoned, experienced, and widely-respected Unitarian Universalist minister, who cur-
rently serves the Unitarian Universalist Fellowship of Vero Beach, Florida. He is the author of 
five books and has long been active in the denomination in a variety of capacities. Rev. Alex-
ander is also an endurance athlete and rides his bike every day. After serving in the ministry 
for 47 years, he and his partner of 30+ years will be retiring and moving to Sheboygan, Wis-
consin in July to be closer to family. He is looking forward to helping support the Fellowships 
in Northeast Wisconsin. 

  This is a unique opportunity to attend a live service with other regional UU congregations. After the service we will 
be lead into a UUFDC Members and Friends discussion group. Watch for the Zoom connection link that will be shared with 
you via email on Friday, March 5th. 

MARCH 14 - ESTELLA LAUTER - INTERNATIONAL WOMEN’S DAY CELEBRATION - Service Leader: Carrie Link 
HAVE YOU EVER HEARD OF DR. PAULI MURRAY? 
A black woman author, lawyer, activist and Episcopal priest, she was born in 1910, and is only now be-
ing recognized for her innovative thinking in civil rights law and her extraordinary life story. Murray 
faced tragedy at home and discrimination against her race, gender and sexual orientation, but she be-
came the first African American woman to receive a Doctor of Jurisprudence degree and the first to be 
ordained by the Episcopal Church. Estella will talk about how she managed to prevail over all the forc-
es aligned against her. It was not easy! 

Estella Lauter retired from the UW System in 2004 from UW Oshkosh as Chair of the Department of 
English. In the Eighties and Nineties, however, at UW Green Bay, she taught several courses in African 
American literature and culture without ever encountering Pauli Murray 
in any of the arenas of her extraordinary achievements. She hopes those 
days are gone for good.                                     

  The YouTube playlist will be available by the end of 
the day Friday, March 12th. You can watch the service link 
at any time, no YouTube account is needed. Look out in 
your email on Friday for a link to view the recorded service 
AND a Zoom link to attend a discussion of this service at 
Sunday, 11AM.  

Photograph of Dr. Pauli Murray.      
Dr. Murray sent this photo to Eleanor 
Roosevelt in December 1955.    

Photo Source: FDR Presidential   
Library & Museum 

https://uufdc.org/covid19-sunday-alternatives/
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Our sanctuary and building are closed. 

Our hearts & minds remain open. 

Upcoming MARCH ONLINE Services Continued... 
MARCH 21 - REV. JIM COAKLEY & REV. LEAH ONGIRI 
10 AM LIVE ZOOM SERVICE 
WELCOME SPRING! 
At the vernal or spring equinox, the sun is exactly above the equator. For a handful of hours, day and night are of equal 
length. Instead of winter slamming into summer, spring balances out the transition between the other two more extreme 

seasons. What are the gifts and opportunities of balance? Join us for this all ages service 
from two speakers to help us figure it out! 

Rev. Jim Coakley’s UU roots are grounded in the remarkable story 
of the Fox Valley Unitarian Universalist Fellowship in Appleton, 
Wisconsin. As this congregation grew, so did Jim; initially as a lay 
leader and then a lay minister. Jim graduated from Meadville 
Lombard Theological School in 2015 and was ordained by his be-
loved congregation in 2016. His efforts in helping local UU congre-
gations connect and collaborate are remarkable.  

Rev. Leah Ongiri (previously Hart-Landsberg) is the associate min-
ister at the Fox Valley Unitarian Universalist Fellowship in Apple-

ton, Wisconsin, where she has served since 2012. Originally from Portland, Oregon, she grew up in a 
Jewish and Unitarian Universalist family. She received her Master of Divinity degree from Starr King 
School for the Ministry. She co-edited the Skinner House book Jewish Voices in Unitarian Universal-
ism and is a past president of UUs for Jewish Awareness. Leah lives with her spouse Amy, their four 
children, a high maintenance cat, and an elderly beta fish. 

 This is a unique opportunity to attend a live service with other regional UU congregations. 
After the service we will be lead into a UUFDC Members and Friends discussion group. Watch for 
the Zoom connection link that will be shared with you via email on Friday, March 19th.  

MARCH 28 — DR. KIMBERLY BARRETT — Service Leader: Henk Wolst 
We are honored to have the opportunity to connect again with Dr. Barrett, as she shares a 
message with us on diversity and inclusion. Keep connected with our e-blast for further de-
tails about her message.  

Dr. Kimberly Barrett currently serves as Vice President for Diversity and Inclusion and Associ-
ate Dean of the Faculty at Lawrence University, in Appleton, WI. Dr. Barrett has more than 28 
years of experience providing services to college students, and working with faculty, govern-
ing boards, community members and others to promote learning, student development, di-
versity and social justice. She has presented at regional, national and international confer-
ences, taught at the undergraduate and graduate levels, published articles for professional 
journals and served as a diversity consultant. Throughout her career she has been active in a 
variety of community organizations whose goals relate to achieving social and economic jus-
tice. Recently, Dr. Barrett was listed among the 42 most influential African-Americans in Wis-
consin by Madison365.  Dr. Barrett holds graduate degrees in Psychology and Higher Educa-
tion.                                                                                            

 The YouTube playlist will be available by the end of the day Friday, March 26th. You 
can watch the service link at any time, no YouTube account is needed. Look out in your email on Friday for a link to view 
the recorded service AND a Zoom link to attend a discussion of this service at Sunday, 11AM.   



 

3  

Our Mission  
Guided by the Seven Principles of 
Unitarian Universalism, our 
Door County Fellowship:  

 Celebrates diverse beliefs 

 Inspires spiritual growth, 
intellectual inquiry, and creative 
expression 

 Cares actively for the 
wellbeing of its 
Fellowship family and the larger 
community 

 Practices conscientious 
stewardship of the earth upon 
which all life depends 

 Pursues equality and justice 
for all people 

Governing Board Officers 

President  
Paula Christensen 

president@uufdc.org 

Vice President 
David Studebaker  

Treasurer  
    Henk Wolst  

Secretary  
Anna Knapp 

At-Large Governing Board 
Directors 

Robert Dowling 

Gwenn Graboyes  

Susan Leeder  

For contact information view our 
Fellowship Directory.  Need the 

password? Email contact@uufdc.org 

New to UUFDC?  

Join our mailing list by sending a 

request to contact@uufdc.org 

 

 

 Website: uufdc.org,  

Facebook: facebook.com/uufdc  

President’s Column  

High Tech & High Touch for UUFDC… 

Means of Connecting & Belonging 
by Paula Christensen 

 
Whoever thought that technology would keep us so 
connected during this past year of social distancing 
during a pandemic? Did we ever think we would 
have 71 Members and Friends at our Annual 
Meeting in September on Zoom? Even the least 
proficient of us has managed to learn how to … and 
appreciate … the importance of staying connected 
through technology to enhance our sense of be-
longing.  

As we look toward the future of being inside our 
beloved Fellowship building once again, the Board 
has started to explore upgrading technology for 
UUFDC. Since the pandemic, we have learned how 
important technology is to stay connected. We rec-
ognize that this time apart has changed us. Our con-
nections with each other and the outside world are 
critical to our sense of belonging.  

We had a robust brainstorming session at our last Board meeting to dream about fu-
ture technology wants and needs. We talked about different visions for various Fel-
lowship rooms, ideas for internal communication and those to connect to the outside 
world, implications for new technology (e.g., cost, expertise, time), the idea of Univer-
sal Design, different wants vs. needs, concerns (e.g., Sunday attendance, copyright), 
and benefits we could glean. 

We want your input, too! We will be asking committee chairs about their ideas for in-
ternal audiovisual improvements as well as the importance of connecting to external 
sources. As a participant in Sunday Services and other activities at UUFDC, here are 
some questions we would like you to consider: 

·  What are your ideas for upgrading technology at the Fellowship in the following 
rooms? Sanctuary, Gathering Room, Meeting Room, RE Room 

·  What do you think we need to upgrade for internal events, for what we do in     
person? For Sunday Services? For workshops? For community events? 

·  What do you think we need to upgrade for outreach to external events, for sending 
or receiving live or recorded video programs?  

·  Which of the above ideas are top priorities for you? for UUFDC?  

Connecting and belonging are essential to the fabric of our beloved community. We 
look forward to the time when we can be together in person again. Yet that is not the 
only way we can or will connect and belong in the future. We need alternative ways to 
enhance our experiences to keep us together as a beloved community. Technology is 
one way we can stay connected and reach out to others. Please share your ideas with 
Sara at contact@uufdc.org. 

May we all continue to feel a deep connection and sense of belonging to our UUFDC 
community. 

Namaste. 

https://uufdc.org/directory/
https://uufdc.org/
facebook.com/uufdc
mailto:contact@uufdc.org
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IN MARCH 2008, we were celebrating the purchase of our building!  
GREAT MEMORIES! Thank you Marilyn Hansotia for the photos! 
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SJC NEWS:   
Third Sunday Collections ARE BACK! 
By Lynn Mercurio, Coordinator of Third Sunday         
Collections for the Social Justice Committee  

The Social Justice Committee (SJC) is glad to let you 
know that we are restarting Third Sunday Collections 
and that we can now use the UUFDC online payment 
system (as well as payment by check if you prefer.) The 
best part is that now the “collection” will take place all 
month!  You do not need to wait until the third Sunday 
before you make your contribution.   

In addition, the Social Justice Committee determined 
that for now we would select organizations that can 
address the needs of the pandemic locally while the 
community continues to struggle with this situation.  
We had identified a few organizations via the news-
letter that we thought were particularly helpful to 
meet the needs of our local citizens during the time we 
have “been away” at home.  Now we will identify spe-
cific organizations monthly. 

HELP of Door County was scheduled to be the recipi-
ent of the March 2020 Third Sunday Collection, and 
now will be the March 2021 recipient.  HELP works 
with issues surroundings domestic abuse including 
providing emergency services, groups to address abu-
sive behaviors, youth groups to identify abusive behav-
iors, and supervised child visitation.  They provide an 
invaluable service to our community, especially under 
the stressful circumstances caused by the pandemic. 

To donate, please go to the UUFDC website or send a 
check made out to UUFDC (with HELP in the memo 
line).  Thank you in advance for your generosity al-
ways. 

Program Committee UPDATE 
By Susan Leeder, Program Committee Chair 

The UUFDC Program Committee met in February to re-
view the recent Sunday Service alternatives that are being 
offered virtually to our Members and Friends. It has been 
quite a year as far as producing Sunday Services within 
the limitations the pandemic has imposed on us. At first 
we only able to plan a week or two in advance; recently, 
Sara has been able to schedule speakers as much as 3 
months ahead. Since 2021, we have been scheduling live 
services with Rev. Jim Coakley two times per month.  After 
considerable discussion, we extended that plan to include 
April, May and June.  This decision was based on two very 
practical reasons.  First, it significantly reduces the work-
load for staff and for volunteers.  Secondly, the live ser-
vices seem to meet a need for the portion of the congre-
gation who participate in the virtual Sunday Services and 
discussions.   

Recently, the Executive Committee has invited the Gov-
erning Board to review the possibility of a more formal 
arrangement with the Northeast Wisconsin Consortium 
(which produces the live services with Rev. Jim Coakley).  
In the Program Committee reports to the Board, we have 
shared our concern that this frequent use of a single min-
ister might appear the Program Committee was pro-
moting the idea of a regular ministerial presence, so we 
have limited our scheduling to a few months at a time, 
while monitoring how the Sunday Services are being re-
ceived.  Despite our invitations for feedback, we actually 
hear very little - one way or another. As always, if you 
have thoughts, questions or concerns about Sunday Ser-
vice programming, please reach out to one of us.  Dick 
Smythe, Cyndy Stiehl, Joan Mead, Carol Soper, Jim Black 
or Susan Leeder, committee chair.   

OUR COMMUNITYOUR COMMUNITY  

 

March’s Caring  
Committee  

Go2 Volunteers:  

Jami Hanreddy  

& Trish Black 

Find their contact info in 

the Fellowship directory.  

IN OTHER SJC NEWS: 
By Meg Ziegelmann, SJC Environmental Action Team 
Kudos to the Finance Committee for their recent approval of another step to combat 
climate change.  At the recommendation of the Environmental Action Team of the 
SJC, a Vanguard investment account of $15,000 will be transferred to a Vanguard 
ESG renewable energy account.  The account managers have vetted companies for 
responsible and equitable operational practices and investing in renewable energy.  
This Index Fund (VFTAX), along with a broad offering of similar accounts by various 
investment companies, have grown in popularity following positive returns and are 
certainly worth taking a look at when managing your own investment portfolios.  

https://uufdc.org/donation/
https://uufdc.org/wp-content/uploads/fpg48/current.pdf
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Dickinson Poetry  
MIKE ORLOCK will share 

with us a March Dickinson 
Poetry recording. The re-
cording will be available to 
watch at your convenience 
on and after the night of 
Wednesday, March 10th. 
Keep an eye out for the link 
in our eblasts and/or Face-
book page.  

Mike Orlock is a retired 
high school teacher and 
coach with residences in 
Illinois and Sturgeon Bay. 
He enjoys travel, reading, 
writing, films, and spending 

time with his two sons Chris and Nick and five grand-
daughters (Kapri, Kayla, Rori, Rosie, and Addie Mae). He 
has been married since 1975 to his high school sweet-
heart Liz, who is his best critic and source of information 
and inspiration.  

For twelve years, from 1989 to 2001, he wrote film re-
views for the Reporter-Progress newspapers in suburban 
Chicago and was a contributing member of the Chicago 
Film Critics Association. His short fiction has appeared in 
TriQuarterly, the literary journal of Northwestern Univer-
sity, and Another Chicago Magazine. He has twice been 
honored with Illinois Arts Council Awards for his short 
stories. He came late to writing poetry, inspired by a 
course he took in Learning in Retirement taught by poet 
David Clowers in 2009. His work has appeared online in 
“Your Daily Poem”, the WFOP calendars, Verse Wiscon-
sin, the Los Angeles Times, the Peninsula Pulse, Songs of 
Eretz, Bramble, Soundings and various other venues, in-
cluding the recently published anthology No More Can 
Fit Into the Evening. He won the Wisconsin Writers Asso-
ciation “Jade Ring” award in 2014 and the Wisconsin Fel-
lowship of Poets Muse Award in 2016. He has published 
three collections of poems: You Can Get Here from 
There, Poetry Apocalypse, and Mr. President! He de-
scribes his poetry as “light verse with a topical twist.” 
and subjects include family, his dogs, travel, Door Coun-
ty, politics, word play, and poetry itself. “I like poems 
that are clever and accessible, profound in a funny or 
poignant way, and I try to write poems that are fun to 
read or think about.” 

UU Book Club 
By Lynn Mercurio, Coordinator 

On Wednesday, March 
3, from 1 – 3 pm, we 
will be discussing The 
Tattooist of Auschwitz 
by Heather Morris.  A 
novel based on a true 
story takes you into 
the Nazi concentration 
camp and tells the sto-
ry of two prisoners 
who find love in the 
while living in the hor-
ror of Auschwitz.  “A 

touching and redemptive tale of love and selflessness.”  
Cindy Nelson will lead the discussion of this amazing and 
touching true story. 

For our April meeting on Wednesday, April 7, we will be 
reading The Unaccustomed Earth by Jhumpa Lahiri.       
This is a collection of short stories considering the lives of 
Bengali Americans.  Our discussion leader will be Jami 
Hanreddy. 

If you are not a current member of the UUFDC book club 
and would like to join … or join the discussion of either of 
these books … please let me know; we would love to have 
you join us. 

OPPORTUNITIES TO LEARN & GROW OPPORTUNITIES TO LEARN & GROW  

Inter-UU Fellowship Connection Activities for March 2021 

The regional UU Fellowship consortium invites us to join them in vari-

ous activities during March. The Fellowships in Fond du Lac, Green 

Bay, and Stevens Point are happy to have us participate in their activ-

ities such as: 

Book discussion (Wednesday, March 10 @ 7pm) 

TED talks and conversation (Friday, March 19th @ 7 and 8:30pm) 

Movie discussion (Tuesday, March 16th @ 7 and 8:30pm) 

Daily check-in (Mon-Fri @ 5:30pm) 

Go to the Open Circle UU Fellowship (Fond du Lac) calendar 

https://www.ocuuf.org/calendar.php?

calMonth=3&calYear=2021 for the March calendar and click 

on an event of interest. A pop-up window will describe the 

event and give you the Zoom link to attend.  

We hope you will try these out, meet new people, and have some 

fun!! Thanks to their consortium for being so welcoming to us. Enjoy! 

https://www.facebook.com/uufdc
https://www.facebook.com/uufdc
https://www.ocuuf.org/calendar.php?calMonth=3&calYear=2021
https://www.ocuuf.org/calendar.php?calMonth=3&calYear=2021
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UU Update  

Mailed Subscription: $15 per year 

Emailed Subscription: No charge 

 

Unitarian Universalist Fellowship of Door County 

10341 Water Street (Hwy 42) Ephraim 

Mailing address: 

PO Box 587, Ephraim, WI 54211 

Phone: (920) 854-7559 

Email: contact@uufdc.org 

Web page: www.uufdc.org 

March Calendar of Events 

For the most up-to-date calendar,  

please go to:  

https://uufdc.org/events-calendar/  

Sun Mon Tue Wed Thu Fri Sat 

 

 

1  2 3   Book Club                 

1-3 PM 

 

 4  

 

5 Sunday Service   

Video Links Launch! 

6  
 

 

 

7 

 

8  9 

 

 

10 Dickinson Poetry 

Video Links 
Launched!  

11 
 

 

 

12 Sunday Service   

Video Links Launch! 

 

 

13 
 

14    Pre-Recorded 
 
 

15 

 

16 

 

 

17 

 

 

 

18 

 

 

19  Sunday Service   

Video Links Launch! 

 

 

20   

 

21 

 
 
 

22    23 
 

 24  

 

 

25  26 Sunday Service   

Links Launch! 

 

 

27 

 

 

 

28 Pre-Recorded 

 

 

 

29 

 
 

30 

 

 

31 

 

 

    

     LIVE ZOOM     
10 AM SUNDAY 

SERVICE  
Rev. Jim Coakley 

LIVE ZOOM  10 AM 
SUNDAY SERVICE 
Rev. Scott Alexander 

SUNDAY SERVICE 

Estella Lauter  

11AM Zoom Discussion  

SUNDAY SERVICE  
Dr. Kimberly Barrett  

11AM Zoom Discussion  

Check your email, or our website, or FB for details 

Check your email, or 

our website, or Face-

book for details 

Gov. Board 
Mtg. 6-8PM 
 

Coffee &  
Conversation      
10:30 AM on Zoom 

Check your email, or 

our website, or Face-

book for details 

Happy Birthday to those celebrating in March: 

5 DAVE VERMILLION; 7 RICH DIRKS; 11 MARILYN HANSOTIA; 14 MONA SIMPSON, AL WITTENKELLER; 16 JAY DICKSON;     

18 RICHARD SCHULTZ, ELLEN SHAHBAZI; 19 SANDRA DIRKS; 20 TOM TOERPE; 21 VICKI ASH; 22 TOM SCHROEDER;             

24 KAREN ERIKSSON; 26 JUDY WITTENKELLER; 28 BEN SCHROEDER; 30 ADRIA DOWLING; 31 JACQUIE POLZIN 

True Belonging. Be vulnerable. Get Uncomfortable.  

Be present with people without sacrificing who you are. - Brene Brown 

mailto:contact@uufdc.org
http://www.uufdc.org
https://uufdc.org/events-calendar/

