April 2021
Volume 25, Issue 4

UNITARIAN UNIVERSALIST

FELLOWSHIP

OF DOOR
COUNTY

Upcoming April ONLINE Services

Our weekly Sunday Service alternatives are archived on our website: https://uufdc.org/covid19-sunday-alternatives/

APRIL 4 — Rev. Jim Coakley — Rolling Back the Stone — 10 AM LIVE ZOOM SERVICE
The Christian Easter story tells us of angels intervening to roll back the stone covering the tomb of Jesus of Nazareth, thus
releasing the resurrection. This metaphor of death and rebirth has a modern corollary in the
struggles against the current opioid crisis. Local efforts to roll back the stone of addiction and
bring recovering addicts back to a sustainable life are happening heroically throughout our
communities, yet few of us are actually aware.
Rev. Jim Coakley’s UU roots are grounded in the remarkable story of the Fox Valley Unitarian
Universalist Fellowship in Appleton, Wisconsin. As this congregation grew, so did Jim; initially as
a lay leader and then a lay minister. Jim graduated from Meadville Lombard Theological School
in 2015 and was ordained by his beloved congregation in 2016. His efforts in helping local UU
congregations connect and collaborate are remarkable.
 This is a unique opportunity to attend a live service with other regional UU congregations. After the service we will be lead into a UUFDC Members and Friends discussion group. Watch for the Zoom connection
link that will be shared with you via email on Friday, April 2nd.

APRIL 11 — Dick Smythe — Do You Believe in Miracles? — Service Leader: Marilyn Hansotia
I will not be discussing Biblical miracles. In fact, this will not be a semantic, theological, or philosophical discussion in any way, shape or form. I will share 4 true stories - stories about 4 dogs
that defy any explanation known to me. You are invited to listen, enjoy, and explain the events
any way you wish. Maybe you will end up calling them miracles!
Dick Smythe is an entomologist retired from the research division of the US Forest Service. Throughout his life he has maintained two dominant interests: first, his fascination with the natural world –
our non-human environment and endless source of wonder; second, his abiding interest in religion/
theology – a subject of continuing education and
challenge.
 The YouTube playlist will be available by the end of the day Friday,
April 9th. You can watch the service link at any time, no YouTube account
is needed. Look out in your email on Friday for a link to view the recorded
service AND a Zoom link to attend a discussion of this service at Sunday,
11AM.
Included in the service’s playlist will be a video slideshow of beloved dogs
of our Members and Friends. If you would like a photo of your pup and/or
your pup’s name included in April 11th’s service, please send Sara your
photo by Tuesday, April 6th to contact@uufdc.org

A picture of our late founding member Phyle Mielke and her pup in 1956 to get us started 
1

Continued on next page...

Upcoming MARCH ONLINE Services Continued...
APRIL 18 — Rev. Jim Coakley — Encouraging Spiritual Growth — 10 AM LIVE ZOOM SERVICE

Our 3rd principle lifts up
"acceptance of one another
and spiritual growth in our congregations".
Let us revisit what this means as our congregations
become increasingly more diverse theologically.
 This is a unique opportunity to attend a live service with other regional UU congregations. After the service we will
be lead into a UUFDC Members and Friends discussion group. Watch for the Zoom connection link that will be shared with
you via email on Friday, April 16th.
APRIL 25 — Rev. Karon Sandberg — Divinity Lies in the Actions of Our Shadow Self — Service Leader: Cyndy Stiehl
Carl Jung identified the Shadow Self to be the parts of ourselves we are too ashamed to show
others. Yet, by doing so we are not fully ourselves and ultimately can cause damage to ourselves. What might happen if we bring our shadow out of the darkness? Is it possible that
divinity and holiness can be found there? Join us as we look honestly at the purpose and value
of our shadow sides.
Rev. Karon Sandberg is a hospice chaplain who finds great meaning in her work and learns
from her patients how to live life more fully. She was ordained by the Fox Valley UU Fellowship
and serves them as a community minister. She and her partner, Joel, have been married for
over 30 years. They are enjoying their empty nest and the opportunity to explore new places
and activities as they enter this new phase of life.
 The YouTube playlist will be available by the end of the day Friday, April 23rd. You can
watch the service link at any time, no YouTube account is needed. Look out in your email on
Friday for a link to view the recorded service AND a Zoom link to attend a discussion of this
service at Sunday, 11AM.

Our role in life is to bring
the light of our own souls
to the dim places around us.
-Sister Joan Chittister

Our sanctuary and building are closed.
Our hearts & minds remain open.
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Our Mission
Guided by the Seven Principles of
Unitarian Universalism, our
Door County Fellowship:
 Celebrates diverse beliefs
 Inspires spiritual growth,
intellectual inquiry, and creative
expression
 Cares actively for the
wellbeing of its
Fellowship family and the larger
community
 Practices conscientious
stewardship of the earth upon
which all life depends
 Pursues equality and justice
for all people

Governing Board Officers
Acting President
David Studebaker
president@uufdc.org
Vice President
David Studebaker
Treasurer
Henk Wolst
Secretary
Anna Knapp

At-Large Governing Board
Directors
Robert Dowling
Gwenn Graboyes
Susan Leeder
For contact information view our
Fellowship Directory. Need the
password? Email contact@uufdc.org

New to UUFDC?
Join our mailing list by sending a
request to contact@uufdc.org

Website: uufdc.org,
Facebook: facebook.com/uufdc
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President’s Column

Leadership Change & Save the Date
by David Studebaker, Vice President

As notified in Friday’s congregational eblast, Paula Christensen has submitted
her resignation as UUFDC Board President
as of April 1, 2021.

Than
k you
Paula
!

The Board appreciates Paula’s leadership
and dedication during this challenging
time of the COVID-19 pandemic. She has
generously shared her 30+ years of experience serving as a dedicated Unitarian
Universalist. The hard work and courage
Paula generously shared with us is a
treasured gift to this Fellowship.

As Vice President, I will assume the role of Acting President until our new officers are installed as of July 1, 2021.
The Board will see that the work of the congregation continues; such as budget
approval, pledge drive, and the 2021 Annual Meeting, as well as decisions
about re-opening our building. Speaking of re-opening discussions...

Please save the date for the next Town Hall Meeting
April 8, 6:30 - 7:30 PM
to hear about the annual pledge drive and resuming in-person
UUFDC services and activities. Send your questions and comments
regarding re-opening IN ADVANCE by April 5 to Cindy Nelson (her
contact info is listed in the directory). We believe many of you have
questions, and possibly the same questions. If we hear from you in
advance, we can make sure all concerns are brought up.
May we look forward to the pandemic subsiding and re-opening
possibilities of the future!

OUR COMMUNITY

Your Pledge – “A Shot in the Arm”
By Henk Wolst, Fellowship Treasurer
After a long March, April always puts a spring in my step.
Today, that spring in my step is focused on sharing news
of this year’s Pledge Drive – which we’re calling “A Shot in
the Arm.”
“The Shot in the Arm” has seemingly turned the viral tide
that for over a year has witnessed our behavior – individual and collective – change in innumerable ways. Your
pledge – your “Shot in the Arm” for our beloved UUFDC –
can turn the tide and help us to gradually – in this year –
move toward a sense of normalcy at UUFDC. Talk about a
change. After over a year!
And with that change will come a reawakened enthusiasm
“to do stuff.” In-person services. Workshops. Aid to local
organizations, be they social action, environmental, “good
deed” or whatever. Technology. Movies that Matter.
Building improvements. Etc. Don’t know when – but they
will all come back. And we will need to ensure that we
are adequately funded to allow them not only to come
back, but to thrive. We’re all so eager.
Point is, we need your “Shot in the Arm” to provide to our
Fellowship the antidote to our past pandemic-imposed
semi-somnambulant state. We are about to reawaken.
This spring, more than any previous spring, we are on the
cusp of turning over a new leaf.
You’ll soon receive a pledge letter with a pledge form you
can use to make your pledge commitment. Then, when
you’re ready to make a payment, you can send a check or
go to the website to use our new on-line giving
platform. We’ve made it easier than ever to give. And we
appreciate your pledge of any amount to support our beloved UUFDC.
Won’t you help by making your pledge soon. And put a
spring in your step!
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Reconnect and Reaffirm
as Unitarian Universalists
Sponsored by
Lifespan Education Committee (Karen Studebaker) and
Membership Committee (Peggy Lott)
Based on the interest survey results from last fall, several
UUFDC Members and Friends were interested in a program
on UU Beliefs and Theology. Rev. Jim Coakley graciously
agreed to work with us on this offering. So join us for interesting discussions on two evenings in April!
Most of us were not born into Unitarian Universalism but came into it
later in life. As a result, it often takes
years for we “come-inners” to fully
connect with our proud heritage and
our unique calling to fully engage
and contribute. If you are in that
group or even a lifelong UU, join us
as we explore these topics over two
sessions in April.
The first session titled "Reconnect"
on April 20 at 7:00 PM provides a
brief overview of our long history,
yet focuses on a few key moments
and people who were most influential.
The second session called "Reaffirm"
on April 27 at 7:00 PM considers the
ways in which we are called to live
our faith today. Each session is planned for 1 1/2 hours,
which includes small group discussion. Please check the Fellowship upcoming e-blasts for the event’s zoom link to reconnect and reaffirm as Unitarian Universalists and our
Fellowship. Feel free to join us for one or both evenings.

OUR COMMUNITY
April Third Sunday Collection:
UUFDC Scholarship
By Jami Hanreddy & Lynn Mercurio, Coordinator of Third
Sunday Collections for the Social Justice Committee

CASTE: SJC Book Recommendation
By Jami Hanreddy , Social Justice Committee Writer
The SJC would like to bring your attention to CASTE, a wonderful book by Isabel Wilkerson, the Pulitzer prize-winning author
of THE WARMTH OF OTHER SUNS. In this brilliant book,
Wilkerson gives us a masterful portrait of an unseen phenomenon in America as she explores, through an immersive, deeply
researched narrative and stories about real people, how America today and throughout its history has been shaped by a hidden caste system, a rigid hierarchy of human rankings. One
reviewer exclaimed, “As we go about our daily lives, caste is
the wordless usher in a darkened theater, flashlight cast down
in the aisles, guiding us to our assigned seats for a performance. The hierarchy of caste is not about feelings or morality. It is about power—which groups have it and which do
not.”
The Baileys Harbor Library will host a discussion of this book on
April 7 (look for the link on the Door County Library website
calendar). And the SJC hopes to sponsor a deeper discussion of
this book when our snowbirds return from parts south and
west. So get your copy now and get ready to have your socks
knocked clean off! (NOTE: For those who prefer, the audible
book is read beautifully and is definitely anything but boring!)

April’s Caring
Committee
Go2 Volunteer:
Cindy Nelson
Find contact info in the
Fellowship directory.
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Now that we have had our first virtual Third Sunday Collection (in March for HELP of Door County), we hope everyone
is comfortable with the new process to contribute either
online or by mail. NOW, in April, we will be collecting for
our own annual Social Justice UUFDC Scholarship award.
We look forward to awarding a $1000 scholarship to a graduating senior from Door county to be
used toward their second semester
tuition in an academic or certified
skill-based training program. Promoting the work of social justice
among our young people is something this Fellowship has successfully
supported for years, so please continue your generosity and we look
forward to announcing the winner in
May.
To donate, please go to the UUFDC website or send a check
made out to UUFDC (with Scholarship in the memo line).
Thank you in advance for your generosity always.
If you would like to nominate a not-for-profit local organization for Third Sunday Collection that is helping Door
County meet the needs of residents trying to weather the
economic effects of the Covid crisis, please go to the Third
Sunday Collection page UUFDC website: https://
uufdc.org/third-sunday-collection/ There you will find information on nominating an organization and suggestions
of how to promote the organization if it is selected (preCovid style). The SJC looks forward to seeing YOUR
nominations!

The Story of the
Traveling Soup Bowl
Poem by Trish Black

Two Groups
Sharing Soup
Bringing warmth & love,
Connection and affection.
Soup made & given
Delivered and driven.

Eleven households shared
Original recipes and proven treasures
Julia Child, The Times, Magazine Classics
Each served in equal measure
Strengthening our bonds
and showing we care
All through the gift of soup.

OPPORTUNITIES TO LEARN & GROW
UU Book Club
By Lynn Mercurio, Coordinator (with Jami’s Help!)
Spring is springing! Our next meeting is Wednesday, April 7, from 1-3 to discuss Unaccustomed
Earth by Jhumpa Lahiri. Jami Hanreddy recommended this book and will be leading our conversation about this book, a selection of short stories. “Unaccustomed Earth is a collection of eight
stand-alone short stories that detail the experiences of Indian immigrants, primarily those in America. When taken together, the final three stories form a novella.” Short stories are a departure
from our usual fare, but one that I look forward to. We are still meeting via Zoom for now, so let
me know if you are not a member of the book club and the link will be sent to you. Please plan to
join us the first Wednesday in April!
And May 5 will bring us the book Before We Were Yours by Lisa Wingate, just in case you want to
read ahead.

Inter-UU Fellowship Connection Activities for April 2021
The fellowships in Fond du Lac, Green Bay, and Stevens Point are happy to have us participate in their April inter-fellowship
small group discussions with their monthly theme, “Flourishing Together.” Go to the Open Circle UU Fellowship (Fond du Lac)
calendar https://www.ocuuf.org/calendar.php?calMonth=3&calYear=2021 for the April calendar and click on an event of
interest. A pop-up window will describe the event and give you the Zoom link to attend.
Book Discussions:
A Promised Land by Barak Obama
A Promised Land is extraordinarily intimate and introspective — the story of one man’s bet with history, the faith of a community organizer tested on the world stage. Obama is candid about the balancing act of running for office as a Black American,
bearing the expectations of a generation buoyed by messages of “hope and change,” and meeting the moral challenges of high
-stakes decision-making. He is frank about the forces that opposed him at home and abroad, open about how living in the
White House affected his wife and daughters, and unafraid to reveal self-doubt and disappointment. Yet he never wavers from
his belief that inside the great, ongoing American experiment, progress is always possible.
1st Session - Wednesday, April 14 @ 7:00 PM – Parts 1-3
2nd Session - Wednesday, April 28 @ 7:00 PM – Parts 4-7
Movie Discussion: Bending the Arc Thursday, April 22, @ 7:00 PM only (available on Netflix)
Dr. Paul Farmer, Dr. Jim Yong Kim, activist Ophelia Dahl, Todd McCormack, and investor Thomas White began a movement in
the 1980s that changed global health forever. Bending the Arc tells their story. In 1983, three young people barely out of their
teens began a public health revolution by treating patients who had been abandoned by the health establishment. The community health model they developed to treat diseases like tuberculosis & HIV/AIDS has saved millions of lives in the developing
world. Their fight for universal health equity became a global battle in the highest halls of power for the right to health for all.
Let’s Talk: With - An Idea for Human Flourishing Friday, April 9 @ 7:00 PM only
No preparation required; just join the Zoom link to view and discuss the video. (In case you can’t wait, the YouTube video link
is provided above). Humans flourish when we recognize the "super power" in each of us and come together to relieve injustice with, not for, others. Our participation in collaboration is transformational: it affirms human dignity and stimulates ideas
that bring about flourishing. Phillip Demond Fletcher is the founder and director of CoHO, and the founder of Think-Love-Act,
non-profit organizations in Conway, AR. Phillip frequently speaks and writes on issues concerning the local church, leadership,
and social justice. He holds an M.A. in Theology from Liberty University and is currently pursuing a Ph.D. in Organizational
Leadership at Regent University.
Daily Check-in: Connect and chat for 30 minutes with other Unitarian Universalists. Weeknights @ 5:30 PM
Thank you to the consortium for being so welcoming to us. Enjoy!
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UU Update
Mailed Subscription: $15 per year
Emailed Subscription: No charge
Unitarian Universalist Fellowship of Door County
10341 Water Street (Hwy 42) Ephraim
Mailing address:

April Calendar of Events

PO Box 587, Ephraim, WI 54211

For the most up-to-date calendar,

Phone: (920) 854-7559

please go to:

Email: contact@uufdc.org

https://uufdc.org/events-calendar/

Web page: www.uufdc.org

Sun

Mon

Tue

Wed

All events held
virtually on Zoom
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11 Pre-Recorded

13

12

11AM Zoom Discussion

11AM Zoom Discussion

1

2 Sunday Service

3

8
Town Hall Mtg
6:30 PM

9 Sunday Service

14

15

16

10

Video Links Launch!
Check your email, or
our website, or Facebook for details
Sunday Service

17

Video Links Launch!

Dick Smythe

SUNDAY SERVICE
Rev. Karon Sandberg

Sat

1-3 PM

7 Book Club

SUNDAY SERVICE

LIVE ZOOM
10 AM SUNDAY
SERVICE
Rev. Jim Coakley
25 Pre-Recorded

Fri
Video Links Launch!
Check your email, or
our website, or Facebook for details

4
5
LIVE ZOOM 10 AM
SUNDAY SERVICE
Rev. Jim Coakley

18

Thu

19

20

Gov. Board
Mtg. 6-8PM

Coffee &
Conversation
10:30 AM

21

22

27 Reaffirm

23 Sunday Service

24

Links Launch!
Check your email, or
our website, or Facebook for details

Reconnect
Lifespan Edu.
Workshop 7PM

26

Check your email, or our
website, or FB for details

28

Lifespan Edu.
SJC Meeting
Workshop 7PM
1-3 PM

29

30 Sunday Service
Links Launch!
Check your email, or
our website, or Facebook for details

Happy Birthday:
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4 Karin Kopischke; 5 Carolyn Zahn-Waxler; 6 Gail Jacobs, Melissa Utschig; 7 Dale Goodner; 9 Peter Conroy;
11 Joan Mead; 12 Mary Mitchell; 13 Jack Travis; 15 Bruce Nelson; 23 Lois Mackinney; 26 Carol DeGutis, Pat Mead;
27 Cynthia DeLaMer; 30 Ellie Kaage

