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UNITARIAN UNIVERSALIST  FELLOWSHIP OF DOOR  

COUNTY 

Upcoming May ONLINE Services 
Our weekly Sunday Service alternatives are archived on our website:  https://uufdc.org/covid19-sunday-alternatives/ 

Continued on next page... 

  

MAY 2  — Rev. Roger Bertschausen —  Why Theology Matters — 10 AM LIVE ZOOM SERVICE  
The landmark report of the UUA’s Commission on Institutional Change, Widening the Circle of Concern, lifts 
up the importance of theology in our anti-racism/anti-oppression work. That may be surprising to many. Why 
is theology important? 

Rev. Roger Bertschausen is the Interim Minister at First Unitarian Society in Madison. He previously served as 
the Senior Minister at the Fox Valley UU Fellowship and as Executive Director of the UU Partner Church   
Council.  

 This is a unique opportunity to attend a live service with other regional UU congregations. After the 
service we will be lead into a UUFDC Members and Friends discussion group. Watch for the Zoom connection 
link that will be shared with you via email on Friday, April 30th. 

MAY 9 — POETRY SUNDAY: On the Pandemic — Service Leeder: Estella Lauter  
In keeping with our springtime tradition of presenting original poetry from UUFDC Members and 
Friends, twelve poets will present poems written in response to the pandemic during 2020 and 
2021. The poets express both highs and lows of their experiences and offer insights relevant to 
present and future strategies for coping with the virus, engaging the head, the hand and the 
heart in their words. The poets, in the order of their poems, include Larry Eriksson, Jack Redell, 
Mark Richards, David Clowers, Sharon Auberle, Estella Lauter, Ethel Davis, Jami Hanreddy, Donna 
Johnson, Nancy Rafal and Ralph Murre. Some of them will be present at the Zoom discussion led 
by Estella Lauter at 11:00 on May 9th. They hope you will be inspired to share your own experi-
ences of the pandemic.  

 The YouTube playlist will be available by the end of the day Friday, May 7th. You can watch the service link at any time, no YouTube 
account is needed. Look out in your email on Friday for a link to view the recorded service AND a Zoom link to attend a discussion of this 
service at Sunday, 11AM.   

MAY 16 — Rev. Jim Coakley — 10 AM LIVE ZOOM SERVICE — Topic TBA 
Rev. Jim Coakley’s UU roots are grounded in the remarkable story of the Fox Valley Unitarian Universalist 
Fellowship in Appleton, Wisconsin. As this congregation grew, so did Jim; initially as a lay leader and then a 
lay minister. Jim graduated from Meadville Lombard Theological School in 2015 and was ordained by his 
beloved congregation in 2016. His efforts in helping local UU congregations connect and collaborate are 
remarkable.  

 This is a unique opportunity to attend a live service with other regional UU congregations. After the 
service we will be lead into a UUFDC Members and Friends discussion group.  
Watch for the Zoom connection link that will be shared with you via email on Friday, May 14th. 

https://uufdc.org/covid19-sunday-alternatives/
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Our sanctuary and building are closed. 

Our hearts & minds remain open. 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
  

 

Upcoming MAY ONLINE Services Continued... 
MAY 23 — Rev. Joan Shiels — Margo Was Right — Service Leader:  Jim Black  
Thoreau said “Every time something is gained, something is lost.” When it comes to growing old, it’s easy to 
see what is lost but sometimes hard to realize what is gained. Some notes on the good, the bad and the fabu-
lous, with thanks to Margo Warch. 

Rev. Joan Shiels is a long-time friend and frequent speaker at our Fellowship. Interested in what it takes to be a 
good human being, she is always looking for help in that endeavor so she can try to use it and then pass it 
along. 

 The YouTube playlist will be available by the end of the day Friday, May 21st. You can watch the service 
link at any time, no YouTube account is needed. Look out in your email on Friday for a link to view the record-
ed service AND a Zoom link to attend a discussion of this service at Sunday, 11AM.   

MAY 30 — Rev. Karen Hering — The Light at the Tip of the Candle — Service Leader:  Henk Wolst  
Buddhist teacher and activist Thich Nhat Hanh has called veterans “the light at the tip of the candle,” illumi-
nating our shared search for peace through their own efforts to transform the painful realities of war into 
awareness, understanding and compassion. On the Sunday before Memorial Day, Rev. Karen Hering from Unity 
Church-Unitarian, St. Paul, MN, will consider the healing and the promise of peace that can be discovered by 
the light of that candle. 

Rev. Karen Hering serves as consulting literary minister at Unity Church-Unitarian, in St. Paul, MN, and is the 
author of Writing to Wake the Soul: opening the sacred conversation within. She leads retreats and programs 
for writers and non-writers alike. For more information, visit: www.karenhering.com. 

 The YouTube playlist will be available by the end of the day Friday, May 28th. You can watch the service 
link at any time, no YouTube account is needed. Look out in your email on Friday for a link to view the recorded 
service AND a Zoom link to attend a discussion of this service at Sunday, 11AM.   

May I have the courage today 
To live the life that I would love 

To postpone my dream no longer 
But to do at last what I came here for 
And waste my heart on fear no more. 

--John O'Donohue 

 
 
 
 
 

http://www.karenhering.com/
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Our Mission  
Guided by the Seven Principles of 
Unitarian Universalism, our 
Door County Fellowship:  

 Celebrates diverse beliefs 

 Inspires spiritual growth, 
intellectual inquiry, and creative 
expression 

 Cares actively for the 
wellbeing of its 
Fellowship family and the larger 
community 

 Practices conscientious 
stewardship of the earth upon 
which all life depends 

 Pursues equality and justice 
for all people 

Governing Board Officers 

Acting President  
David Studebaker  

president@uufdc.org 

Vice President 
David Studebaker  

Treasurer  
    Henk Wolst  

Secretary  
Anna Knapp 

At-Large Governing Board 
Directors 

Robert Dowling 

Gwenn Graboyes  

Susan Leeder  

For contact information view our 
Fellowship Directory.  Need the 

password? Email contact@uufdc.org 

New to UUFDC?  

Join our mailing list by sending a 

request to contact@uufdc.org 

 

 

 Website: uufdc.org,  

Facebook: facebook.com/uufdc  

President’s Column  

Uncertainty versus Certainty 
by David Studebaker, Acting President  

 
Certainty:  

the state of being free from doubt; may emphasize a 
faith in something not needing or not capable of 

proof. 

Uncertainty:  
refers to situations involving imperfect or unknown 

information; applies to situations where there is more 
than one possible outcome, each with their own 

probability. 

 
Life is full of certainties and uncertainties. I am sure spring is coming, flowers will bloom, we 
will have sunshine and rain and snow come again. However, tomorrow’s supper menu, next 
week’s weather, how long I will live are all uncertainties. 

Often it seems the ratios of certainty and uncertainty are not well balanced. Looking back, 
2019 probably felt like it contained a reasonable proportion of certainties in our lives. Then 
came 2020 and everything turned topsy-turvy; uncertainty took over our lives. 

Although a minority seem to thrive on uncertainty, most of us prefer a reasonable ration of 
uncertainty, the freedom to make choices. But more often than not, we prefer a preponder-
ance of certainty in our lives. We want to know we will wake up safe, have food on the table, 
family and friends we can depend on, that we will be sheltered. 

How should we deal with times like “The Year of COVID” when the uncertainties significantly 
outweigh the certainties? Focus on those things that remain certain and the ones we can con-
trol. Share love with family and friends. Soak in the beauty of sunrises and sunsets, the infinite 
cloud patterns overhead, the stars on a clear night. Closely inspect a flower blossom, caress the 
bark of a tree, carefully listen to the noises of your neighborhood. Eat slowly and savor each 
bite.  Allow your deep experiencing of what is certain and wonderful help you hold the uncer-
tainties at bay, at least for a little while each day. 

Photo by Marilyn Hansotia 

UUFDC Invests in ESG Fund 
by Henk Wolst, Treasurer  
Responding to a presentation by Meg Ziegelmann and Gwenn Graboyes, representing the 
Environmental Justice Action Team (JAT), the Finance Committee has elected to reallocate 
funds from the Vanguard Federal Money Market Fund to the Vanguard FTSE Social Index Fund 
(VFTAX).  ESG is an acronym for Environmental, Social and Governance.  It describes funds 
that invest in accordance with Socially Responsible Investing (SRI) guidelines.  The Vanguard 
Fund into which monies were transferred is an index fund of 500 domestic US stocks which 
excludes companies that: 

 Produce alcohol, tobacco, gambling or adult entertainment. 
 Product civilian, controversial and/or conventional weapons. 
 Provide nuclear power.  
 Do not meet certain diversity criteria. 
 Have violations of labor rights, human rights, anti-corruption and/or environmental      
                 standards as defined by UN Global Compact Principles.  
 Own proved or probably reserves in fossil fuels such as coal, oil or gas. 

The transfer took place effective 13 April 2021, reports Henk Wolst, Treasurer.  “We can be 
very proud to have reallocated some of our assets into a fund meeting certain socially 
responsible criteria.”   

https://uufdc.org/directory/
https://uufdc.org/
facebook.com/uufdc
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May’s Third Sunday Social Justice    
Collection  by Jane Wise  
NDCC (Northern Door Children’s Center) in Sister Bay is a 
501(c3) not-for-profit organization providing high quality 
care and education for children ages six weeks to 11 
years, and is the only licensed group early-care facility in a 
30-mile radius of northern Door. In addition to early child 

care, NDCC provides a preschool for 3-year olds and a licensed 4K (pre-Kindergarten) pro-
gram for 4-year olds. Their ‘Camp Cool’ program provides after-school care for Gibraltar 
elementary students and a summer program open to all residents 5-11 years of age. 

At the start of the COVID Pandemic, NDCC made the conscious decision to do whatever was 
necessary to remain open. Moreover, NDCC was designated an essential service for families 
who live and work here at the many hotels, resorts, restaurants, retail establishments, gro-
cery stores, retirement communities, schools and health facilities. NDCC had to make exten-
sive changes in a very short period of time. These changes involved extra costs for supplies 
of PPE, disinfectant, and an increase in staff hours to accommodate training, new daily sani-
tation procedures, and new procedures for limiting the number of adults coming into the 
building for arrival and pick-up of the children.  

In addition, NDCC set aside portions of the money given by generous donors to be used to 
help families and staff members who were negatively financially impacted by the pandemic. 
Families and staff in need of food received grocery store gift cards, and funds to help with 
car repairs, household expenses, and extra child-care scholarship dollars.  Whatever a family 
or staff needed in order to survive, the Center offered as much assistance as possible. 

NDCC is very grateful to every person who has gone above and beyond with donations of 
hard-earned resources. The pandemic is not over, however, and NDCC continues to seek 
financial donations. Please consider a financial gift to make it possible for NDCC to remain 
open and provide high quality early care and education without interruption.  

To donate, please go to the UUFDC website or send a check made out to UUFDC 
(with NDCC in the memo line).  Thank you in advance for your generosity always. 

The Light at the End of the Tunnel 
by Trish Black, Caring Committee Chair 

The light at the end of the tunnel is beginning to come into focus as the vaccines roll out and new cases begin to diminish.  We begin to 
breathe that collective sigh of relief and hope like heck the light at the end of the tunnel is not the proverbial freight train.  It is hard to   

believe we have been holding our breath for over a year.  As we plodded through this last year with heads 
down and shoulders pushing through the weight of it all, we did what we had to do to get through and held 
our anxiety and fear at bay.  As the glimmer of hope begins to appear on the horizon, I find myself feeling 
overwhelmed by the emotions that I had carefully repressed and questioning how do we step out and stay 
safe.  I vacillate between jumping for joy and hiding under a rock. 

In a recent article I read, the metaphor of a turtle was used to help us see how to poke our heads out and 
survey the landscape and retreat inside to stay safe.  As we slowly emerge from this pandemic, we can look 
at the experiences we enjoyed pre-pandemic and determine how we can cautiously and carefully reintegrate 
them into our lives.  We each need to determine what brings us the greatest joy and how we can step SAFELY 
into that space based on what science tells us.  Linda Graham, an expert on resilience says this,  

“Recovering what we used to do, maybe took for granted, now motivated by what brings the 
most meaning, the most joy, the most aliveness.  Opening up consciously and cautiously 

feeling our way to safety and connection, taking the risks of living.”   

May we all be consciously and cautiously emerging from this challenging time. 

OUR COMMUNITYOUR COMMUNITY  

UUFDC’s Caring Committee          
continues its support of our local 
food pantries.  Our focus for the next 
quarter is  personal products: 

Toothpaste Toothbrushes 

Diapers Baby Wipes 

Shampoo Conditioner 

Soap  Feminine Hygiene 

OTC Pain Medication 

ENSURE Energy Drinks are  
highly in need. 

Please drop off any of these items directly 
to the local food pantries located at the fol-
lowing churches: 

Stella Maris Fish Creek 
Door of Life Sister Bay 
Shepherd of the Bay Ellison Bay 

May’s Caring Committee  
Go2 Volunteers:  

Arlene Johnson 

& Jami Hanreddy 

Find their contact info in our                  

Fellowship directory.  

 

https://uufdc.org/donation/
https://uufdc.org/wp-content/uploads/fpg48/current.pdf
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OPPORTUNITIES TO LEARN & GROW OPPORTUNITIES TO LEARN & GROW  

Inter-UU Fellowship Connection Activities  
May 2021 Theme:  
We All Will Flourish When Black Lives Flourish 
The fellowships in Fond du Lac, Green Bay, and Stevens Point are 
happy to have us participate in their May inter-fellowship small 
group discussions  with their monthly theme, “Flourishing Together.”  
Go to the Open Circle UU Fellowship (Fond du Lac) calendar https://
www.ocuuf.org/calendar.php?calMonth=3&calYear=2021 for the 
May calendar and click on an event of interest. A pop-up window 
will describe the event and give you the Zoom link to attend.  

Book Discussions:   
The Burning: Massacre, Destruction, and the Tulsa Race Riot of 
1921 by Tim Madigan 
On the morning of June 1, 1921, a white mob numbering in the 
thousands marched across the railroad tracks dividing black from 
white in Tulsa, Oklahoma, and obliterated a black community then 
celebrated as one of America's most prosperous. Thirty-four square 
blocks of Tulsa's Greenwood community, known then as the Negro 
Wall Street of America, were reduced to smoldering rubble. With 
chilling details, humanity, and the narrative thrust of compelling 
fiction, The Burning will recreate the town of Greenwood at the 
height of its prosperity, explore the currents of hatred, racism, and 
mistrust between its black residents and neighboring Tulsa's white 
population, narrate events leading up to and including Greenwood's 
annihilation, and document the subsequent silence that surrounded 
the tragedy. 

1st Session - Wednesday, May 12 @ 7:00 PM – Prologue – Chapter 7 
(pp. 1-142) 

2nd Session - Wednesday, April 26 @ 7:00 PM  – Chapters 8 – 16 
(pp. 143-286) 

Movie Discussion:  1921 Tulsa Race Massacre (Black Wall Street) by 
the History Channel (available on YouTube)   
Tuesday, May 18, @ 7:00 PM only 
The 1921 Attack on Greenwood was one of the most significant 
events in Tulsa’s history. Following World War I, Tulsa was recog-
nized nationally for its affluent African American community known 
as the Greenwood District. This thriving business district and sur-
rounding residential area was referred to as “Black Wall Street.” In 
June 1921, a series of events nearly destroyed the entire Greenwood 
area. 

Let’s Talk: How to deconstruct racism, one headline at a time - Bar-
atunde Thurston Friday, May 7 @ 7:00 PM only  
Baratunde Thurston explores the phenomenon of white Americans 
calling the police on black Americans who have committed the 
crimes of ... eating, walking or generally "living while black." In this 
profound, thought-provoking and often hilarious talk, he reveals the 
power of language to change stories of trauma into stories of healing 
-- while challenging us all to level up. 

No preparation required; just join the Zoom link on the website cal-
endar to view and discuss the video.  (In case you can’t wait, the 
YouTube video link is provided above).   

Daily Check-in: Connect and chat for 30 minutes with other Unitari-
an Universalists.  Weeknights @ 5:30 PM 

Thank you to the consortium for being so welcoming to us. Enjoy! 

 

It is not too late to hand your pledge form for the 2021-22 Fiscal Year.   

We are grateful for all the pledges we received so far, UUFDC’s “Shot in the Arm” dose is on its way to full supply, 

as we near our annual pledge drive goal of $124,000. Questions? Email contact@uufdc.org 

 
 
 
 
Marilyn Hansotia shares a stewardship story: Since UUFDC closed its doors in response to COVID 19, I have taken this 
interim as an opportunity to evaluate what part the Fellowship plays in my life. Perhaps you too have reflected on this. 
To me the Fellowship is an extended family. The joys of this family are varied: 

         Intellectual exploration through numerous channels not limited to our variety of Sunday messages 
         Volunteers and staff who give of their talents to cohesively run the organization 
         Opportunities to see one another at least weekly, whether in-person or virtually. For the vast majority of us, we 
do not have this easy access to our relatives who typically do not live nearby. 

         Like-minded on many topics; willing to explore and dissent 
         Nurturing and caring. What other organization would voluntarily provide loving care to its members in times of 
need? 

As with any family, there are financial resources needed to maintain themselves. Our UUFDC is no different. Through 
the generous support of our Members and Friends, we fund more than 90% of our needs with pledges. Please join me 
in finding the place that UUFDC holds in your heart and pledge generously. 

https://www.ocuuf.org/calendar.php?calMonth=3&calYear=2021
https://www.ocuuf.org/calendar.php?calMonth=3&calYear=2021
https://www.goodreads.com/en/book/show/1290396.The_Burning
https://www.goodreads.com/en/book/show/1290396.The_Burning
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=blDUeFPtqKc
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=blDUeFPtqKc
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=RZgkjEdMbSw
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=RZgkjEdMbSw
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UU Book Club 
by Lynn Mercurio, Coordinator  

On Wednesday, May 5th, we will 
be discussing BEFORE WE WERE 
YOURS, by Lisa Wingate.  A true 
story that starts out in 
“Memphis, 1939. Twelve-year-
old Rill Foss and her four younger 
siblings live a magical life aboard 
their family’s Mississippi River 
shantyboat. But when their fa-
ther must rush their mother to 
the hospital one stormy night, 
Rill is left in charge—until 
strangers arrive in force. 

Wrenched from all that is familiar and thrown into a Ten-
nessee Children’s Home Society orphanage, the Foss chil-
dren are assured that they will soon be returned to their 
parents—but they quickly realize the dark truth. At the 
mercy of the facility’s cruel director, Rill fights to keep her 
sisters and brother together in a world of danger and uncer-
tainty.” 

Please join us from 1-3 on May 5th to share your thoughts 
about the journey that started in 1939.  If you are not a 
member of the book club and want to join the book club or 
just participate in this discussion, please email me and I will 
send you the link. (And if you want to get a head start, in 
June we will be discussing THE WATER DANCER, by Ta Nahi-
si Cotes.) 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

CASTE: SJC Book Recommendation  
by Jami Hanreddy , Social Justice Committee Writer  

The SJC would like to bring your attention to CASTE, a wonder-
ful book by Isabel Wilkerson, the Pulitzer prize-winning author 
of THE WARMTH OF OTHER SUNS.  In this brilliant book, 
Wilkerson gives us a masterful portrait of an unseen phenome-
non in America as she explores, through an immersive, deeply 
researched narrative and stories about real people, how Ameri-
ca today and throughout its history has been shaped by a hid-
den caste system, a rigid hierarchy of human rankings.  One 
reviewer exclaimed, “As we go about our daily lives, caste is 
the wordless usher in a darkened theater, flashlight cast down 
in the aisles, guiding us to our assigned seats for a perfor-
mance. The hierarchy of caste is not about feelings or morali-
ty. It is about power—which groups have it and which do 
not.” 

The SJC hope to sponsor a deeper discussion of this book when 
our snowbirds return from parts south and west.  So get your 
copy now and get ready to have your socks knocked clean 
off!  (NOTE:  For those who prefer, the audible book is read 
beautifully and is definitely anything but boring!)  

OUR COMMUNITYOUR COMMUNITY  

Eco Challenge of the Month 
Spring in to spring with phosphate 

free lawn fertilizers.  Two brands are 
easily available.  “Green Thumb” at 
Nelson’s True Value in Fish Creek.   

“Safer Restore Fertilizer” at the D.C. 
Co-op in Sturgeon Bay.  These prod-
ucts are slow release, odor free and 

safe for children, pets and our water-
shed.   

Dickinson Poetry Series 

View Ethel & Tom Davis’s April 28th 

Poetry Reading                                      

found at the YouTube Link Below: 
https://youtu.be/PQ6ubGQ7fg4 

They will be reading poetry from their new-

est books: Tom’s Meditation on Ceremonies 

of Beginnings, published by Tribal College 

Press, and Ethel’s A Letter on the Horizon’s 

Poem, published by Kelsay Books. Although 

these poets write and speak in contrasting 

styles, they choose to read antiphonally with 

both arresting and soothing effect.   

Stay tuned to our weekly eblasts for a        

possible May poetry reading!  

https://youtu.be/PQ6ubGQ7fg4
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UU Update  

Mailed Subscription: $15 per year 

Emailed Subscription: No charge 

 

Unitarian Universalist Fellowship of Door County 

10341 Water Street (Hwy 42) Ephraim 

Mailing address: 

PO Box 587, Ephraim, WI 54211 

Phone: (920) 854-7559 

Email: contact@uufdc.org 

Web page: www.uufdc.org 

May Calendar of Events 

For the most up-to-date calendar,  

please go to:  

https://uufdc.org/events-calendar/  

Sun Mon Tue Wed Thu Fri Sat 

All events held 

virtually on Zoom 

 

     

 

  

 

4-30 Sunday Ser-

vice  Video Links 

Launch! 

1 

 

 

 

2 

 

3 4 

 

 

5 Book Club                 

1-3 PM 

6 

Town Hall Mtg 

6:30 PM 
 

7 Sunday Service   

Video Links Launch! 

 

 

8 
 

9    Pre-Recorded 
 
 

10 

 

11 

 

 

12 

 

 

 

13 

 

 

14  Sunday Service   

Video Links Launch! 

 

 

15   

 

16 

 
 
 

17  18 

 

 19  

 

 

20 21 Sunday Service   

Links Launch! 

 

 

22 

 

 

 

23 Pre-Recorded 

 

 

 

24 

 
 

25  

 

26 

SJC Meeting  

1-3 PM 

27  28 Sunday Service   

Links Launch! 

29 

30 Pre-Recorded 31      

     LIVE ZOOM     
10 AM SUNDAY 

SERVICE  
Rev. Jim Coakley 

LIVE ZOOM        
10 AM SUNDAY  

SERVICE   
Rev. Bertschausen  

POETRY SUNDAY 

SERVICE 

11AM Zoom Discussion  

SUNDAY SERVICE  

Rev. Joan Shiels 
11AM Zoom Discussion  

Check your email, or 

our website, or Face-

book for details 

Check your email, or 

our website, or Face-

book for details 

Gov. Board 
Mtg. 6PM 

Coffee &  
Conversation      
10:30 AM  

Check your email, or 
our website, or Face-
book for details 

Check your email, or 

our website, or Face-

book for details 

Check your email, or 

our website, or Face-

book for details 

SUNDAY SERVICE  

Rev. Karen Hering 
11AM Zoom Discussion  

Possible Poet-

ry Recording 

Happy Birthday to those celebrating in May:  

2 Roger Benedict; 10 Amy Dwyer; 12 Jeff Utschig; 17 Terry Goode;           

20 Mary Smythe; 23 Catherine Tryon; 29 Jane Delcarson;  

30 Cynthia Johnson 

mailto:contact@uufdc.org
http://www.uufdc.org
https://uufdc.org/events-calendar/

