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UNITARIAN UNIVERSALIST  FELLOWSHIP OF DOOR  

COUNTY 

Upcoming August Services 
IN-PERSON 10 AM SERVICES ARE BACK!  

THE SERVICES WILL ALSO BE AVAILABLE TO WATCH ONLINE ON OUR YOUTUBE PAGE, LINKED HERE: 
https://www.youtube.com/channel/UCyPRxmn-iiV1V5mJDlDqc2A  

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
  

 

SUNDAY, AUGUST 1 
REV. MARK RICHARDS 
AWESOME!  
Third in a cycle of reflections on the nature of spirituality. 

Rev. Mark Richards was ordained on Nov. 25, 2018 by the First Parish in Concord, 
MA. He and his wife Christina moved to Door County in 2016 and became mem-
bers of UUFDC in 2018. Mark serves as a chaplain for Unity Hospice in Door and 
Kewaunee counties. He also has a passion for working with prison inmates, and for 
expanding awareness of Unitarian Universalism in the wider community. 

Service Leader: Henk Wolst 

SUNDAY, AUGUST 15 
TBA—Message details to be announced in our weekly eblasts. 
Service Leader: Cyndy Stiehl 

SUNDAY, AUGUST 8 
HEARING RIK WARCH ONCE AGAIN  

The message portion of this service will be a recorded sermon delivered by 
the late Rik Warch on June 10, 2007.  Join us as we reminisce together listen-
ing to “Oh Lighten up, and other Modern Truths” in which Rik brings his wit, 
his depth of intellect, and his challenges to us as a congregation.   Because a 
good deal of references to UUFDC history are included in this sermon, it will 
be a suitable prelude to UUFDC’s 25th anniversary year to be ushered in 
next month.  

Rik was a treasured friend of our UU Fellowship. He was an insightful and 
entertaining speaker who had the ability to reduce complex issues to under-
standable terms. Prior to retiring in Ellison Bay with his wife Margot in 2004, 
Rik was president of Lawrence University in Appleton, a position he held for 
25 years. As was so aptly stated in a memorial to Rik, “Humor was second 

       nature to Warch. It was part of his brilliance.     Service Leader: Susan Leeder 

https://www.youtube.com/channel/UCyPRxmn-iiV1V5mJDlDqc2A
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Upcoming Services Continued... 

SUNDAY, AUGUST 29 
REV. JIM COAKLEY 
KISSING THE POPE'S RING 

Perhaps the greatest sign of covenant with the Roman Catholic Church is 
the act of kissing the Pope's ring.  It is supposed to be an outward symbol 
of a deeply felt covenant, yet history has shown that hasn't always been 
the case.  Although Unitarian Universalists don't usually kiss rings, we do 
covenant to support each other on our spiritual and life journeys.  May the 
act of renewing OUR covenant always be deeply felt and sacred. 

Rev. Jim Coakley’s UU roots are grounded in the remarkable story of the 
Fox Valley Unitarian Universalist Fellowship in Appleton, Wisconsin. As this 
congregation grew, so did Jim; initially as a lay leader and then a lay minis-
ter. Jim graduated from Meadville Lombard Theological School in 2015 and 
was ordained by his beloved congregation in 2016. His efforts in helping 
local UU congregations connect and collaborate are remarkable.                                 
Service Leader: Jim Black 

SUNDAY, AUGUST 22 
THE REVEREND JOAN SHIELS 
WHY DOES A UNITARIAN GO TO CHURCH? 
It is said that the mainstream church-goer attends Sunday morning services to 
seek the presence of God in word and song. Unitarians have words and songs but 
usually come seeking something other than the presence of God.  What are they 
looking for? And what do they find?  A reflection. 

The Reverend Joan Shiels has a sign on her refrigerator that is a quote from Henry 
David Thoreau. It says “Heaven is under our feet as well as over our heads.” She’s 
that kind of minister. Maybe that’s why we’ve been inviting her to speak at 
the Fellowship for the last eighteen years.  

Service Leader: Carrie Link  
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Our Mission  
Guided by the Seven Principles of 
Unitarian Universalism, our Door 
County Fellowship:  

 Celebrates diverse beliefs 

 Inspires spiritual growth, 
intellectual inquiry, and creative 
expression 

 Cares actively for the wellbeing 
of its Fellowship family and the 
larger community 

 Practices conscientious 
stewardship of the earth upon 
which all life depends 

 Pursues equality and justice for 
all people 

Governing Board Officers 

President  
Henk Wolst 

president@uufdc.org 

Vice President 
Anna Knapp 

Treasurer  
    Bob Lindahl  

Secretary  
Carrie Link 

At-Large Governing Board 
Directors 

Robert Dunworth 

Gwenn Graboyes  

Susan Leeder  

For contact information view our 
Fellowship Directory.  Need the 

password? Email contact@uufdc.org 

 

New to UUFDC?  

Join our mailing list by sending a 

request to contact@uufdc.org 

 

 

 Website: uufdc.org,  

Facebook: facebook.com/uufdc  

President’s Column  

Re-Opening Welcoming Greeting 
Henk Wolst, Fellowship President 
 

This month we will enjoy words from our Fellowship President via 
video! Below is a link to the opening words Henk Wolst presented 
for our first in-person service since March 2020, on July 11, 2021.  
 
Link to Video: https://youtu.be/kFBUVLiuvPw 

 

Info for Attending Service In Person 

Below are OUR ATTENDANCE RECOMMENDATIONS for in-person services: 

- Sanitize hands before entering and when leaving. Be sure to sanitize if you need to 
touch your face. 

- Wear a mask (if your forget yours, Wisconsin made masks are available in the breeze-
way) 

- Sign-in on the contact tracing log (found at welcome table) 

- Services are live-streamed and saved on our YouTube page for those who are unable 
to attend, uncomfortable attending indoors in person, or who are not yet vaccinated 
for any reason. 

- If someone attends who is not vaccinated or otherwise feels vulnerable, we recom-
mend they also mask, appropriately distance and take advantage of the sign-in sheet. 
Folding chairs are available to listen to the service in the lobby. 

- At this point we will not have food or drinks available. For those who wish to socialize 
after the service, we recommend they do so outdoors. If the weather is nice consider 
bringing a camp chair and your water bottle, to enjoy sitting and chatting outside in 
our gardens.   

- For now, we will not have congregational singing and services are likely to be a little 
shorter than previously. 

Thank you for your dedication to UUFDC fellowship and friendship. 

https://uufdc.org/directory/
https://uufdc.org/
facebook.com/uufdc
https://youtu.be/kFBUVLiuvPw
https://youtu.be/kFBUVLiuvPw
https://www.youtube.com/channel/UCyPRxmn-iiV1V5mJDlDqc2A
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Caring Committee Update 
By Trish Black, Committee Chair 

The Caring Committee met IN PERSON for the first time in what feels like a lifetime.  Amazing how seeing someone in person--
face to face--opens us up to connection as well as compassion.  Being in the presence of others felt like a warm embrace.  We 
did manage to conduct our meeting and even made a few decisions that we want to share with everyone.   

One of our big initiatives through the pandemic was Coffee & Conversation using Zoom as our platform.  We have decided to 
put that on hold for now and resurrect it during the winter months beginning in January and concluding in May.  We will use 
Zoom again which enables more people to participate no matter their location.   

We will also continue to support the local food pantries.  We will 
offer suggestions for donations per quarter.  This quarter our      
suggested focus is for personal care products.  Please drop off any 
such items at whichever food pantry is convenient to you.  Food 
pantries in northern Door with 24 hour availability include Shepherd 
of the Bay, Door of Life, and Stella Maris-Fish Creek. 

 We will also be hosting our Fall Good Neighbor Day.  This year it 

will be held on Friday, October 22nd with a rain date on Saturday, 
October 23rd

.  Please email Trish if you have a project for us to  
complete. 

We are also interested in hosting workshops as we have in the past.  Some of our topics have been brain health, death and 
dying, connecting to loved ones, etc.  Our committee sees a BIG need in figuring out how we reconnect with one another post 
quarantine.  How do we make up for this lost year and a half?  If you have ideas or suggestions, please contact Trish Black.     

OUR COMMUNITYOUR COMMUNITY  

August’s Caring Committee  Go2 Volunteers:  
Estella Lauter & Trish Black 

Find their contact info in the  Fellowship directory.  

 

“When I was a boy and I 

would see scary things in the 

news, my mother would say to 

me, "Look for the helpers.              

You will always find people 

who are helping.” 

― Fred Rogers  

Summertime Fun         Photo submitted by Karen Cruz 

https://uufdc.org/wp-content/uploads/fpg48/current.pdf
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AUGUST SOCIAL JUSTICE COLLECTION RECIPIENT:  
THE MINISTRY FUND DOOR COUNTY MEDICAL CENTER 

Learn about the cause in the article below or watch their video: https://youtu.be/YAKp07sSeAg 

Erin Szakala, Door County Social Worker, writes:   
The Ministry Fund at Door County Medical Center was created 
in 1999 to improve the health and well-being of all residents in 
Door County. This program was devised to be a safety net to 
individuals in need of help or having an unexpected crisis, 
providing resources not available by other area programs. The 
Ministry Fund provides one time assistance with items such as 
shelter, food, medications, clothing, transportation, or other 
necessities needed, and has helped many residents of Door 
County to remain living independently. The opportunities are 
endless in assisting our most vulnerable community members 
who primarily consist of the elderly, disabled and low-income 
individuals and families. 

This past year has been a very trying and difficult year for every-
one in different ways. Many local residents lost jobs due to 
COVID-19. The reality is that they now face financial challenges 
that they were successful in meeting in the past.  In 2020, the 
Ministry Fund assisted over 400 local individuals and families, 

up from 325 in 2019. Unlike many traditional local resources, the Ministry Fund has the flexibility in meeting the 
very specific needs of those individuals requesting help.  Since the implementation of the Ministry Fund Program in 
1999, over $675,000 has been provided to of help those in their time of need. 

With your generosity, the Ministry Fund looks forward to continuing to meet the needs of our friends and neighbors 
in Door County.   

To donate, please go to the UUFDC website or send a check made out to UUFDC (with MINISTRY FUND in the 

memo line).  Thank you for your generosity always. 

OUR COMMUNITYOUR COMMUNITY  

REQUESTING Third Sunday Contribution Recommendations 
By Lynn Mercurio, Third Sunday Contribution Coordinator 

Now that we are back to identifying not-for-profit organizations to help through our 
Third Sunday contributions, we are looking for recommendations from the Fellowship 
to take to the Social Justice Committee for consideration.  Please find the require-
ments and the minimal information that is needed on the UUFDC Social Justice Com-
mittee webpage, and send the completed information to me via email (contact in Fel-
lowship directory).  

We look forward to receiving your recommendations as we continue to support the 
needs of our community. 

https://youtu.be/YAKp07sSeAg
https://uufdc.org/donation/
https://uufdc.org/third-sunday-collection/
https://uufdc.org/third-sunday-collection/
https://uufdc.org/wp-content/uploads/fpg48/current.pdf
https://uufdc.org/wp-content/uploads/fpg48/current.pdf
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Dickinson Poetry Series In-Person Event! 

Annette Langlois Grunseth will take the Dickinson Poetry Series stage at the 

Fellowship on Wednesday, August 11th at 7 pm. The Dickinson Series is 

named after Emily Dickinson, the famous American poet and includes a perfor-
mance by a “featured” poet and then an open-mic where poets from the audi-
ence have the opportunity to present one of their poems. 

Grunseth, a member of the Door County Poets Collective, will share work from 
her latest book "Combat and Campus: Writing Through War."  Her brother, a 
journalist turned infantryman, writes riveting letters from Vietnam in the late 
1960s. Preserved for fifty years by his family, these letters share experiences of 
living the war that are honest, raw, and graphic. Annette also offers letters from 
a college campus torn apart by anti-war protests as well as poems about the 
war, protest, coming home, and agent orange. Together they share what was 
learned and what was lost.  

Grunseth will also share a selection from the Door County anthology, "Halfway 
to the North Pole," and other recent poems. Learn more about her writing at 

www.annettegrunseth.com  

The same COVID precautions will be taken as they are for our Sunday Services. We are unable to live stream 
this event on YouTube.  

UU Book Club:  
New Time! Almost New List! 
By Lynn Mercurio, Coordinator  
The UUFDC Book Club has changed the time…but not the date…that we meet.   

 

We now meet from 10am – noon  

the first Wednesday of the month.   

 

In August we complete the 20-21 “book year” by reading Need to Know by Ka-
ren Cleveland. On Wednesday, August 4th we will discuss this thriller. “In pur-
suit of a Russian sleeper cell on American soil, CIA analyst Vivian Miller uncov-
ers a dangerous secret that will threaten her job, her family—and her life. On 
track for a much-needed promotion, she’s developed a system for identifying 
Russian agents, seemingly normal people living in plain sight.” 
Join us as we dissect the plot and our thoughts about it. 

Email Lynn Mercurio (contact in Fellowship directory) for information about 
this meeting and the book list for the 21-22 “book year”. 

OPPORTUNITIES TO LEARN & GROWOPPORTUNITIES TO LEARN & GROW  

http://www.annettegrunseth.com/
https://uufdc.org/wp-content/uploads/fpg48/current.pdf
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Support locating a National Estuarine Research Reserve (NERR) in Door County!  
Submitted by David Studebaker 

The National Oceanic and Atmospheric Administration (NOAA) will 
locate a NERR site within the greater Green Bay Ecosystem. A NERR 
(National Estuarine Research Reserve) is part of a network of coastal 
areas dedicated to the study of estuarine systems. Freshwater estu-
aries occur in the Great Lakes where rivers meet the lake, creating 
unique habitat for many species of birds, fish, and other animals. 
NERR sites are located in coastal areas throughout the country. Each 
site is funded through a combination of federal and state monies 
and provides a “living laboratory” for research, outreach and educa-
tion. NERR initiatives –Stewardship, Monitoring, Research, Training, 
and Education – would benefit Door County.  

Communities that house NERR sites receive an exemplary visitor 
center and international exposure as well as: 

 

   Increased research dollars 

   Assistance stewarding local aquatic treasures 

   Educational resources 

    Unique recreational opportunities 

    Local economic development 

Selection for the Green Bay NERR site is competitive. The concept of a greater Green Bay Ecosystem NERR site originated from 
citizens of Door County. We are at the center of some of the highest aquatic biodiversity anywhere in the Great Lakes. Door 
County has demonstrated a passion for healthy ecosystems and the quality of life they provide through the work of nonprofits 
like the Ridges Sanctuary, the Nature Conservancy, the Door County Environmental Council, the Door County Land Trust, and 
Crossroads at Big Creek, among others.  Door County is home to 29 State Natural Areas and has more than 26,000 acres of 
protected land to support the fish and wildlife habitat.  

Door County has strong connections to institutions of higher education. Research programs developed by UW-Green Bay, UW-
Milwaukee, the Smithsonian, and Shedd Aquarium, and others, investigate how to protect habitat for species such as the en-
dangered dwarf lake iris, Hine’s emerald dragonfly, and the Pitcher's thistle.  Maritime history runs deep in Door County.    
Sturgeon Bay is a designated Coast Guard City and supports sustainable sport and commercial fishing. Sturgeon Bay also      
provides a safe port of call for visiting research vessels like the R/V Neeskay from UWM’s School of Freshwater Sciences and 
offers them the same maritime infrastructure and services that support its working waterfront and recreational boating. 

Door County attracts two million visitors annually and promotes sustainable eco-tourism that includes evaluation of sustaina-
ble initiatives from both residents and environmental perspectives. More information is available through a recent presenta-
tion to the Wisconsin Wetlands Association by Emily Tyner, Director of Freshwater Strategy, UW-Green Bay. The link to the 
presentation is: https://www.wisconsinwetlands.org/updates/wcb-establishing-a-bay-of-green-bay-nerr/  

YOU can support bringing the new NERR site to Door County by providing a letter of support. Send 

a letter electronically, on letterhead if possible, expressing your support. Please include how or why you or your organization 
might benefit from or add value to a NERR. Letters should be sent to Chris Sullivan-Robinson (csullivan-
robinson@sturgeonbaywi.org) at your earliest convenience. 

OPPORTUNITIES TO LEARN & GROWOPPORTUNITIES TO LEARN & GROW  

https://r20.rs6.net/tn.jsp?f=001yMAKKLK7aD54R9FMlXDhOlrwMTgj6Zkg4UCSpO17SN29yTgMj5LpPVBwZUudy45v_WFpdacNOuhK-GsacBFlU1yX3HtS2vSB5w0PA8XKQ96Cf3NVs2oQfI90btaihKxYhpFy8opIucjxkTAkCxd39s1LEDXGir9zV9DY2CMIIxKSK_mylYx4288dM9fSYvwOohXE1x5zUuekQ9tyxo1kkjhozL0r0YldspK
mailto:csullivan-robinson@sturgeonbaywi.org
mailto:csullivan-robinson@sturgeonbaywi.org
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UU Update  

Mailed Subscription: $15 per year 

Emailed Subscription: No charge 

 

Unitarian Universalist Fellowship of Door County 

10341 Water Street (Hwy 42) Ephraim 

Mailing address: 

PO Box 587, Ephraim, WI 54211 

Phone: (920) 854-7559 

Email: contact@uufdc.org 

Web page: www.uufdc.org 

AUGUST Calendar of Events 

For the most up-to-date calendar,  

please go to:  

https://uufdc.org/events-calendar/  

Sun Mon Tue Wed Thu Fri Sat 

1 2 3 4   Book Club                 
10 AM-NOON 

 

5 

 

6 7 

 

8  9 10 

 

11 7 PM POETRY 

NIGHT 

12 

 

13 14 

 

15 
 

16 

 

17 
 

18  19 

 

20 21 

 

22 

 

23 24  25 

SJC Meeting  

1-3 PM 

26 27 28 

 

29 30 

 

31 

 

 

 

   

  10 AM       
SERVICE  

TBA 
  

10 AM  SERVICE  

Rev.  

Mark Richards  

10 AM SERVICE 

Rev. Jim Coakley 

Gov. Board 
Mtg. 6-7:30PM 

Check your email 

for our weekly 

news eblast. 

Check your email 

for our weekly 

news eblast. 

Check your email 

for our weekly 

news eblast. 

10 AM  SERVICE  

Remembering       

Rik Warch  

10 AM  SERVICE  

Rev. Joan Shiels  

 

Check your email 

for our weekly 

news eblast. 

Happy Birthday: 8/1 Karin Gatenby; 8/4 Mary Dunworth; 8/5 Estella Lauter, Cyndy Stiehl;            

8/12 Susanne Beaumont; 8/18 Christina Richards;  8/22 Myrna Cohn; 8/25 Mike Brodd; 8/26 Valerie 

Murre-Schlick; 8/27 Mary Goodner, Ruth Luedcke; 8/29 Jim Black, Hanne Gault, Danny Kelly 

mailto:contact@uufdc.org
http://www.uufdc.org
https://uufdc.org/events-calendar/

