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         UNITARIAN UNIVERSALIST FELLOWSHIP 
OF DOOR  

COUNTY 

Upcoming March Services 
ON-SITE 10 AM SERVICES 

THE SERVICES WILL ALSO BE AVAILABLE TO WATCH ON-LINE ON OUR YOUTUBE PAGE, LINKED HERE: 
https://www.youtube.com/channel/UCyPRxmn-iiV1V5mJDlDqc2A  

SUNDAY, MARCH 6 
What Might We Learn From Fiction By 20th Century Black Women? 
with Estella Lauter 

Instead of focusing on one highly accomplished person or a project such as micro-
loans for International Women’s Day this year, we will look briefly at some nov-
els by African American women and share the conversation that a winter Clearing 
class had about them. We hope that this will free up some space that has been 
cluttered recently with rancor about who matters most. Two related films, My 

Name Is Pauli Murray and Passing are currently available for streaming. 

Estella Lauter was a Professor at UWGB in the 80s and early 90s when, in the absence of Black faculty and near ab-
sence of Black students, she developed several courses in African American literature because she thought it was 
outstanding. Her respect for this work has only become stronger over the years.  

Years!       Celebrating   

SUNDAY, MARCH 13 
A Different Voice with Dick Smythe 

How often do we hear a critique of the church in America from: 
A black pastor......Former drug dealer......Former sex worker......Former homeless queer teen......Former felon?  

This morning we will hear from a Lutheran pastor who combines all 
these attributes. I believe we need to hear what he has to say.  

Dick Smythe is an entomologist retired from the re-
search division of the US Forest Service. Throughout 
his life he has maintained two dominant interests: 
first, his fascination with the natural world – our non
-human environment and endless source of wonder; 
second, his abiding interest in religion/theology – a 
subject of continuing education and challenge. Pastor Lenny Duncan  

https://www.youtube.com/channel/UCyPRxmn-iiV1V5mJDlDqc2A
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SUNDAY, MARCH 20 
St. Patrick: Beyond Shamrocks & Myth with Pastor Dawn Volpe  
I loved St. Patrick's Day as a child, singing, 'When Irish Eyes are Smiling', the parades, 
green everywhere, classrooms decorated in shamrocks, stories of leprechauns and 
snake banishment. As Tomie de Paula recalled in his children's book, Patrick, Patron 
Saint of Ireland, His Irish grandpa said to him, ``That's Saint Patrick, He's Irish, just like 
us." I immediately forgot that I was half-Italian. Every 
year after that, I celebrated St. Patrick's Day with    
gusto, decorating my room with shamrocks.                
My brother took Patrick for his confirmation name. My 
Italian father celebrated too, claiming Patrick was from 
Italy. " In today's message, I will share with you the 
true magic of St. Patrick, beyond the myth, a person of 
resilience, transforming trauma into healing. 

Pastor Dawn was born and raised in Staten Island, New York. She graduated college in the 1970’s, when career op-
tions for women were limited. She embarked on a traditional female career in Elementary Education. After a few 
years, she became restless and wondered where life would take her. That holy restlessness took her to Seminary 
and pastoral work at a time when women were a rarity in the pulpit. Her adventures in ministry began in the Bronx, 
New York, continued in the Washington DC suburb of New Carrollton, Maryland, and now, for the last 11 years, in 
the paradise known as Ephraim. Her husband Bob is the Facilities Manager at Birch Creek Music Center, serves on 
the Ephraim and Gibraltar fire departments and as a first responder. Their son, Rob, is now gainfully employed 
(hallelujah!) as a CNC Apprentice in Illinois.  Bob and Dawn are parents to a 4 legged son, Preston, who has them 
both well-trained! 

Upcoming Services Continued... 

SUNDAY, MARCH 27 
Was Jesus a Unitarian Universalist? with Rev. Mark Richards 
As our UU traditions descend from two vital Christian lines, it is in our interest to un-
derstand the relationship between contemporary UUism and the gospel of Jesus of 
Nazareth.  Our faiths have always struggled with orthodox Christianity, from the 
Council of Nicea in 325 AC, through Calvinist persecution and the dissension of ortho-
dox faculty at Harvard Divinity School.  Indeed, our merger was predicated by our 
mutual rejections by the National Council of Churches.  How much, though, do we 
stray from the teachings of Jesus of Nazareth?  And how do his teachings inform our 
faith today? 

Mark Richards, a Unitarian Universalist minister, has been of member of UUFDC since 2016.  Mark serves Door 
County as chaplain for Unity Hospice after living with his wife Christina in New England for 22 years.  In addition to 
his hospice ministry, Mark is engaged with social justice issues ranging from dismantling white supremacy, trans-
forming criminal justice, and protecting the planet we share.  Mark serves on the board of the Wisconsin UU Social 
Action Network and the UUFDC Social Justice Committee.   

 

 

— Laurel Clark 

“Science, for hundreds of years, has spanned the differences  
between cultures and between countries.” -Laurel Clark (1961-2003) 

Female NASA astronaut, medical doctor,  
United States Navy captain, and Space Shuttle mission specialist  

https://quotefancy.com/laurel-clark-quotes
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Our Mission  
Guided by the Seven Principles of 
Unitarian Universalism, our Door 
County Fellowship:  

 Celebrates diverse beliefs 

 Inspires spiritual growth, 
intellectual inquiry, and creative 
expression 

 Cares actively for the wellbeing 
of its Fellowship family and the 
larger community 

 Practices conscientious 
stewardship of the earth upon 
which all life depends 

 Pursues equality and justice for 
all people 

Governing Board Officers 

President  
Henk Wolst 

president@uufdc.org 

Vice President 
Anna Knapp 

Treasurer  
    Bob Lindahl  

Secretary  
Carrie Link 

At-Large Governing Board 
Directors 

Robert Dunworth 

Gwenn Graboyes  

Susan Leeder  

For contact information view our 
Fellowship Directory.  Need the 

password? Email contact@uufdc.org 

 

New to UUFDC?  

Join our mailing list by sending a 

request to contact@uufdc.org 

 

 

 Website: uufdc.org,  

Facebook: facebook.com/uufdc  

President’s Column  

Henk Wolst, Fellowship President 

Did you know? 

Etymology 

The verb “volunteer” was first recorded in 
1755. It was derived from the noun volunteer, 
in c. 1600, "one who offers himself for military 
service," from the Middle French voluntaire. In 
the non-military sense, the word was first rec-
orded during the 1630s.  

The word volunteering has more recent us-
age—still predominantly military—coinciding 
with the phrase community service. 

Definition  
Volunteering is a voluntary act of an individual or group freely giving 
time and labor for community service. 

Longevity Benefit  

Volunteers are observed to have a reduced mortality risk compared 
to non-volunteers.  A systematic review shows that adults over age of 
65 years who volunteer may experience improved physical and men-
tal health and potentially reduced mortality.  

Mental Health Benefit  

A worldwide survey was conducted in a study, suggesting that 
people who experience the highest levels of happiness are the 
most successful in terms of close relationships and volunteer 
work.  Among people aged 65 years old or above, volunteering 
may reduce the risk of depression.  

Your UUFDC can use more volunteers, be it on committees; performing Sunday service 
functions, e.g., greeters, vergers, technical support, service leaders, etc.; engaging in 
community outreach efforts; supporting each other, particularly when in need;        
assuming roles of Fellowship governance; etc.  What we will find, as a consequence, is 
a more engaged, uplifting, cohesive, healthy, giving, inspiring and happy Fellowship.  
We’ll generate a greater level of awareness in the community for the positive force 
that is UUFDC.  And we’ll offer a “helping hand” to those in our community in need of 
one.   

Your Community can use more volunteerism, be it by participating and/or attending 
community support events and efforts; being proactive in the community through  
outreach, educating and informing.  And by supporting initiatives that are consistent 
with our core values as manifested in the Seven Principles of UU.   

WE WANT YOU! 

As you grow older, you will discover you have two 
hands — one for helping yourself,                            

the other for helping others. – Audrey Hepburn 

Do your little bit of good where you are;                
it's those little bits of good put together that     

overwhelm the world. – Desmond Tutu 

Fav Quotes from 
our President…. 

https://uufdc.org/directory/
https://uufdc.org/
facebook.com/uufdc
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OPPORTUNITIES TO LEARN & GROWOPPORTUNITIES TO LEARN & GROW  

June Nirschl  
Featured by the Dickenson Poetry Series 

Wednesday, March 9th at 7:00 pm at UUFDC 

June Nirschl will be the featured poet at the Dickinson 
Poetry Series at the Fellowship on March 9th at 7:00 pm. 
The Dickinson series is named after Emily Dickinson, the 
famous American poet and includes a performance by a 
“featured” poet and then an open mic where poets from 
the audience have the opportunity to present one of 
their poems. 

An animating insight on the poetry June will share with 
us: Do you remember reading about a great snowstorm 
of the past? Perhaps it was the one described by John 
Greenleaf Whittier. Wow! The descriptions were so viv-
id, and June Nirschl recalled an earlier winter storm in 
Milwaukee when she was a child…a similar event, but 
different. Whittier’s Snowbound caught her imagination 
and invited possibilities. 

Poetry starts with the ear and enters the heart. Some-
times it reaches the mind. The possibilities then and ex-
periences up to the present have directed the course of 
Nirschl’s poetry. She strives for poetry that sings. 
Through the years she has had the pleasure of reading 
other poets, taken numerous workshops, and participat-
ed in poetry groups. It was the excitement of writing po-
ems that first attracted her to the county in 2000, where 
poetry was already a vigorous endeavor. 

June worked with Judy Roy and Nancy Rafal to publish 
Slightly Off Q in 1994 and followed that book with Judy 
Roy to publish Two Off Q: A Conversation in Poetry. The 
latter book was recognized by the Wisconsin Library As-
sociation as an outstanding achievement in poetry. She 
has since published Before & After. Her work has been 
recognized by the Wisconsin Fellowship of Poets and by 
the Grutzmacher award from the Peninsula Pulse. 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

MidAmerica  
Regional Assembly 2022 is 
now open for registration!  

 
Join us virtually on Satur-

day, April 30th, 2022 at 
10am – 2pm ET / 9am – 

1pm CT.  
 

Our keynote speaker is  
social justice educator,  

storyteller  
and  

speaker, CB Beal! 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

There will be worship, the annual 
business meeting, a keynote address 
and conversation as well as commu-
nity break out rooms for discussion. 
There is a sliding scale fee between 
$25.00 to $50.00 and scholarships 

are available. Learn more & register 
today! https://www.uua.org/

Special Message from            
Andrew Zallar  

Finance & Administration Manager, 
UUA MidAmerica Region 

https://www.uua.org/offices/people/cb-beal
https://www.uua.org/midamerica/ra/2022
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Welcoming New Member, Sarah Woerfel 
Hi, I’m Sarah Woerfel.  I have been coming to Ephraim 
since I was 14 and my parents, Betty and Bob Aik, built 
a home here.  This is where I met my hubby of almost 
40 years, a native (of Fish Creek).  We moved up here 
almost 2 years ago to retire, yes during this lovely 
“pandemic”.  I so had wanted to join your group and 
was thrilled last summer when things started opening 
up and I could “come back”!   

We have visited your church many times with my 
mom over the years and have always loved it.  We are 
so glad to be back up here and have so enjoyed hiking 
many Land Trusts and Nature Preserves, meeting new 
folks and reconnecting with friends we have had here 
over the years.   

We lived and raised our daughters, Emily and Lucy, in Neenah, where I was a teacher for 33 years, and attended the 
UU church in Appleton.  Our oldest daughter, Emily, lives with her husband and our darling grandson in Sevilla, 
Spain, and we have been there a LOT this past year.  Our younger daughter, Lucy and her hubby, bought our home 
in Neenah, where we raised the girls.  To say we are blessed is an understatement.  I look forward to getting back 
to coming to worship with all of you and meeting many of you! 

OUR COMMUNITYOUR COMMUNITY  

March’s Caring Committee 

Go2 Volunteers:  

Cindy Nelson & Trish Black 

Find their contact info in the Fellowship directory.  

What is coming up in the UUFDC Book Club?  

By Lynn Mercurio, Book Club Coordinator  
As we await spring and the opportunity to meet in person again, we will be meeting via Zoom 
for our March meeting on Wednesday, March 2 from 10 am until noon, to discuss Freeman by 
Leonard Pitts.  This book was recommended by several members and will be “hosted” by     
Maryanne O’Dowd.  Freeman is the story of a former slave who leaves the north to find his wife 
in the south following the Civil War and the assisination of Lincoln. 

 

In April we will read a book recommended by Holly Erskine, Born on a Blue Day by Daniel Tam-
met.  Holly will share why she recommended this book and some personal insights regarding 
the experiences described in this book.  Join us on April 6! 

 
 

 
As always, you are welcome to join us for a specific book discussion or on an ongoing ba-
sis.  Just email me, and I will be sure you are added to the book club list. 

Maryanne O’Dowd 

Holly Erskine 

Lynn Mercurio 

https://uufdc.org/wp-content/uploads/fpg48/current.pdf
https://uufdc.org/directory/
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DOOR COUNTY  
FOOD PANTRY COALITION: 

The 2nd Quarter Beneficiary  
of the 25th Anniversary  

Community Support Initiative 

As of February 21st we raised $3,670.70 to benefit this 
critical community need! That is amazing!! Collections 

will continue to be gathered until the end of March.  

 

THANK YOU FOR YOUR CONTRIBUTION TO 
UUFDC’S LEGACY OF GENEROSITY                    

AND COMMUNITY IMPACT! 

OUR COMMUNITYOUR COMMUNITY  

News from the Social Justice Committee 
Enviro Justice Team 
by Meg Ziegelmann 

Curious about what our 3 working groups:  
UUFDC Alternative Energy, Earth Aware Food 
Choices and UUFDC Sustainable Practices are up 
to?   Attend the April 13, 2:30-4:00 zoom 
meeting where they will come together and 
share what they have been exploring and hope 
to put into action.  Questions and ongoing dia-

logue will be encouraged.  The intention is to heighten our UU effort to 
combat the climate crisis we are in.  If you are interested in joining a 
“project limited” group, contact Gwenn Graboyes or Meg Ziegelmann. 
Find their contact info in our Fellowship directory.  

Eco Challenge of the Month 
Don’t heat an empty house. When 

you’re home set at 68 or less. At night 
or while you’re away set at 55.  

 
Upgrade to a programmable  

thermostat. 

Remembering  
Thich Nhat Hanh  

 
 

Thich Nhat Hanh was a Viet-
namese Buddhist monk 

known for engaged Bud-
dhism, which combined   
meditation and anti-war 

work. He died January 22nd 
at 95 years old. Learn more 

at NPR. 
 

“There is no need to run, strive, 
search or struggle. Just be. Just 
being in the moment in this place 
is the deepest practice of medita-
tion. Most people cannot believe 
that just walking as if you have 

nowhere to go is enough.” 

https://uufdc.org/wp-content/uploads/fpg48/current.pdf
https://www.npr.org/2022/01/26/1075754717/remembering-thich-nhat-hanh-peace-activist-and-vietnamese-buddhist-monk
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OUR COMMUNITYOUR COMMUNITY  

Social Justice Committee Members Attend First Nations Presentations  
by Paula Christensen 

Members of our Social Justice Committee have enjoyed the First Nations presentations at Door County Talks spon-
sored by Door Community Auditorium, UW Green Bay, and Door County Civility Project. We’ve learned much in 
February at “Oneidas of Wisconsin” and “Potawatomi Nation Through Time.”  Their abundant resilience, emphasis 
on sacredness of the land, and spiritual connection to the earth are humbling and inspiring. Recordings of these 
presentations can be found at www.facebook.com/DoorCommunity.Auditorium/ . 

Upcoming programs are March 5th and 12th by the Menominee Na-
tion “Ancient Roots: Connecting Our Shared Histories” and “Ho-Chunk 
History: Past, Present, & Future,” respectively. You can attend these 
free programs in person or stream online at the Facebook address 
above. See www.dcauditorium.org for registration and COVID proto-
cols.  Don’t miss this wonderful opportunity to learn more about our 
beautiful peninsula’s important history and ancient culture. 

 
 We Welcome ALL 

Thrives!   

by Paula Christensen 

We Welcome ALL (WWA) is 
alive and well in Door Coun-
ty! The Social Justice Com-
mittee decided to prioritize 

WWA during UUFDC’s 25th Anniversary year. All ac-
tive co-sponsors have agreed to continue, and Des-
tination Door County is excited to join our co-
sponsor group. We are thrilled to have them as 
partners!  

 

 

We have created an FAQ about WWA that you can 
view here. For those who are unfamiliar with WWA, 
it is a social justice initiative that we started with 7 
other non-profits in 2017 “ that fosters 
a .”welcoming community for all people who live, 
work, and visit in Door County” and affirms that 
every person has worth as an individual and is enti-
tled to dignity and respect.  

The We Welcome ALL window cling (seen below) is 
given to business owners who agree to support and 
promote the values of the initiative outlined in our 
brochure.  By displaying the WWA window cling, 
customers know they are safe and welcomed in the 
business prior to entering.  Currently 84 businesses 
participate in WWA.   
 
If you have any questions about WWA, please      
contact us at wewelcomealldc@gmail.com.  

http://www.facebook.com/DoorCommunity.Auditorium/
http://www.dcauditorium.org
https://uufdc.org/wp-content/uploads/2022/02/WWA-FAQ-2.2022.pdf
mailto:wewelcomealldc@gmail.com
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UU Update  

Emailed Subscription: No charge 

Mailed Subscription: $15 per year 
 

Unitarian Universalist Fellowship of Door County 

10341 Water Street (Hwy 42) Ephraim 

Mailing address: 

PO Box 587, Ephraim, WI 54211 

Phone: (920) 854-7559 

Email: contact@uufdc.org 

Web page: www.uufdc.org 

March Calendar of Events 

For the most up-to-date calendar,  

please go to:  

https://uufdc.org/events-calendar/  

Sun Mon Tue Wed Thu Fri Sat 

  1 2 

10am Book 

Club 

3 4 5 

6 7 8 9 10 11 12 

13 14 15 16   17 18 19 

20 21 22 23 24 25 26 

27 28 29 30 31   

6pm Zoom 
Gov. Board Mtg.  

10 AM  SERVICE   

Estella Lauter  

10 AM  SERVICE  

Dick Smythe  

 

10 AM  SERVICE   

Pastor Dawn Volpe 

 

10 AM  SERVICE    

Rev. Mark        

Richards 

Happy Birthday to those celebrating in March:  
5 DAVE VERMILLION; 7 RICH DIRKS; 11 MARILYN HANSOTIA; 14 MONA SIMPSON, AL WITTENKELLER; 16 

JAY DICKSON; 18 RICHARD SCHULTZ, ELLEN SHAHBAZI; 19 SANDRA DIRKS; 20 TOM TOERPE; 21 VICKI ASH; 

22 TOM SCHROEDER;  24 KAREN ERIKSSON; 28 BEN SCHROEDER; 30 ADRIA DOWLING; 31 JACQUIE POLZIN 

Coffee &     
Conversation 
1:30 at UUFDC 
& Zoom 

7pm Poetry  
Night 

mailto:contact@uufdc.org
http://www.uufdc.org
https://uufdc.org/events-calendar/

