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Upcoming November Services 
ON-SITE 10 AM SERVICES 

THE SERVICES WILL ALSO BE AVAILABLE TO WATCH ON-LINE ON OUR YOUTUBE PAGE, LINKED HERE: 
https://www.youtube.com/channel/UCyPRxmn-iiV1V5mJDlDqc2A  
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         UNITARIAN UNIVERSALIST FELLOWSHIP 
OF DOOR  

COUNTY 

SUNDAY, NOVEMBER 6: The Role of Stories and Faith with Ben Merens  

Ben Merens is a singer/songwriter/and storyteller. He is best known for his 21 years on the air-
waves of Wisconsin Public Radio. Today, Ben works as an outreach specialist for the state’s      
Bureau of Consumer Protection. He also consults with firms large and small about how to collect 
and share stories. Ben’s also a bit of a troubadour. He can hear your story and immediately turn it 
into song.  

Service Leader: Donna Johnson — Music: Trish Black & Ben Merens  

SUNDAY, NOVEMBER 13: On This Gray November Morn with February Sky 
In northern places, November is a time when the world seems to be 
holding its breath.  Gray skies and bare trees mark this interval         
between high autumn and winter.  Some find November dismal, but 
there is a beauty to it that can be appreciated by those with open eyes 
and open hearts.  It’s no coincidence that we choose this barren and 
gloomy month to give thanks for the blessings in our lives.  We will 
deal with the idea of being able to savor our personal November-like 
times, as we wait for the next thing to arrive. 

February Sky is traditional singer and Celtic guitarist Phil Cooper 
with songwriter and singer Susan Urban.  Phil sings and plays his 
own arrangements of traditional songs and tunes on six string guitar 
and cittern, and he also interprets a number of carefully chosen songs 
from the best of modern Folk song writers, as well as backing Susan up 
on her songs.  Susan Urban is a writer of story songs and humorous 
"slice of life" songs.  She accompanies her songs, plus Phil’s songs and 
tunes, on six and 12-string guitar, six string banjo, mountain dulcimer, hand percussion instruments and Native American 
Style flute.  Phil and Susan present a combination of old and new songs addressing the widest possible range of experience, 
complete with vocal harmony, intricate instrumentation and thoughtful stagecraft.  They believe that Folk Music is a continu-
um - whether the songs are self-penned or have a history thousands of years old, as long as they speak to the human condi-
tion and the human heart, they carry on the Folk Music tradition.  

Service Leader: Carrie Link — Music: February Sky 

An Open Door to Understanding, Compassion, and Justice 

https://www.youtube.com/channel/UCyPRxmn-iiV1V5mJDlDqc2A
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SUNDAY, NOVEMBER 20: with Rev. Dawn Volpe  
A Grateful Way of Being: Beyond Platitudes, Awkward Prayers and Thank You notes  

Most displays of gratitude are transactional in nature. We will be exploring gratitude as a 
soul-altering force. Cyndy Stiehl will be singing and Colin Welford accompanying a service 
of joy and inspiration. We look forward to seeing you! 

Pastor Dawn was born and raised in Staten Island, New York. She graduated college in the 
1970’s, when career options for women were limited. She embarked on a traditional fe-
male career in Elementary Education. After a few years, she became restless and won-
dered where life would take her. That holy restlessness took her to Seminary and pastoral 
work at a time when women were a rarity in the pulpit. Her adventures in ministry began 
in the Bronx, New York, continued in the Washington DC suburb of New Carrollton, Mary-
land, and now, for the last 11 years, in the paradise known as Ephraim. Her husband Bob is 
the Facilities Manager at Birch Creek Music Center, serves on the Ephraim and Gibraltar 
fire departments and as a first responder. Their son, Rob, is now gainfully employed 
(hallelujah!) as a CNC Apprentice in Illinois.  Bob and Dawn are parents to a 4 legged son, 
Preston, who has them both well-trained! 

Service Leader: Henk Wolst — Music: Cyndy Stiehl, Colin Welford  

Upcoming Services Continued... 

SUNDAY, NOVEMBER 27: The Remarkable Life of Simon Onanguisse Kahquados with Dave Lea 
This presentation explores the life history of the person buried in the midst of 
the Peninsula State Park golf course. Who was he? How did he come to be 
buried in this spot? Why was he so revered in his day that 15,000 people 
attended his funeral on Memorial Day, 1931, just a year and a half after the 
collapse of the stock market and in the beginning throes of the Great Depres-
sion?  I hope to answer many of these questions and raise many more as my 
research continues on this topic!  He was a unique person from any stand-
point and is well regarded by the people who remain in his shadow at two 
communities of Potawatomi within 100 miles of us.  They are curious to 
know more about him too. We should be familiar with him, as residents of 
his homeland. 

 

Dave Lea is a former music teacher, a veteran of the Vietnam Era and a former pie 
shop owner, among many varied occupations.  Born in Oklahoma in 1948, he did 
most of his growing up in California. He has a deep belief in the oneness of man-
kind thanks to his parents. This led him to form an intense interest in the contribu-
tions of all peoples to our world heritage, focusing primarily on the Natives of 
North America. He has lived in Indiana, Colorado, California and Germany and has 
lived in Wisconsin since 1976. He holds a bachelors degree in Communication And 
The Arts from UW Green Bay and held a Wisconsin teachers license in K-12 instru-
mental and vocal music and special ed. music. 

Service Leader: Rev. Mark Richards— Music: Carol Soper 

 

“Meditation, like a cool lake, has room for all the unexpected birds.”  
-Jacob Trapp (Unitarian Universalist,  clergy) quoted by Kathleen Rolenz, Sources of Our Faith 
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Upcoming Services Continued... 
December 4th’s Sunday Service Featuring Ajamou Butler! 

Heal the Hearts, Heal the Homes, Heal the Hoods with Ajamou Butler 
Together we will highlight self-love, and how this first step takes you to a power-
ful step two... a deepened journey of loving your immediate 'circle', 'village', your 
home. These first steps will help bring us closer to healing the world around us. 

When we are able to work through trauma, stress, and life obstacles, there is 
peace and power that follows. We’ll explore what we can do to build our internal 
light and gifts, and ways we can share them with others. 

Through this exploration we will come to a better understanding of self-work, the 
work of Heal the Hood MKE, and the work of the Unitarian Universalist Fellowship 
of Door County. 

Born and raised on Milwaukee's Northside, author and lecturer Brother Ajamou Butler 
has always been one to progress from his pain. Growing up in Milwaukee's notorious 
53206 zip code, Butler was exposed to the uglier sides of poverty. His experiences with 
poverty up-close as a child have shaped his outlook on life as an adult. In May 2012, But-
ler launched his non-profit organization, Heal the Hood MKE. Heal the Hood MKE has 
grown to be an example of pushing against social injustice and rewriting the narrative of 
inner-city Milwaukee. Heal the Hood MKE has two major arms: 1) Annual Block Parties/
Outreach Fairs and 2) In-school curriculum called "We are Not Poets, We Are Messen-
gers!” Ajamou Butler is known to use his experiences in Milwaukee and his spirituality 
mixed together to come up with his own style of spoken word ministry.  
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Our Mission  
Guided by the Seven Principles of 
Unitarian Universalism, our Door 
County Fellowship:  

 Celebrates diverse beliefs 

 Inspires spiritual growth, 
intellectual inquiry, and creative 
expression 

 Cares actively for the wellbeing 
of its Fellowship family and the 
larger community 

 Practices conscientious 
stewardship of the earth upon 
which all life depends 

 Pursues equality and justice for 
all people 

Governing Board Officers 

President  
Henk Wolst 

president@uufdc.org 

Vice President 
Anna Knapp 

Treasurer  
    Bob Lindahl  

Secretary  
Carrie Link 

At-Large Governing Board 
Directors 

Robert Dunworth 

Cynthia Stiehl 

Karon Winzenz 

For contact information view our 
Fellowship Directory.  Need the 

password? Email contact@uufdc.org 

 

New to UUFDC?  

Join our mailing list by sending a 

request to contact@uufdc.org 

 

 

 Website: uufdc.org,  

Facebook: facebook.com/uufdc  

President’s Column by Henk Wolst 
Our Fellowship’s largesse this past year has been awe-inspiring. We donat-
ed over $30,000 to four local organizations. We donated $10,000 to the 
relief effort for the people of Ukraine. One can’t help but be amazed at how 
helpful we have been. To others. Perhaps now it’s time for us to be a bit 
more helpful to ourselves!  

Quite frankly, we need to assess our Fellowship honestly and candidly in the context of future 
viability. We have hit the doldrums as to our demographic profile. We have gotten lethargic in 
our engagement, with a small number of volunteers shouldering a disproportionate burden. 
Organizations – and not just houses of worship – need the energy and vitality of younger     
members and the engagement and involvement of existing members to ensure a viable future. 
Absent of either or both leads to atrophy of the organization and, potentially over the longer-
term, the unsustainability of the organization.  

Don’t get me wrong. We are so much “healthier” than a lot of other houses of worship – be they 
UU or other faiths. A common challenge to all is a general societal move away from the struc-
ture of houses of worship, either to a total abandonment of any sense of religious association or 
to a sense of religious self-identity and autonomy without need of a house of worship.  

In 2022, about 31 percent of respondents in the United States had a "great deal" or "quite a lot" 
of confidence in the church and organized religion. This is a significant decrease from 1975, 
when confidence in religion was at its highest, with 68 percent of Americans having a great deal 
or quite a lot of confidence in organized religion.  

Church membership in the United States has hit a new all-time low. That’s according to the  
latest poll from Gallup that says only 47 percent of Americans say they belonged to a church, 
synagogue, mosque or another place of worship last year. Over the past two decades, the   
number of Americans who do not identify with any religion has grown from 8% in 1998-2000 to 
13% in 2008-2010 and to 21% over the past three years. This challenge is not unique to UUFDC. 
The solution, however, needs to occur within UUFDC and be specific to UUFDC. We cannot let 
inertia and indifference in the broader community undermine our prospects for a long and   
successful future.  

Do you realize that our average congregant’s age since 2019 has gone up even more than the 
years elapsed since then? Why? We’ve lost the active involvement of many of the younger (<60) 
members/friends we had back in 2019. Couple that with nearly four years elapsed and our    
demographic has shifted older by an even larger number than just attributable to the inexorable 
march of time.   

Did you realize that our most recent Board Meeting, conducted on Zoom, featured three     
Committee Reports out of fifteen Committees, three of which have either no members, no chair 
or both (Communications, Hospitality, Memorial Gardens)? Several Committees consist of one 
member and one Committee has been disbanded (Social Justice). Of reports received, one was 
the Treasurer’s Report (Bob Lindahl); another was Buildings and Grounds (Bruce Nelson); and 
another was Environmental Action (Gwenn Graboyes). Funny how those parenthetic names 
show up so frequently in anything having to do with the Fellowship.  

We currently have 83 members. That number was 86 members in 2019. That’s a decline of 
about 3.5%. Average Sunday attendance in 2019 was 66 (77% of members). Today average 
attendance is 40 (48% of members), not counting the 80 people who attended our Anniversary 
Service. The average attendance over that time has declined by 39%. I know that Covid has had 
an impact on attendance, but I think most of us now feel comfortable going to the Piggly Wiggly 
or the library or the theatre.  Why have so many elected to no longer attend Sunday Service?  

We are a strong and cohesive Fellowship. I want us to remain so. Toward that end, I want to 
stress that we need some shifting of focus. We need more members. We need to target a 
younger demographic. We need to continue and build on our good works in the community. 
Perhaps we need some consultative “ministerial” guidance. None of those things will occur 
spontaneously. Perhaps the most important thing we need is more engagement and involve-
ment of our membership in working toward addressing what is the thrust of this message, i.e., 
the longer-term viability (and “thrive-ability”) of the UUFDC of which we are all a part and which 
we all value. I welcome your comments.  

https://uufdc.org/directory/
https://uufdc.org/
facebook.com/uufdc
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BUUK Club November Read 
by Lynn Mercurio, Coordinator 

Wow, the months are flying by!  But don’t let this month’s book selection, Booth, by  
Karen Joy Fowler, slip by you.  We will be meeting on Wednesday, November 2, at 10:00 
at the UUFDC and via Zoom.  This is the story of the family from which the infamous John 
Wilkes Booth is a part. “1822, a secret family moves into a secret cabin some thirty miles north-
east of Baltimore, to farm, to hide, and to bear ten children over the course of the next sixteen 
years. Junius Booth—breadwinner, celebrated Shakespearean actor and master of the house in all 
ways—is at once a mesmerizing talent and a man of terrifying instability. One by one the children 
arrive, as year by year, the country draws closer to the boiling point of secession and civil war. 

As the children grow and the tenor of the world shifts, the Booths cement their place as one of the 
country’s leading theatrical families. But behind the curtains of the many stages they have graced, 
multiple scandals, family triumphs, and disasters begin to take their toll. A startling portrait of a 
country in the throes of change and a vivid exploration of brother- and sisterhood, Booth is a riv-
eting historical novel focused on the very things that bind, and break, a family.” 

Just in case you have some spare time, December’s read is The Personal Librarian, by Marie Benedict and Victoria 
Murry. 

OUR COMMUNITYOUR COMMUNITY  

Autumn:  The Season of Gratitude 
by Trish Black, Caring Committee Chair 

Summer seemed to fly by and now fall is definitely here.  The changing of the sea-
sons offer us touchpoint for the passing of time.  In earlier times, we would be 
busy with harvesting nature’s bounty and preparing for the winter.  As the days 
grow shorter we begin to draw inward and perhaps more reflective.   We can look 
back on the year so far-what we have done, what we have received, what we still 
hope to achieve in these remaining weeks of this year.  It is a great time to reflect 
on our many blessings—to hold them in gratitude. 

 
Gratitude is an essential part of living a full and authentic life.  Scientists at University of California Berkeley in      
collaboration with UC Davis have studied gratitude and its impact on our lives.  They have discovered that an inten-
tional practice of gratitude offers a hosts of benefits: 

♥Stronger immune systems ♥Lower blood pressure ♥Better sleep   

♥Less lonely & isolated  ♥More outgoing  ♥Experience more joy and optimism 

So as we march through November lets exercise our gratitude muscle.  What can one do to build our gratitude mus-
cle:  Here are some suggestions: 

♥Begin each day with a quick meditation of thanks for the good fortune to have a new day in front of you. 

♥Keep a gratitude journal and write down the things in your life you are grateful for—the big and the small 

♥Send someone who has been a blessing or positive influence in your life a gratitude letter and let them knowhow 
you feel. 

♥Pause each day and look around at all the beauty that surrounds us and hold it in gratitude. 

Give thanks with a grateful heart! 
November Caring Committee Go2 Volunteers:  Cindy Nelson & Trish Black 

Find their contact info in the Fellowship directory.  

https://uufdc.org/wp-content/uploads/fpg48/current.pdf
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LEE LEVOY 
will take the Dickinson Poetry Series stage  

at the Fellowship on Wednesday, November 9th at 7 PM. 

Lee LeVoy will read from her new book Sacred Moments: One Couple’s 
Walk with Parkinson’s (2022, Sand Beach Press) and recent poems. 

Originally from Chicago, Lee moved to Ellison Bay in 1999 with her husband 
Hugh, when jobs opened for each of them. She has worked in parish minis-
try in Chicago and Green Bay, and is grateful to live on 17 acres in the 
home designed and built by Hugh. 

Lee studied poetry with Ellen Kort and Robin Chapman and is a member of 
Belles Lettres poetry writing group. Her poems have appeared in Halfway 
to the North Pole, the Wisconsin Fellowship of Poets’ Museletter, Wiscon-
sin Poets’ Calendar, Peninsula Pulse, and Listen: A Seeker’s Resource. Her 
first book of poems, Still Voice, was published in 2017. 

About Dickinson Poetry Series: On the second Wednesday of every month 
the Dickinson Poetry Series features a renowned local or regional poet fol-
lowed by an open mic, providing an opportunity for others to read their 
poetry. A reception follows affording an opportunity to meet the poets. 
The Series is named for Emily Dickinson, a prolific poet and philosophically 
in tune with Unitarian beliefs. The public is welcome and there is no 
charge.  

OPPORTUNITIES TO LEARN & GROWOPPORTUNITIES TO LEARN & GROW  

 
UU Gallery October & November Show 

Unitarian Universalist Fellowship of Door County is exhibiting  
KRISTI ROENNING: MINDSCAPES from October 6 to November 27.   

Roenning has a lifelong passion for art as an artist, educator, and advocate.   

MINDSCAPES is a series of abstract acrylic paintings making the invisibility 
of thought and emotion visible. Roenning found the free flow of paint and 
color lent itself well to this exploration of giving form to the formless. 

As an artist she’s been making art since childhood.  Today, working in her 
rural Sturgeon Bay studio, Kristi creates paintings that reflect her inner and 
outer landscape. Her paintings have been in local, state, and national 
juried exhibits and invitationals, and are part of public and private collec-
tions.  Her paintings can also be seen at Woodwalk Gallery in Door County. 

Prior to moving to Door County twenty five years ago, Kristi taught art in Wisconsin Schools for eighteen years and 
in 1992 was named Wisconsin Art Educator of the Year. She also served as an Instructor of Art Education at Law-
rence University from 2000-2004. Kristi continues to teach art through retreats, workshops, and lectures designed 
to reunite participants with their creative selves. She is currently serving as President of the Board of Directors of 
the Miller Art Museum in Sturgeon Bay, WI.  

RESOLUTE 



  

7 

UU Update  

Emailed Subscription: No charge 

Mailed Subscription: $15 per year 
 

Unitarian Universalist Fellowship of Door County 

10341 Water Street (Hwy 42) Ephraim 

Mailing address: 

PO Box 587, Ephraim, WI 54211 

Phone: (920) 854-7559 

Email: contact@uufdc.org 

Web page: www.uufdc.org 

November Calendar of Events 

For the most up-to-date calendar,  

please go to:  

https://uufdc.org/events-calendar/  

Sun Mon Tue Wed Thu Fri Sat 

  1 2 

10am Book Club 

3 
 

4 5 

6 7 8 9 
 

10 
 

11 12 

13 14 15 16 17 18 19 

20 21 22 

 

23 

 

24 25 26 

27 28 29 30 

 

   

DEC 4th 

 

 

      

10 AM  SERVICE   

Ben Merens 

 

10 AM  SERVICE   

February Sky  

10 AM  SERVICE   

Rev. Dawn Volpe 

10 AM  SERVICE    

David Lea 

Board Mtg. 
6pm 

7pm  
Poetry Night 
 

Board Work-
shop 6pm 

Missed a Sunday Service? Or would you like to share a Service with a friend? 
Catch any Sunday Service again at our website... 
Or on our YouTube page. 

Thanksgiving 

10 AM  SERVICE    

Ajamou Butler  

Happy Birthday to those celebrating in November: 

2 Carol Soper; 5 Beverly Conroy; 6 Jan Forkert; 9 Barbara Pedersen;       

13 Karon Winzenz; 15 Ellie Knapp; 25 Anne Clarke  

mailto:contact@uufdc.org
http://www.uufdc.org
https://uufdc.org/events-calendar/
https://uufdc.org/sunday-services-podcasts/
https://www.youtube.com/channel/UCyPRxmn-iiV1V5mJDlDqc2A

