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Upcoming March Services 
ON-SITE 10 AM SERVICES—10341 Water St. HWY 42—Ephraim 

THE SERVICES WILL ALSO BE AVAILABLE TO WATCH ON-LINE ON OUR YOUTUBE PAGE, LINKED HERE: 
https://www.youtube.com/channel/UCyPRxmn-iiV1V5mJDlDqc2A  
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         UNITARIAN UNIVERSALIST FELLOWSHIP 
OF DOOR  

COUNTY 

SUNDAY, March 5 — Arts as Community Work  
with Jacob Janssen of Third Avenue Playworks (TAP) 
Artists are care workers, not unlike nurses or teachers. Those who work in the arts 
provide spiritual, emotional, celebratory support, and energy in our communities. 

Jacob Janssen serves as the Artistic Director of the iconic Third Avenue Playworks, in 
downtown Sturgeon Bay. Janssen has over a decade of professional producing experi-
ence at theatres such as Studio Theatre, Shakespeare Theatre, and Mosaic Theater Com-
pany in Washington, DC. He is also a leader in developing new works. He is also the 
founder and former Artistic Director of Plimoth Players in Plymouth, MA. Originally from 
Kiel, Wisconsin, Jacob holds a BFA in Acting (UW-Stevens Point) and an MFA in Directing 
(DePaul University).  

Service Leader: Alan Kopischke  Music: Jason Palmer 

SUNDAY, March 12 — Celebrating International Women’s Day 
Transformation in Changing Times: Lessons from Camp Meenahga with Kathleen Harris  

What can a twentieth century girls camp tell us about ourselves and today’s Door County 
community? Camp Meenahga (Peninsula State Park, 1916-1948) offers surprising stories 
of intention and resilience. Camp yearbooks, written by girls like “Angel of Bataan” Adol-
pha Meyer and Aldo Leopold’s niece Edith, allude to issues that vexed our nation then 
and now: shifting gender roles, contrived social divisions, and the provocative intersec-
tion of athleticism and femininity. Meenahga thrived for over thirty years. It survived a 
crushing financial crisis and two global world wars, yet always offered exhilarating sum-
mer fun. How did Meenahga do it? And can we cultivate similar things in our lives to do 
the same?    

Kathleen Harris is the author of From the Lookout: Peninsula State Park’s Summer Camp 
for Girls (2020, Wisconsin Historical Society Press). After twenty-five years as Peninsula’s 
naturalist, she now works as an educator at the Ephraim Historical Foundation.  

Service Leader: Donna Johnson  Music: Katie Dahl & Carol Soper 

An Open Door to Understanding, Compassion, and Justice 

https://www.youtube.com/channel/UCyPRxmn-iiV1V5mJDlDqc2A
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Upcoming Services Continued... 

 

 

SUNDAY, MARCH 19 — Navigating Exile with Rev. Dawn Volpe  
There are many in our world who experience Exile - displaced from their homes against 
their will. Although we may not experience locational exile, there are situations which 
are imposed upon us and from which we hope to escape. But what do we do when we 
cannot escape? What do we do when we realize that the best life is in the past and our 
current/future reality will not change? Pastor Dawn will be exploring this challenging 
topic with the assistance of the ancient stories of people in Exile, hoping against hope 
for a miracle that never came. Their story will provide us with the grit we will need in 
order to Navigate Exile. 

Pastor Dawn was born and raised in Staten Island, New York. She graduated college in 
the 1970’s, when career options for women were limited. She embarked on a tradi-
tional female career in Elementary Education. After a few years, she became restless 
and wondered where life would take her. That holy restlessness took her to Seminary 

and pastoral work at a time when women were a rarity in the pulpit. 
Her adventures in ministry began in the Bronx, New York, continued 
in the Washington DC suburb of New Carrollton, Maryland, and 
now, for the last 12 years, in the paradise known as Ephraim. Her 
husband Bob works remotely as an Integrated Logistics Support An-
alyst for Fincantieri Marinette Marine, serves on the Ephraim and 
Gibraltar fire departments and as a first responder. Their son, Rob, is 
a CNC Apprentice in Illinois. Bob and Dawn are parents to a 4 legged 
son, Preston, who is featured in many of Dawn's podcasts. 

Service Leader: Henk Wolst       Music: Colin Welford & 
                  Cyndy Stiehl

SUNDAY, MARCH 26 with Art Kopischke 
01000010 01101001 01101110 01100001 01110010 01111001 
{binary} 
Societal binaries have shaped our collective worldview in a powerful way. The 
gender binary holds within it another binary of “preferred” vs “assigned,” but 
even biological sex is more fluid than the general public’s understanding of it. 
What if we understood gender as something that is not fixed, but is instead con-
stantly being created through our interactions with others? And what if we ap-
plied this idea of gender to other binaries in life? What would happen if we 
broke down the binary between binary and fluid but didn’t let go of the ex-
tremes on the spectrums? Interdisciplinary artist, Art Kopischke, uses gender 
theory to interrogate other binary dinosaurs in our society, taking examples 
from purity culture, morality tales, two party systems, and reality TV competi-
tions. 

Art Kopischke is a multi-media theater artist whose interdisciplinary perfor-
mance work has been presented at Interrobang, Abrons Arts Center, HotBed 
Gallery, I Don’t Wanna See That, Anchoress Syndicate, FEAST, ApartmentPARTY, 

NOTHEME Festival, and Am I Write Ladies. A graduate of Bard College and Brooklyn College, they have been a guest lec-
turer at New York University, United Nations International School, University of Wisconsin Green Bay, and they have 
been published in LinoKino, Onstage Blog, PUNCH, Eugene, and Bard Papers. Their play, You Don't Deserve To Die, will 
have a workshop with UWGB at World Premiere Wisconsin this March.   Service Leader: TBA     Music: Beth Coleman 
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Our Mission  
Guided by the Seven Principles of 
Unitarian Universalism, our Door 
County Fellowship:  

 Celebrates diverse beliefs 

 Inspires spiritual growth, 
intellectual inquiry, and creative 
expression 

 Cares actively for the wellbeing 
of its Fellowship family and the 
larger community 

 Practices conscientious 
stewardship of the earth upon 
which all life depends 

 Pursues equality and justice for 
all people 

Governing Board Officers 

President  
Henk Wolst 

president@uufdc.org 

Vice President 
Anna Knapp 

Treasurer  
    Bob Lindahl  

Secretary  
Carrie Link 

At-Large Governing Board 
Directors 

Robert Dunworth 

Cynthia Stiehl 

Karon Winzenz 

For contact information view our 
Fellowship Directory.  Need the 

password? Email contact@uufdc.org 

 

New to UUFDC?  

Join our mailing list by sending a 

request to contact@uufdc.org 

 

 

 Website: uufdc.org,  

Facebook: facebook.com/uufdc  

President’s Column Featuring Guest Writer: 

Anna Knapp, Fellowship Vice President 

Fellowship Sustainability  
Through the Lens of 2023: 
Persist the Dream 

Our Fellowship’s Governing Board decided in De-
cember of 2022 to revitalize a Task Force to study 
sustainability of our church membership.  I was 
asked to lead this work.  It is an honor and a privi-
lege to serve our UUFDC community.  As I told the 

members (Trish Black, Gwenn Graboyes, Lynn Lees, and Juliana Neuman) who 
joined in this service to our Members, Friends, and visitors - This has been a pas-
sion of mine ever since I signed the membership book, almost 10 years ago now!   

I have longed for a church with a vibrant young generation  

mixing with our inspirational retirement age+ folks.   
I'm not giving up my dream,  

which is why I'm so excited to be a part of this service to UUFDC.   

This fabulous group met in mid-February for the first time.  We attended a com-
munity talk at the DC Auditorium entitled "Michael Brecke: Religion and Reli-
gious Practice as Community Glue." Rev. Brecke inspired us to think about the 
practices and culture at our Fellowship and identify the things that do and don’t 
work for us and our outreach.  He told the audience that day, to “change how we 
do church” because it’s not working for so many people.  The issue of sustainabil-
ity is a focus for most churches around our country and Door County; let’s jump 
into this work with the lens of a place that opens doors for folks. 

This mindset is a huge opportunity.  Not just to think about how we can attract 
more visitors, Friends, and Members, but how to share our UU values with our 
local community.  The values we hold dear - love, inclusion, democratic process, 
care for the web of life - should be shared in a way to make this world a better 
place.  Together let’s find ways to lean in more with each other and engage our 
community in our values.   

The Task Force is excited to hear the ideas you come up with.  Watch for ways to 
participate in this conversation with us in the next couple of months.  We will be 
gathering your ideas as we learn from you, then presenting a recommendation 
to the Board this summer. Please contact me, Anna Knapp (contact in Fellowship 

directory), if you want to talk more about this.   

Nevertheless,  
She, He, They Persisted  

https://uufdc.org/directory/
https://uufdc.org/
facebook.com/uufdc
https://uufdc.org/wp-content/uploads/fpg48/current.pdf
https://uufdc.org/wp-content/uploads/fpg48/current.pdf
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Our ACTIVE CommunityOur ACTIVE Community  

Eco-Challenge of the Month 
Championed by Meg Ziegelmann 

As single-serve Keurig coffee makers have grown in 
popularity, it has been shown that consumers use less 
coffee and water. Coffee releases gaseous toxins, an 
argument for reducing your consumption of 
it. Choose to buy the re-useable pod basket or you 
are contributing to considerable plastic waste. 

What are UU’s Reading? 
by Lynn Mercurio, BUUK Club Coordinator 
 
On Wednesday, March 1st, the BUUK Club 
will meet to discuss The Color of Water by 
James McBride.  This book was recommend-
ed by Judy Mueller; she will be our leader as 
we review this funny, poignant, loving mem-
oir by James McBride of his family and his 
professional  journey that has led him to 
write this book. 

As always, you are invited to join whether 
you have read this book or not.  We will 
meet at the UUFDC from 10:00 to noon on 
March first.  You can also join by Zoom; 
please contact me for the link.  

In April we will discuss... 
The Last Slave Ship by Ben Raines. 

Dickinson Poetry Reading 
Mike Orlock, Peninsula Pulse Columnist,  

will take the Dickinson Poetry Series stage 

at UUFDC on  

Wednesday, March 8th at 7 PM. 
 
 
Orlock describes 

his poetry as, 

“light verse with 

a topical twist.”  

 

 

Open poetry mic 

and reception 

will follow the 

reading. 
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Memories made at the Caring Committee’s  

First Quarterly Birthday Party & Celebration!  

by Trish Black, Caring Committee Chair 

 

 

 

 

 

 

March Caring Committee  Go2 Volunteers:  Arlene Johnson & Trish Black 

Find their contact info in the Fellowship directory.  

Our CONNECTED CommunityOur CONNECTED Community  

On Friday, February 10th the Caring Committee hosted its first quarterly birthday celebration to honor all birthdays in the first quarter 
and especially those who are 80 and above.  There were 21 people in attendance.  Our honored octogenarians who were able to attend 
were Sandra Dirks, Gerri Friedberg, and Gerhard Bernhard.  Our community is blessed with so many wise elders.  It was a gift to get to 
know a little more about these 3 amazing members of our community.  We thought it would be fun to share with all of you some of the 
highlights of what we discovered. 

Sandra Dirks is a true Door County native.  She lived near the corner of Hwy. 42 & Juddville Rd. until about age 5.  Her family moved and 
she grew up in Menasha.  She received her nursing diploma in Fond du Lac, followed by her bachelor’s degree at Marquette and her 
master’s degree from Boston University.  Most of her work life was spent as a nurse educator at UW-Eau Claire.  Sandra and her hus-
band Rich are avid sailors which makes Door County a perfect home.  Together they have sailed the North Channel many times.  We 
loved hearing the story of her beloved VW bug whose demise still makes her sad!  Sandra adores her nieces and nephews and now 
dotes on their children which are affectionately known as the grands!   

Gerri Friedberg is a cherished friend to many at the UU and a woman of many talents.  She began playing the piano at an early age and 
was naturally gifted.  She played throughout her school years.  One of her many accomplishments was playing a Mendelssohn Concerto 
with the Joliet High School Orchestra. She was a member of the Hinsdale UU for 40 years where she shared her musical talents when 
needed. She later came to Door County and was the UUFDC Music Director for 18 years.  Gerri’s second love was horses.  Over her life-
time she owned 6 different horses and successfully competed in dressage and jumping.  She pursued her master’s degree in Social Ser-
vices at the University of Chicago and worked for many years in psychotherapy helping many clients from 4 different offices in suburban 
Chicago.  She loved to travel and has had many exotic travel experiences.  Gerri’s family includes her beloved daughter Molly and her 
two children Kendal and Ivy B.   

Gerhard Bernhard immigrated to the US from a small village near Heidelberg, Germany in 1960 at the age of 24.  He lived for a short 
time in Tremont IL and then moved to Chicago.  He made his first trip to Door County in 1969.  In 1977 he bought his home on Hwy. 57 
where he lived part-time until the 1980s.  He created the Door County Folk Festival in 1980 and began the Sunset Concert Cruises in 
1981. The Sunset Concert Cruises were his main activity for 27 years.  He met his wife Grace at an International Folk Dance Festival in 
Chicago in 1983.  Their courtship stretched over 14 years as Grace continued to live and work in Milwaukee.  He is musically talented 
playing many brass instruments, the recorder and the ocarina which you will often see hanging around his neck.  Gerhard has a collec-
tion of about 100 different instruments and can play over 20 instruments.   

Please wish our honored guests a happy birthday and probe them for more details of the amazing lives.  All have great stories to share!! 

https://uufdc.org/wp-content/uploads/fpg48/current.pdf
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Our TREASURED CommunityOur TREASURED Community  

Take Respite from Winter in our UU Gallery 
by Karon Winzenz, Gallery Coordinator  
Enter Newport Transformed, in our UU Gallery with photos by Jerry Winzenz. 
Let his five portfolios taken in the fall from 1983 to 1991, transport you on a 
mystical camping trip.  

The photos of woods and sunrise do not merely record, they are atmospheric. 
The images of mushrooms are impressionistic rather than realistic. Taken while 
lying on the ground, there were several times when hikers thought that Jerry 
had suffered a sudden illness. Thankfully no one gave him artificial respiration! 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

Jerry shares his  
artist statement in  

the form of a poem... 

 
The Newport Woods… 
 hushed 

mysterious 

bathed in autumn fog 

The familiar trails guarded by 
 countless 

 curious 

 rooted friends 

The crisp air and filtered sun 
 work their seasonal magic 

The moment shared 
 too brief 

 too few 

 too priceless 

Prepared with AED - Treasured History of UUFDC 
by Helene Di Iulio and Lynn Lees, Founding Members 
A recent television interview featured a Green Bay Packers executive telling enthusi-
astically and proudly of the organization’s commitment to purchase 80 or more AED’s 
for the local community.  

AED stands for Automated external defibrillator, a portable, life-saving device        
designed to treat people experiencing sudden cardiac arrest.  This happened recently 
to an NFL player during a game, and it is thought that the use of the AED contributed 
to his life being saved. 

Pictured above is the AED owned by UUFDC. Our unit was purchased several years ago with about $400 earned by 
MAH JONGG Club members selling bean soup mixes to the congregation!  (The MAH JONGG Club flourished for 
years with four to eight members playing weekly until sadly, several of the group died within a short time.)  

Although the device has easy directions that “walk the user through” when an emergency has occurred and the 
unit is in use, Eamon O’Dowd, who is an Emergency Medical Technician, (EMT) has offered to present a demon-
stration to increase the knowledge of potential users.  At the same time, there will be a presentation and discus-
sion of UUFDC’s Safety equipment; e.g. the location and use of emergency doors, the location and how to use fire 
extinguishers, and location of the First-Aid Kit.   

Everyone is encouraged to attend the presentation when a date is set in the Spring.  
In the meantime, note the location of our AED, mounted on the wall between the Fellowship restrooms.  

A cardiac emergency can happen at any time, to anyone. 
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Unitarian Universalist Fellowship of Door County 
10341 Water Street (Hwy 42) Ephraim 

Mailing address: 
PO Box 587, Ephraim, WI 54211 

Phone: (920) 854-7559 
Email: contact@uufdc.org 
Web page: www.uufdc.org 
Sunday Services: 10:00 am 

 

Submit articles and inquires to: 
Sara McKillop contact@uufdc.org 

March Calendar of 

Events 

For the most up-to-date calendar,  

please go to:  

https://uufdc.org/events-

calendar/  

Sun Mon Tue Wed Thu Fri Sat 

   1 

10am Book Club 

 

2 
 

3 4 

5 6 7 8 
 

9 
 

10  11 

12 13 14 15 16 17 18 

19 20 21 

 

22 

 

23 24 25 

26 27 28 29 30 31  

APR 2—10AM 

 

 

      

10 AM  SERVICE   

Kathleen Harris 

Women’s Day Service 

10 AM  SERVICE   
Art Kopischke 

Board Mtg. 
6pm 

7pm  
Poetry Night 

Missed a Sunday Service? Or would you like to share a Service 
with a friend? 
Catch any Sunday Service again at our uufdc.org website... 
Or on our YouTube UUFDC page. 

Anahkwet 
(Guy Reiter)  

10 AM  SERVICE   
Pastor Dawn Volpe 

10 AM  SERVICE   

Jacob Janssen 

Happy Birthday to those celebrating in March: 5 DAVE VERMILLION; 7 RICH DIRKS;  

11 MARILYN HANSOTIA; 14 BETH COLEMAN, MONA SIMPSON, AL WITTENKELLER;  

16 JAY DICKSON; 18 RICHARD SCHULTZ, ELLEN SHAHBAZI; 19 SANDRA DIRKS; 20 TOM TOERPE; 

21 VICKI ASH; 22 TOM SCHROEDER;  23 GERHARD BERNHARD; 24 KAREN ERIKSSON;  

28 BEN SCHROEDER; 30 ADRIA DOWLING; 31 JACQUIE POLZIN 

mailto:contact@uufdc.org
http://www.uufdc.org
mailto:contact@uufdc.org
https://uufdc.org/events-calendar/
https://uufdc.org/events-calendar/
https://uufdc.org/sunday-services-podcasts/
https://www.youtube.com/channel/UCyPRxmn-iiV1V5mJDlDqc2A

