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Upcoming December Services 
ON-SITE 10 AM SERVICES—10341 Water St. HWY 42—Ephraim 

THE SERVICES WILL ALSO BE AVAILABLE TO WATCH ON-LINE ON OUR YOUTUBE PAGE, LINKED HERE: 
https://www.youtube.com/@unitarianuniversalistfello6046/streams 
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SUNDAY, DEC. 3, 10AM — Hope & Healing: A Global Mission  
Ajamou Butler has a one-of-a-kind form of poetic ministry that electrifies and inspires the 
souls in any room he’s performing in. During our time together, we will talk about the many 
ways Heal the Hood MKE has grown to make a global impact in underserved communities 
around the globe.   

Born and raised on Milwaukee's Northside, author and lecturer Brother Ajamou Butler has 
always been one to progress from his pain. Growing up in Milwaukee's notorious 53206 zip 
code, Butler was exposed to the uglier sides of poverty. His experiences with poverty up-close 
as a child have shaped his outlook on life as an adult. In May 2012, Butler launched his non-
profit organization, Heal the Hood MKE. Heal the Hood MKE has grown to be an example of 
pushing against social injustice and rewriting the narrative of inner-city Milwaukee.  

Service Leader: Carrie Link     Music: Jason Palmer 

SUNDAY, DEC. 10, 10AM — The Illusion of Separateness  
It feels to me as if too many of us have bought into what our Buddhist friends call the 
“illusion of separateness.”  It’s this place where we judge one another and thus feel the im-
possibility of anything ever getting bridged.  The gulf is too wide and the gap too distant, the 
walls grow higher, and we suddenly forget who we are meant to be to one another.  Mother 
Teresa summed up the world’s ills most succinctly.  We’ve simply forgotten that we belong 
to each other. 

Bret Bicoy is President & CEO of the Door County Community Foundation.  He is also the 
current Board Chair of the Wisconsin Conference United Church of Christ and a co-founder 
of the United Church of Christ Foundation of Wisconsin.  With his wife Cari, they raised 6 
children in Door County and are active members of Hope Church in Sturgeon Bay. 

Service Leader: Henk Wolst        Music: Beth Coleman 

An Open Door to Understanding, Compassion, and Justice 

        SUNDAY, DEC. 17, 4PM: Candlelight, Solstice Service & Party –   

https://www.youtube.com/@unitarianuniversalistfello6046/streams
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Leaning Into the Mystery of the Winter 
Solstice with Rev. Jim Coakley  
The season of magic and mystery is upon us! Something 
about the darkness of the winter equinox fires up our 
imagination and spirituality. Science tells us our brains 
are hardwired towards leaning into the mystery, be-
cause it helps us overcome psychological darkness. It's 
no wonder that many religious traditions mark this time 
of year with ritual. Come let us celebrate together! 

Rev. Jim Coakley’s UU roots are grounded in the re-
markable story of the Fox Valley Unitarian Universalist 
Fellowship in Appleton, Wisconsin. As this congregation 
grew, so did Jim; initially as a lay leader and then a lay 
minister. Jim graduated from Meadville Lombard Theo-
logical School in 2015 and was ordained by his beloved 
congregation in 2016. His efforts in helping local UU 
congregations connect and collaborate are remarkable. 

Service Leader: Jan Frystak  
Music: Jonathan Bass & Dana L. Abbo  

SUNDAY, DEC. 31, 10AM— UU Taizé Style  
Service with Rev. Mark Richards 

Service Leader & Music: Cyndy Stiehl     

Upcoming Sunday Services Continued...Upcoming Sunday Services Continued...  

               

            

Rev. Cynthia Johnson’s Service Memorial Service 

Wednesday, December 20th, 2PM at UUFDC      
Officiant: Rev. Phil Sweet  
Rev. Cynthia Johnson died peacefully at her home on Monday morning, November 13, 
2023. A memorial service is scheduled for December 20, 2023, 2PM at UUFDC. The 
service will be live streamed on our youtube page. 

Cynthia made significant contributions to this Fellowship and she will be missed. The 
podcast library of Sunday Messages that Cynthia shared with the Fellowship can 
be found here.  Her obituary can be read here.  
 

https://www.youtube.com/@unitarianuniversalistfello6046/streams
https://uufdc.org/sermons-speakers/rev-cynthia-barnes-johnson/
https://www.caspersonfuneralhome.com/obituary/Cynthia-Johnson


 

3  

Our Mission  
Guided by the Seven Principles of 
Unitarian Universalism, our Door 
County Fellowship:  

 Celebrates diverse beliefs 

 Inspires spiritual growth, 
intellectual inquiry, and creative 
expression 

 Cares actively for the wellbeing 
of its Fellowship family and the 
larger community 

 Practices conscientious 
stewardship of the earth upon 
which all life depends 

 Pursues equality and justice for 
all people 

Governing Board Officers 

President  
Anna Knapp 

president@uufdc.org 

Vice President 
Cynthia Stiehl 

Treasurer  
     Jane Wise  

Secretary  
Karen Studebaker 

At-Large Governing Board 
Directors 

Cindy Nelson 

MaryAnn O'Dowd  

Henk Wolst 

For contact information view our 
Fellowship Directory.  Need the 

password? Email contact@uufdc.org 

 

New to UUFDC?  

Join our mailing list by sending a 

request to contact@uufdc.org 

 

 

 Website: uufdc.org,  

Facebook: facebook.com/uufdc  

President's Column  
Guest Writer: Bruce Nelson 

Buildings & Grounds Committee... 

Celebrating 2023 Projects! 
We have completed two large projects this 
year.  Both are operating well and providing us 
with solar electricity and safe drinking water. 

The solar panels were installed in 
March and started in early April.  For 
the seven months the system has op-
erated, we have reduced the amount 
of electricity we buy from Wisconsin 
Public Service by 90% from last year.  
In those seven months we have saved 
$967 compared to last year. Various 
grants will pay for 67% of the total 
cost of the system when all grants are 
received. 

When we are producing more electricity than what we are using, the excess is 
sold to Wisconsin Public Service, put into the “grid” and replaces fossil fuel pro-
duced electricity.  A win for us and the climate.  We should all be very proud of 
our efforts in reducing our carbon footprint.  Thanks to Tony Gatenby,  Gwenn 
Graboyes, and Henk Wolst for their help on this project. 

An ultra violet disinfection system for 
our drinking water was installed and 
started in May.  The Wisconsin DNR 
required that we take action due to a 
history of failed water tests.  Contin-
ued use of bottled water was not an 
acceptable option.  The system was 
installed and successfully started in 
May.  We have frequently sampled 

and had our water tested since system startup.  All samples have tested safe to 
drink.  We continue to test our water to ensure that our drinking water is safe.  
Grants have paid for 66% of the cost of this system.  Thanks to Terry Goode 
and Gwen Grayboyes for their help on this project. 

Another Reason to 
Celebrate!  
Welcoming  

New Member  
Edward DiMaio! 

https://uufdc.org/directory/
https://uufdc.org/
facebook.com/uufdc
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Our Creative Community Our Creative Community   

What are UU’s Reading? by Lynn Mercurio, BUUK Club Coordinator  

On Wednesday, December 6, we will be meeting at the UUFDC from 10-noon to discuss Squeeze 
Me, written by Carl Hiassen and recommended by Karon Winzenz.  This is a hilarious novel that takes 
place in the near past in Florida and parodies our recent president, the infestation of snakes, and a couple 
of looser criminals.  This is really a “lol” book.  Join us as we share our thoughts and laughs. 

In January we will not be reading. Instead we are holding a private, special BUUK Club event at the Fel-
lowship. Current members will received information on this event. New and interested BUUK club mem 

  bers are welcome to attend.  Contact Lynn Mercurio for more information.  

UU Gallery Presents...Winter Solstice Solace by 
Vicki Ash 
Gallery Hours: M.W.Th. 1-4PM & During 10 AM Sunday  

Service & Coffee Hour — On display until 1/28/24 

Delight in handmade quilts by our Fellowship's very 
own Vicki Ash, a quilter and fiber artist. Her artist’s state-
ment reads like poetry. “Stitches holding things together. 
Layers of colorful cotton and wool, thread, beads, all put to-
gether to please the eye, delight the viewer, warm the mo-
ment. Taking an inspiration from my surroundings and mate-
rials. Owning the title of Fiber Artist born of generations of 
family who worked with fiber and fabric to warm their fami-
ly, delight their grandchildren and keep the devil at bay with 
busy hands. I do no less.” 

Art pictured: Poinsettias Quilt, designed and pieced  
by Vicki Ash, 2003 

 
Since 2008 the UUFDC Art Gallery has hosted the work of visual artists from Door County and the region, with exhib-
its alternating every two months. The brilliant art pieces grace the Fellowship’s Gathering Room, where our Sunday 
coffee hour is held. The vibrant gallery is volunteer led. 

Dickinson Poetry Reading: WED, DEC 6th at 7PM 

Enjoy a poetry reading hour with Door County  featured poets, Kathleen 
Harris and Mike Orlock. On the FIRST Wednesday of the month, at 7pm, 
the Dickinson Poetry Series highlights a renowned local or regional poet. 
The reading is followed by an open mic that allows others to read their 
work and a reception with the poets. A reception in our Art Gallery/
Gathering Room follows the reading. 

Cozy Crafting in the UU Art Gallery  

Catch up on your personal handicraft project in community, the 2nd Monday of the 

month, 10AM to noon, in our comforting UU Fellowship.  

All are welcome— bring a friend! Our next meeting is 12/11/23 – 10AM to NOON. 

https://uufdc.org/directory/
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Our Musical CommunityOur Musical Community  

Colin Welford shares,  

“I’m looking forward to pulling out all the stops 

on the celebrated Miller Organ of Lawrence   

University’s Memorial Chapel in Appleton,        

on Dec 15th.  

The organ was built for the 

university through the gener-

osity of the mother of our 

friend, Cyndy Stiehl!  

Tickets are available for this 

fundraiser, to benefit a great 

cause. See the Trim Hunger 

FB page for details.” 

https://www.facebook.com/TrimHungerShearMadness
https://www.facebook.com/TrimHungerShearMadness
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Our Caring CommunityOur Caring Community  
 

 
 

 

Reverse Advent Initiative for Local Food Pantries  
by Trish Black, Caring Committee Chair 

The Caring Committee would like to encourage everyone to participate in this year’s Reverse Ad-
vent Initiative.  We hope everyone will start collecting suggested items beginning Thursday, De-
cember 1st and donate them to your most convenient food pantry no later than Wednesday, De-
cember 20th.  The list of suggested items is below.  Please be generous in your support of this ini-
tiative.  Information regarding the food pantries with 24 hour availability located in Northern 
Door is listed below: 

   Door of Life   Klaud’s Food Pantry   Care 24/7 

   2731 WI 42  Shepherd of the Bay   Stella Maris Parish 

   Sister Bay  11836 WI 42, Ellison Bay  4012 WI 42, Fish Creek 

Reverse Advent 2023  December 1 - 20 

Please collect the items listed below & Donate to your local food 

pantry by DECEMBER 20th 

Dec.     1  Oatmeal 

Dec.     2  Baking Flour 

Dec.     3  Baking Powder/Soda/ Salt/Spices & Seasoning 

Dec.     4  Oils—Corn/Canola/Olive 

Dec.     5  Baking Chips 

Dec.     6  Dessert Mixes 

Dec.     7  Canned Vegetables 

Dec.     8  Canned Fruit 

Dec.     9         Peanut Butter 

Dec.    10  Pasta 

Dec.    11  Canned Tomatoes—Diced/Sauce/Paste 

Dec.    12  Spaghetti Sauce 

Dec.    13  Rice 

Dec.    14  Broth 

Dec.    15  Cranberries Fresh or Canned 

Dec.    16  Canned Soup 

Dec.    17  Crackers 

Dec.    18  Jelly/JAM 

Dec.    19   Cereal 

Dec.     20  Holiday Candy 

December Caring Committee  

Go2 Volunteers:   

Cindy Nelson & Trish Black 

Find their contact info in the  
Fellowship directory.  

https://uufdc.org/wp-content/uploads/fpg48/current.pdf
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Unitarian Universalist Fellowship of Door County 
10341 Water Street (Hwy 42) Ephraim 

Mailing address: 
PO Box 587, Ephraim, WI 54211 

Phone: (920) 854-7559 
Email: contact@uufdc.org 
Web page: www.uufdc.org 
Sunday Services: 10:00 am 

 

Submit articles and inquires to: 
Sara McKillop contact@uufdc.org 

December Calendar 

of Events 

For the most up-to-date calendar,  

please go to:  

https://uufdc.org/events-

calendar/  

Sun Mon Tue Wed Thu Fri Sat 
    

 

 

 1 2 

3 4 5 6 
10am Book Club 

7pm Poetry 
Night  

7 8 9 

10 11  
10-Noon 
crafting  in art 
gallery 

12 13 
6pm Board 
Mtg. Zoom 
Meeting 

14 15 
 

16 

17 18 19 

 

20 
Cynthia 
Johnson  
Memorial 2PM 
 

21 22 23 
 

24 25 26 

 

27 28 29 30 

 

31       

10 AM  SERVICE   

Bret Bicoy 

1:30PM Concert 

10 AM  SERVICE 
Rev.  M. Richards 

Missed a Sunday Service? Or would you like to share a Service 
with a friend? 
Catch any Sunday Service again on our YouTube UUFDC page. 
Or on our uufdc.org website... 

4PM SERVICE & 
Holiday Party 

  Rev. J. Coakley   

10 AM  SERVICE   
Ajamou Butler 

Taking a rest... 
No Service 

Happy December Birthday to.... 2 Robert Fickes; 3 Holly Erskine; 4 Sheila Saperstein; 5 

Lynn Olson, Kathy Toerpe; 9 Bonnie Rock; 13 Vicky Carmen, Nora Flood; 14 Sally Malm; 15 Kenn Falk 

17 Dottie Gerrits, Lynn Lees, Chris Weidenbacher; 19 Pat Crow, Art Kopischke; 25 Tony Gatenby, 

Eamon O’Dowd;  26 Tim Erskine; 27 Bob Dunworth  

mailto:contact@uufdc.org
http://www.uufdc.org
mailto:contact@uufdc.org
https://uufdc.org/events-calendar/
https://uufdc.org/events-calendar/
https://www.youtube.com/channel/UCyPRxmn-iiV1V5mJDlDqc2A
https://uufdc.org/sunday-services-podcasts/

