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Upcoming February Services 
ON-SITE 10 AM SERVICES—10341 Water St. HWY 42—Ephraim 

THE SERVICES WILL ALSO BE AVAILABLE TO WATCH ON-LINE ON OUR YOUTUBE PAGE, LINKED HERE: 
https://www.youtube.com/@unitarianuniversalistfello6046/streams 
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         UNITARIAN UNIVERSALIST FELLOWSHIP 
OF DOOR  

COUNTY 

An Open Door to Understanding, Compassion, and Justice 

SUNDAY, FEB 2, 10AM with Jeff Pearcy — And Then I Come Home  

We Unitarian Universalist people are deeply committed to social justice work.  It can be 
difficult to sustain our enthusiasm and engagement over time.  Today’s discussion will be 
an analysis of the elements necessary to remain committed in trying times.  Using the 
lived experience of a variety of First Unitarian Society of Milwaukee members we will ex-
plore this theme.   

Jeff Pearcy is a retired association executive and a life-long documentary photographer.  
He has worked with UUA to document rebuilding in the Philippines after typhoon Hiyan, 
water issues in Flint, MI, and mistreatment of migrants seeking asylum in Texas.   He has 
traveled four times to document work in Sierra Leone that has resulted in the building of a 
hospital, sinking of wells, a school, and innovations in agriculture.  This is his third visit to 
the UUFDC pulpit.  He has also had four shows of his photography in the UUFDC gallery.  
He and his wife, Jerilyn, have been members of the First Unitarian Society of Milwaukee  

       for over thirty years.    Service Leader: Jan Frystak Pianist: Sandy Bader   

SUNDAY, FEB 9, 10AM with Dale Goodner — A World of Wandering  

Wandering provides direct experience, which leads to discovery.  Discovery invites 
curiosity.  Curiosity gives rise to learning.  Learning reveals connections.  

“Caring is not abstract. The circle of ecological compassion we feel is enlarged by 
direct experience of the living world, and shrunken by its lack.” - from  Braiding 
Sweetgrass by Robin Wall Kimmerer.  

Travel is just expanded wandering… both farther (physical distance) and further 
(figurative distance).  As said by Rick Steves, travel host on PBS, “travel is rich with 
learning opportunities, and the ultimate souvenir is a broader perspective… Sud-
denly, the palette with which we paint the story of our lives has more color.” We’ll 
take a look at some of the often unexpected benefits of wandering. 

Dale Goodner retired as Peoria Park District’s Supervisor of Interpretive Services, in 
2009.  He and his wife Mary were members of the UU Church in Peoria for almost 
30 years.  They now live in Algoma and are active friends of UUFDC.  

         Service Leader: Cindy Nelson     Pianist: John Peshut      Special Music: Marjasana Kaym, Soprano       

https://www.youtube.com/@unitarianuniversalistfello6046/streams
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Upcoming Sunday Services Continued...Upcoming Sunday Services Continued...  
SUNDAY, Feb. 16 with Ajamou Butler  

A Man On A Mission: The Past, The Present and A Vision For The Future 

We’ll reconnect and call back in the progressive growth my pre-
vious three messages I have shared at UUFDC: African contribu-
tions to global civilizations (past), my journey spiritually 
(present) & my plans to launch my very own educational con-
sulting firm (future). Let’s continue to spark hope in one anoth-
er in this electrifying message that ends with a call to action. 

Born and raised on Milwaukee’s Northside, author and lectur-
er Brother Ajamou Butler has always been one to progress 
from his pain. Growing up in Milwaukee’s notorious 53206 zip 
code, Butler was exposed to the uglier sides of poverty. His ex-
periences with poverty up-close as a child have shaped his out-
look on life as an adult. In May 2012, Butler launched his non-

profit organization, Heal the Hood MKE. Heal the Hood MKE has grown to be an example of pushing against social 
injustice and rewriting the narrative of inner-city Milwaukee.  

Service Leader: Donna Johnson  Pianist: John Peshut        

               

            

SUNDAY, FEB 23 with Laura Smythe 

Portraits through Words:  Reflections on a Few Loved Ones and 

What They Have Taught Me 

I deeply believe that everybody with whom we meaningfully interact with,   
presents us with either an opportunity taken, and from which, and from 
whom, we can learn, OR with an opportunity not taken and from which we 
are left a bit more bereft and alone and less fully-actualized than we might 
have otherwise been.  In celebration of our own potential - I offer these    
portraits and ruminations. 

 

Laura C. Smythe, is University Ombuds at Iowa State University where she 
serves graduate and professional students, staff, faculty, and administrators to manage conflict and build             
respectful, ethical and inclusive cultures.  She works with individuals and entire units and departments on            
healthy communication, inclusivity and ethical leadership.  She also serves as Owner/Founder of Communication 
Connections, LLC and works in that role as an Organizational Culture Diagnostician building upon her years of       
experience as a mediator, attorney, ombuds, professor, coach and trainer to consult with for-profit and nonprofit 
industries both nationally and internationally.  In this capacity she works with leaders to design ethical and           
inclusive organizations that value their employees and the communities in which they work.     

Service Leader: Maryanne O’Dowd   Pianist: Jason Palmer   

“Unitarian Universalists are neither a chosen people nor a people whose choices are made  

for them by theological authorities - ancient or otherwise.  

We are a people who choose.” 

― Forrest Church, A Chosen Faith: An Introduction to Unitarian Universalism  

https://www.goodreads.com/work/quotes/67270
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Upcoming Sunday Services Continued...Upcoming Sunday Services Continued...  

SUNDAY, March 2, 10AM 

Jacob Janssen is a director & arts leader.  

Currently serving as the artistic director  
of Third Avenue PlayWorks. 

SUNDAY, March 9, 10AM 

Henk Wolst - UUFDC Service Leader & Past President  
Debuts as a speaker with his message titled:   
A Perfect Anthem for an Imperfect Time   

SUNDAY, March 16, 10AM 

Bret Bicoy   

President & CEO of Door County Community Foundation &  

Board Chair of the Wisconsin Conference United Church of 
Christ  

SUNDAY, March 23, 10AM 

 

Rev. Dawn Volpe is the pastor of Ephraim Moravian Church.  
    

SUNDAY, March 30, 10AM 

 
Tracey Robertson is a consultant,  

educator, writer, and author.  
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Our Mission  
Guided by the Seven Principles of 
Unitarian Universalism, our Door 
County Fellowship:  

 Celebrates diverse beliefs 

 Inspires spiritual growth, 
intellectual inquiry, and creative 
expression 

 Cares actively for the wellbeing 
of its Fellowship family and the 
larger community 

 Practices conscientious 
stewardship of the earth upon 
which all life depends 

 Pursues equality and justice for 
all people 

Governing Board Officers 

President  
Anna Knapp 

president@uufdc.org 

Vice President 
Al Johnson 

Treasurer  
     Maurie Ash  

Secretary  
Cindy Nelson 

At-Large Governing Board 
Directors 

Mary Dunworth 

Maryanne O'Dowd  

Cyndy Stiehl 

For contact information view our 
Fellowship Directory.  Need the 

password? Email contact@uufdc.org 

 

New to UUFDC?  

Join our mailing list by sending a 

request to contact@uufdc.org 

 

 

 Website: uufdc.org,  

Facebook: facebook.com/uufdc  

President's Column By Anna Knapp  
Fostering Resilience with Fellowship 
I found this quote attributed to Barack Obama the 
other day, and it really spoke to me the day I 
came across it.  “Change will not come if we wait 
for some other person or some other time. We are 
the ones we've been waiting for. We are the 
change that we seek.” 

January 2025 hit many of us hard–the cold tem-
peratures, the fires in California, the transition in 
the White House with all the executive orders–it 
seemed like it was a real challenge to find good 
news anywhere.   

We are the good news, my friends; we are the ones who are going to make a 
difference and make the change that we seek. 

Here’s how:  First of all, support each other.  Reach out and invite someone to 
dinner or lunch or a cup of coffee.  Go for hikes together and find respite under 
the trees.  Mingle your self-care with the self-care of others.  Knit together, talk 
about books together.  Do the things that make you feel good and help others 
to do the same. 

Next, let’s get together and find out ways that we can help those that we 
don’t already know as friends or neighbors, but those that we know are also 
struggling right now.  I saw that Open Door Pride is looking for folks to join 
them as volunteers.  First Unitarian Society of Madison has invited us to join 
them for a webinar called The Spiritual Work of Trans Justice and Safety.  I re-
cently attended a webinar on stopping the spread of misinformation.  You are 
probably seeing these types of offers being sent to you through the various or-
ganizations that you are a part of too.  Sign up for these opportunities and in-
vite a friend to join in to watch it together.   

The more we learn right now and then talk about these ideas with others, the 
greater the impact we will make.  I know it’s hard right now, but dig in.  Please.  
Change is not going to come if we wait for someone else to do it.  There is no 
other time but now.    

Turn the page to discover ways to 
unite in Fellowship beyond Sunday       
Services→ 
 

February’s Caring Committee 

Go2 Volunteers:  

Cindy Nelson & Trish Black 

Find their contact info in the Fellowship directory.  

https://uufdc.org/directory/
https://uufdc.org/
https://www.facebook.com/uufdc
https://uufdc.org/directory/
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Our Creative Community Our Creative Community   

Unwind with Dickinson Poetry Night — February 12, 7PM, UUFDC 
TWO poets will be the featured readers of the February 12th Dickinson Poetry Series: Annette Langlois Grunseth & 
Tori Grant Welhouse. A open mic and reception with the authors will follow the reading. A perfect chance to       
experience the Fellowship space in the warm, glow of evening lights— a perfect addition to your hygge bucket list!  

Annette Langlois Grunseth, a Green Bay poet, authored Becoming Trans-Parent, One 
Family’s Journey of Gender Transition, which received a Pushcart Prize nomination 
and Combat and Campus: Writing Through War, earning a Gold Medal from the      
Military Writers Society of America. Her poems have appeared in Amethyst Review, 
Silver Birch Press, and Poetry of Presence II.  She won the Hal Gruetzmacher Poetry 
Prize from Peninsula Pulse in 2022 and has received recognitions from Wisconsin             
Fellowship of Poets and Wisconsin People and Ideas. Learn more 
at www.annettegrunseth.com 

 

Tori Grant Welhouse is a poet and novelist from Green Bay with an award-winning poetry 
chapbook Vaginas Need Air (Etchings Press) and a prize-winning YA fantasy novel  
The Fergus (Skyrocket Press). In 2024, she earned an honorable mention in 
the 3rd Wednesday Poetry Contest. Her poems have appeared most recently in  
Crab Orchard Review, Red River Review and Cloudbank.  She is an active volunteer  
for the Wisconsin Fellowship of Poets (www.wfop.org) and co-creator of the literary  
magazine Bramble. Learn more www.torigrantwelhouse.com  

Important Note: The Dickinson Poetry series has returned to the SECOND 
Wednesday of the month. 

Book Talk Invitation! Having Read the Book Is Not Required. by Lynn Mercurio, BUUK Coordinator  
On Wednesday, February 5th, 10AM we will gather to discuss The Women by Kristin Hannah.   
“The Women is the story of one woman gone to war in Vietnam, but it shines a light on all women 
who put themselves in harm’s way and whose sacrifice and commitment to their country has too 
often been forgotten. A novel about deep friendships and bold patriotism, The Women is a richly 
drawn story with a memorable heroine whose idealism and courage under fire will come to de-
fine an era.” Description sourced from Goodreads.  
 
 

On March 5th we’ll dive into the gripping, fast-paced novel Overthrow : America's century of regime change from 
Hawaii to Iraq by Steven Kinzer. Goodreads summarizes, “A fast-paced narrative history of the coups, revolutions, 
and invasions by which the United States has toppled fourteen foreign governments -- not always to its own ben-
efit[…] -- stories of the audacious politicians, spies, military commanders, and business executives who took it upon 
themselves to depose monarchs, presidents, and prime ministers. ” 

Zoom attendance available for both events, contact Lynn Mercurio for more information. Your presence will enrich 
our time together.  

See a NEW show in our UU Art Gallery, Feb 9—Mar 30th, 2025 
M.A.F.I.A.: Four decades of creativity and connection: Art from the women of the Moveable Art Feast in Action 
Find more details about the art show & gallery hours here at our website. 

http://www.annettegrunseth.com/
http://www.wfop.org/
http://www.torigrantwelhouse.com/
https://www.goodreads.com/book/show/127305853-the-women
https://www.goodreads.com/book/show/90540.Overthrow
https://www.goodreads.com/book/show/90540.Overthrow
https://uufdc.org/directory/
https://uufdc.org/art-gallery/
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Our Active Community Our Active Community   

Action Through Education & Connection Hosted by MidAmerica UUA, Madison 

ONLINE VIEWING PIZZA PARTY 
Broadcasting the Madison Event  
IN THE UUFDC SANCTUARY!  
Join us Sat., Feb. 22 any time between 10AM-3:30PM  
RSVPS are very helpful, email contact@uufdc.org  
 
Come expand your understanding of what it means to be trans and nonbinary, 
learn how to tell fact from fiction, and find out how to help create safety for trans 
people and their families in this moment. No matter who you are or how much or 
how little you know about gender diversity, this interactive and informative work-
shop will expand your mind, open your heart, and give all of us the tools we need 

         to deepen our welcome and care for people of all genders in our community.  

Zr. Alex Kapitan (ze/per) is a lay community minister, educator, editor, consultant, and activist. A trans and queer 
lifelong Unitarian Universalist, Alex does interfaith LGBTQ work and supports congregations in becoming places of 
radical welcome for all.  

The event hosts express, “Our faith communities, being a place of welcome and belonging is about more than being 
friendly. It means actively working to dismantle the forces in our world that teach us that some people are better, 
normal, more valuable and other people are lesser than, other, outsiders. In our world today, we know that Trans 
and Non-binary lives are under threat. The current political moment is a dangerous and terrifying one for trans peo-
ple and their loved ones, as harmful anti-trans rhetoric and legislation escalates across the country.” 

For those watching from home or attending in Madison, see the registration link: https://docs.google.com/forms/d/
e/1FAIpQLSf6aKkIuwqSsIjzKHL875mOzy7ReqJ5eNHOOZK2cDyX-5wc2A/viewform  

 

Staying Safe Online Workshop: Caring by Learning Together  
FRI, FEB 21, 1–3PM, held at UUFDC Article Submitted by Trish Black, Caring Committee Chair 

The Caring Committee is hosting a workshop to help ALL of us stay safe when 
we are online.  This presentation will be led by staff from Quantum Technology. 
Sign up will be required and the class will be limited to 30 participants.   
The sign-up sheet is on the bulletin board in the vestibule.   

 

This comprehensive program covers the fundamentals of internet safety, 
recognizing and avoiding online threats, securing personal information, 
and ensuring safe communication online. Participants will benefit from  
expert instruction, interactive learning experiences, and a wealth of        
resources to protect their devices and personal data.  This course is        
designed for older adults and individuals with limited experience navi-
gating the digital world securely.  The course will offer practical strategies 
for safe internet usage, including shopping, banking, and using social me-
dia, alongside guidance on responding to cybersecurity breaches.  

https://docs.google.com/forms/d/e/1FAIpQLSf6aKkIuwqSsIjzKHL875mOzy7ReqJ5eNHOOZK2cDyX-5wc2A/viewform
https://docs.google.com/forms/d/e/1FAIpQLSf6aKkIuwqSsIjzKHL875mOzy7ReqJ5eNHOOZK2cDyX-5wc2A/viewform
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Unitarian Universalist Fellowship of Door County 
10341 Water Street (Hwy 42) Ephraim 

Mailing address: 
PO Box 587, Ephraim, WI 54211 

Phone: (920) 854-7559 
Email: contact@uufdc.org 
Web page: www.uufdc.org 
Sunday Services: 10:00 am 

 

Submit articles and inquires to: 
Sara McKillop contact@uufdc.org 

FEB Calendar of 

Events 

For the most up-to-date calendar,  

please go to:  

https://uufdc.org/events-

calendar/  

Sun Mon Tue Wed Thu Fri Sat 
 

 

     1 
 

2 3 4 5 
 
10AM Book Club  

 

6 

 
7 8 

9 10 
 

11 12 Poetry 
Night 7PM 

 

13 14 
 

15 

16 17 18 

 

19    

 

20 21 
1-3 PM 
Online safety 
workshop 

22 
10 AM—3:30 
Pizza party, 
Wartmann 
lecture 

23 24 25 26 

6PM Board 
Meeting ONLY 
ON ZOOM 

27 28  

       

Missed a Sunday Service? Or would you like to share a Service 
with a friend? 
Catch any Sunday Service again on our YouTube UUFDC page. 
Or on our uufdc.org website... 

10 AM  SERVICE   
Jeff Pearcy  

10 AM  SERVICE   
Ajamou Butler 

10 AM  SERVICE   
Laura Smythe 

3rd Sunday Collection 

10 AM  SERVICE   
Dale Goodner 

Happy Birthday to those celebrating in February:  

4 Buttons Wolst; 6 Paul Soper; 12 Larry Eriksson;  13 Gerri Friedberg; 18 Makena Murre;  

19 Nancy Dickson, Toby Mason; 22 Diane Morgan; 23 Jami Hanreddy. 

mailto:contact@uufdc.org
http://www.uufdc.org
mailto:contact@uufdc.org
https://uufdc.org/events-calendar/
https://uufdc.org/events-calendar/
https://www.youtube.com/channel/UCyPRxmn-iiV1V5mJDlDqc2A
https://uufdc.org/sunday-services-podcasts/

