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An Open Door to Understanding, Compassion, and Justice

Upcoming March Services

ON-SITE 10 AM SERVICES—10341 Water St. HWY 42—Ephraim

THE SERVICES WILL ALSO BE AVAILABLE TO WATCH ON-LINE ON OUR YOUTUBE PAGE, LINKED HERE:
https://www.youtube.com/@unitarianuniversalistfello6046/streams

SUNDAY, MAR 2, 10AM with Jacob Janssen — In Defense of Inefficiency

Efficiency is the word of the hour, and understandably so. In a world of finite
resources it is essential to best use what little we have for everyone's maximum
benefit. But have the ideas of 'best' and 'better' gone too far? Has the Fordist logic
of 'optimization' led us to a path to ruin? When is inefficiency virtue and not vice?
What can we learn from artistic practice that helps us to be more contemplative,
and less fixated on bottom line outcomes.

Jacob Janssen serves as the Artistic Director of the iconic Third Avenue PlayWorks,
in downtown Sturgeon Bay. Janssen has over a decade of professional producing
experience at theatres. Jacob holds a BFA in Acting (UW-Stevens Point) and an
MFA in Directing (DePaul University).

Service Leader: Alan Kopischke Pianist: Sandy Bader

SUNDAY, MAR 9, 10AM with Henk Wolst

A Perfect Anthem for an Imperfect Time

“These are the times that try men’s souls,” wrote Thomas Paine in his paper called
The American Crisis. That was published nearly 250 years ago in 1776. Today we
are again confronted with “...times that try men’s souls,” albeit far less one-
dimensional than Paine’s concern. His concern was the British. Our concerns
range from the politics of the day, characterized by polarity, pique and prevarica-
tion, to climate change, to wars in Europe and the Middle East... One seeks com-
fort and guidance for this unrelenting challenge to well-being. | find both in a song
by Leonard Cohen called Anthem. My friend Billy Dave Sherman will sing it. Then
I’ll tell you about it. And then | hope some light will get in.

A native of the Netherlands, Henk grew up in the US, having lived in New Jersey and New York, the Carolinas and,
for nearly fifty years, Wisconsin. With a graduate degree in International Business, he worked in marketing and
sales, holding executive positions in the publishing, yacht-building, and building materials industries. He is an avid
reader and an occasional writer of poetry and letters to the editor — and loves wordplay. He and his wife live in the
woods in Jacksonport in a log home with their rescue dog Winnie.

Service Leader: Maryanne O’Dowd Piano: Beth Coleman Special Music: David Sherman



https://www.youtube.com/@unitarianuniversalistfello6046/streams

Upcoming Sunday Services Continued...

SUNDAY, MAR. 16, 10AM with Bret Bicoy — Moral Hazard and the Cruel Irony of Bootstraps

; In our society, the concept of moral hazard - meant for businesses and eco-
nomic policy - has seeped into how we treat one another as human beings. We
justify withholding help by claiming it discourages responsibility, forgetting
that hardship isn’t always the result of poor choices. When we see a struggling
person, we shouldn’t treat them like a failing corporation in need of tough
lessons but rather as a brother or sister in need of compassion. We need to
reject this cold calculus return to a mindset where kindness and humanity, not
economic theory, guide our actions.

Bret Bicoy is President & CEO of the Door County Community Foundation. He is also the current Board Chair of the
Wisconsin Conference United Church of Christ and a co-founder of the United Church of Christ Foundation of

WI. With his wife Cari, they raised 6 children in Door County and are active members of Hope Church in Sturgeon
Bay. Service Leader: Carrie Link Pianist: Jason Palmer

SUNDAY, MAR 23, 10AM with Rev. Dawn Volpe — Battle Fatigue
We are engaged in a daily battle against the forces of destruction: environmental disas-
ters brought about by human behavior, the criminalization of poverty, dismantling of
protections for vulnerable populations, elevation of despots... the list is endless. How do
we stay engaged when exhaustion overwhelms us? How do we stay positive when evil
seems to be winning? Join me as we look for answers from the experiences of a man
who found renewed vigor after a serious case of 'battle fatigue'.

Rev. Dawn Volpe is the pastor of Ephraim Moravian Church. She just celebrated her
39th year of ministry, which includes forays in The Bronx NY, the suburbs of Washington
DC and, over the past 14 years, the wilds of Ephraim. In July of 2025, she will enter the
uncharted territory known as ‘retirement’.

Service Leader: Donna Johnson Pianist: Colin Welford

SUNDAY, MAR. 30, 10AM with Tracey Robertson
Stained No Longer: Healing the Child Within

Tracey Robertson is no stranger to the Unitarian Universalist Fellowship of Door County, but
this time, she’s bringing a conversation that is deeply personal. Tracey’s long-awaited second
book, Growing Up Stained, is set to drop any day now—a powerful memoir that lays bare her
journey through childhood trauma, survival, and ultimately, healing.

Raised on Chicago’s South Side, Tracey experienced emotional and sexual abuse before she
even started first grade. With a distant mother and a father battling addiction, she learned ear-
ly on to bury her wounds beneath unhealthy coping mechanisms. Growing Up Stained tells the
raw and unflinching story of a young Black girl who was failed by those closest to her—but who
never stopped fighting to rise above her past. Through secret teenage pregnancies, love, mar-
riage, and self-discovery, Tracey takes readers on a journey of confronting the “stains” left by
abuse, shame, and generational cycles. Now, standing in her truth, she refuses to be defined by
what she endured.

More than just a memoir, Growing Up Stained is a testament to resilience, a declaration of hope, and an invitation
for others to reclaim their own healing. In this talk, Tracey will explore the power of self-reflection and the courage
it takes to heal the child within. Her story is proof that while the path to healing isn’t easy, it is always worth
walking. Service Leader: Jan Frystak Pianist: John Peshut




Upcoming Sunday Services Continued...

SUNDAY, April 6, 10AM
Mariah Goode

25+ years of leadership in Door County towards achievement of
optimal social, environmental, and economic outcomes

Recently retired as Director of the Door County Land Use Services Dept.
Board Member of the Door County Housing Partnership.

L\ SUNDAY, April 13, 10AM
Lachrisa Grandberry

Performer, Playwright, Lyricist, Composer, Program Director of
Nurturing Original Voices and Artists (NOVA) with Northern Sky Theater

SUNDAY, April 20, 10AM
Rev. Mark Richards

UU Minister, Chaplain for Unity Hospice in Door County,
President of the WI UU State Action Network

SUNDAY, April 27, 10AM

& ~ Rev. Dawn Volpe is the pastor of Ephraim Moravian Church.

“Unitarian Universalists are neither a chosen people nor a people whose choices are made
for them by theological authorities - ancient or otherwise.
We are a people who choose.”

— Forrest Church, A Chosen Faith: An Introduction to Unitarian Universalism



https://wuusan.org/
https://www.goodreads.com/work/quotes/67270

Our Mission

Guided by the Seven Principles of
Unitarian Universalism, our Door
County Fellowship:

¢ Celebrates diverse beliefs

* Inspires spiritual growth,
intellectual inquiry, and creative
expression

¢ Cares actively for the wellbeing
of its Fellowship family and the
larger community

* Practices conscientious
stewardship of the earth upon
which all life depends

* Pursues equality and justice for
all people

Governing Board Officers

President
Anna Knapp
president@uufdc.org

Vice President
Al Johnson

Treasurer
Maurie Ash

Secretary
Cindy Nelson

At-Large Governing Board
Directors

Mary Dunworth
Maryanne O'Dowd
Cyndy Stiehl

For contact information view our
Fellowship Directory. Need the
password? Email contact@uufdc.org

New to UUFDC?

Join our mailing list by sending a
request to contact@uufdc.org

Welcome’

Website: uufdc.org,

Facebook: facebook.com/uufdc

President’s Column By Anna Knapp
Fosteting Restlience with Love

| was gifted a powerful wave of hope this week through
my privilege of working with Gibraltar’s diversity club,
We are United Against Hate.

Together this amazing group of youth was joined by

the creators of the documentary, Stranger by the Gate.

“An Afghan refugee named Bibi Bahrami — and the

members of her little Indiana mosque — come face to
face with a U.S. Marine who has secret plans to bomb their community center.
But Mac’s plan takes an unexpected turn.” The loving welcome he received
from the Mosque community, opened his eyes and heart, transforming his life
with friendship and light. It was an incredible moving experience, reminding us
to hold onto this keystone lesson as we all face the challenges together. You
can watch the film here: strangeratthegate.com/watch-the-film

Love is the power that binds us one to the other.

Find a space in your heart to love every one you meet.
Be kind to those who are suffering.
Speak truth to everyone - speak gently - and speak truth.
Give yourself permission to sit some events out.
The work will sap your energy and diminish your will,

Refresh, rejoice, and reach out to each other.

Our cause is LOVE, our mission is JUSTICE.

- Rev. Mark Richards, from WUUSAN Newsletter

Wisconsin UU State Action Network Welcomes New Staff Member
Ondrew Tillotson joins us from the Wisconsin Power Table
of State Voices. Their role will be to help WUUSAN devel-
op an integrated social media strategy over multiple
platforms so our message can get distributed to more au-
diences quicker. Ondrew recently met with our Fellow-
ship, along with many in the state, strategizing a plan to
better unify and inform one another about our congrega-
tion’s actions.

See this link for all the ways you can learn and connect
with the work of WUUSAN, as we witness and walk in state
action together: https://linktr.ee/wuusan

March’s Caring Committee

i@ . Go2 Volunteers:
' Jan Frystak & Trish Black

=
V|

Find their contact info in the Fellowship directory.



https://uufdc.org/directory/
https://uufdc.org/
https://www.facebook.com/uufdc
https://youtu.be/ZnKPGK3yb5Y?si=nDcuegYNHfcvHVce
https://www.strangeratthegate.com/watch-the-film
https://uufdc.org/directory/
https://linktr.ee/wuusan

Our Creative Community

Book Talk Invitation! Having Read the Book Is Not Regquired by Lynn Mercutio, BUUK Cootdinator
On Wednesday, March 5th, 10AM, we will gather and we’ll dive into the discussion of the gripping,
fast-paced novel Overthrow : America's century of regime change from Hawaii to Irag by Steven
Kinzer. Karon Winzenz has offered this compelling book recommendation that provides the pro-

o\ vocative US history that takes readers to fourteen countries, including Cuba, Iran, South Vietnam,
Chile, and Iraq, that resulted in regime change initiated and/or supported by our country. A review
of 100 years of American involvement in changing the leadership of other countries.

STEPHEN KINZER

On April 2 we will visit England in No Fixed Abode by Charlie Carroll. In 2011 he is without a job
and decides to travel as a tramp--no money and no place to sleep. He shares his experiences and
things he learned about himself and other people.

Zoom attendance available for both events, contact Lynn Mercurio for more information.

Your presence will enrich our time together.

Unwind with Dickinson Poetry Night — March 12, 7PM, VUFDC

On Wednesday, March 12th, at 7PM, Amy Phimister will read her poetry for the Dick-
inson Poetry Series, followed by an open mic and refreshments. A perfect chance to
experience the Fellowship space in the warm, glow of evening lights. Amy Phimister,
originally from De Pere, lives in Sturgeon Bay having retired on family property in 2014.
After having served in corporate management positions in various states, she is thrilled
to wake up every morning to look out at our beautiful blue lake.

She is a member of the Belles Lettre poetry group, WFOP and the Door County Poets
Collective. Her poetry has been published in the WFOP calendars, the Ekphrastic
Review, Yardstick Books. She has been recognized in The Hal Prize, two Writers’ Digest
competitions , The WFOP Triad and Muse contests. Amy has written a children’s book ABC the Animals with her
cousin Christine Degeneffe as illustrator. She is currently working on a collection of her poetry.

About Dickinson Poetry Series: On the SECOND Wednesday of every month the Dickinson Poetry Series features a re-

nowned local or regional poet followed by an open mic, providing an opportunity for others to read their poetry. A

reception follows affording an opportunity to meet the poets. The Series is named for Emily Dickinson, a prolific poet
and philosophically in tune with Unitarian beliefs. The public is welcome and there is no charge.

See 3 NEW show in our VU Art Gallery, Feb 9—Mar 30th, 2025 ||,
M.A.F.L.A.: Four decades of creativity and connection: Art from the o) 1 1

women of the Moveable Art Feast in Action
B T s A R

Presents Soaring Strings
on Saturday, March 15
and Sunday March 16
at 2PM at Ephraim Moravian Church.

Find more details about the art show & gallery hours Featuring 15-year old prodigy Salvador
here at our website. Meet the artists at the MAR 30th Sunday Service. Stein on violin playing Shostakovich 2nd
Piano Trio, and the epic
5 Conus Violin Concerto.



https://www.goodreads.com/book/show/90540.Overthrow
https://www.goodreads.com/book/show/90540.Overthrow
https://www.goodreads.com/book/show/18052261-no-fixed-abode
https://uufdc.org/directory/
https://doorcountypulse.com/mafia-comes-to-ephraim/
https://doorcountypulse.com/mafia-comes-to-ephraim/
https://uufdc.org/art-gallery/

Unitarian Universalist Fellowship of Door County
10341 Water Street (Hwy 42) Ephraim
Mailing address:

PO Box 587, Ephraim, W1 54211
Phone: (920) 854-7559
Email: contact@uufdc.org

Web page: www.uufdc.org
Sunday Services: 10:00 am

Submit articles and inquires to:
Sara McKillop contact@uufdc.org

MAR Calendar of

Events

For the most up-to-date calendar,

please go to: . Missed a Sunday Service? Or would you like to share a Service i
https://uufdc.org/events- i with a friend? |
calendar i 1 Catch any Sunday Service again on our YouTube UUFDC page. i

|

1 Or on our uufdc.org website...
|

Sun Mon [Tue Wed Thu Fri Sat
1
2 3 4 5 6 7 8

10 AM SERVICE

Jacob Jannsen 10AM Book Club

9 10 11 12 13 14 15
10 AM SERVICE Poetry Niaht
oetry Nig
Henk Wolst i

163rd Sunday Collection 17 18 19 20 fl 22

10 AM SERVICE

Bret Bicoy

23 24 25 26 27 28

10 AM SERVICE 6PM ?oard
Rev. Dawn Volpe Meeting ONLY

ON ZOOM

30 31 Happy Birthday to those celebrating in March:

5 DAVE VERMILLION; 7 RICH DIRKS; 11 MARILYN HANSOTIA;

14 BETH COLEMAN, MONA SIMPSON, AL WITTENKELLER; 16 JAY DICKSON;

18 RICHARD SCHULTZ, ELLEN SHAHBAZI; 19 SANDRA DIRKS; 21 VICKI ASH; 22 TOM SCHROEDER;

23 GERHARD BERNHARD; 25 PETE BUDIC; 28 BEN SCHROEDER; 30 ADRIA DOWLING; 31 JACQUIE POLZIN

10 AM SERVICE
Tracey
Robertson —
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