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Upcoming MAY Services 
ON-SITE 10 AM SERVICES—10341 Water St. HWY 42—Ephraim 

THE SERVICES WILL ALSO BE AVAILABLE TO WATCH ON-LINE ON OUR YOUTUBE PAGE, LINKED HERE: 
https://www.youtube.com/@unitarianuniversalistfello6046/streams 
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         UNITARIAN UNIVERSALIST FELLOWSHIP 
OF DOOR  

COUNTY 

An Open Door to Understanding, Compassion, and Justice 

SUNDAY, May 4, 10AM — Building Safer Communities: First Responders of Fire & EMS 

Eamon O’Dowd presents the evolution of first responders, focusing on fire and EMS services. 

His talk traces firefighting history, highlighting major incidents that shaped fire safety practices, and 
explores the integration of EMS—rooted in military medical advances—into emergency response. 
Emphasis is placed on Door County’s unique model of community-driven, volunteer-led service. It 
includes improving outcomes through awareness and acknowledging the personal toll on our first 
responders. In conclusion, he captures the community support we benefit from and how awareness 
can create a safer Door County. 

Eamon was a career Lieutenant/Firefighter and Paramedic with a legacy of leadership in technical 
rescue and fire service reform. A former union president and founding member of the Illinois Fire 
Fighters Association Consolidation Committee, he championed collaboration, efficiency and service 
improvements while protecting service quality. He also co-founded 911’s Bravest, a nonprofit creat-
ed to support the families of firefighters lost in the September 11 attacks. He lives in Ellison Bay with 
his wife Maryanne. He continues to serve the fire service with Sister Bay/ Liberty Grove Fire Dept. 

After our coffee break, we will receive a AED/CPR training from Carol Forner, our Community’s CPR Program Coordinator. 

Her program has trained thousands of individuals in CPR and First Aid since it began in 2014, and that will now include our 
Fellowship! Carol spear-headed an effort to raise money to place over 100 AED’s into the Door County Communities to make 
access to these life saving devices more readily available.  

Service Leader: Bob Lindahl Pianist: Beth Coleman 

SUNDAY, May 11, 10AM with A Journey of Service with Arleth Nelson  
Amidst global challenges and inequalities, it's easy to question if small actions matter. My       
journey has shown me that they do. From receiving the UU Social Justice Scholarship in 2020 to 
my Peace Corps Service in Thailand, I’ve seen firsthand how opportunities can create ripples of 
change. Lasting impact doesn’t happen overnight; it’s built through empathy, cultural exchange, 
and the willingness to support one another. This talk will explore the power of education, the 
importance of cultural understanding, and how we can contribute to a more just and compas-
sionate world. Arleth Nelson Cooper, a graduate of UW-Milwaukee with a degree in  
International Politics and World Affairs, was born in Honduras and moved to the United States 

as a child. She is currently serving as a Peace Corps volunteer in Thailand with the Teachers 
Empowerment for Student Success program, working to improve educational resources and 

empowering local teachers. Her passion for community service, fueled by volunteering and cross-cultural experiences,  
extends beyond borders.                              Service Leader: Jim Black   Pianist: John Peshut  

Our 2020  
Scholarship Recipient! 

https://www.youtube.com/@unitarianuniversalistfello6046/streams
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Upcoming Sunday Services Continued...Upcoming Sunday Services Continued...  

               

            

SUNDAY, May 25, 10AM — A Reflection on Juneteenth with Tracey Robertson 

Learn about the importance of Juneteenth &  
Door County's first-ever Juneteenth event!  

Inaugural Juneteenth Picnic on Saturday, June 21, 2025,  
from 10AM to 5PM at Martin Park.  

Our Fellowship is a sponsor of the event! 

This landmark event will be a day of unity, education, and celebration as we honor the 
significance of Juneteenth and bring the community together for an unforgettable    
experience.  

Tracey Robertson is Diversity, Equity and Inclusion practitioner who served as the 
award-winning Cofounder and Executive Director of a grassroots, non-profit social jus-
tice organization located in Oshkosh, Wisconsin for close to a decade. In that capacity, 

she developed and facilitated anti-racism education and training across the United States and Canada. In 2017, 
Tracey became an Intercultural Development Inventory® Qualified Administrator to deliver a widely-used assess-
ment of intercultural competence.  Tracey has decades of professional experience that includes entrepreneurship, 
training, business development, consulting, and administration. A community organizer and activist, Tracey’s ex-
pert opinion on the subject of racial equity has appeared on television shows including Eye on Oshkosh and ap-
pearances on Wisconsin Public Television’s Here and Now. Tracey has received numerous    commendations, in-
cluding being named one of “44 Most Influential African Americans in Wisconsin” in 2017. Tracey is also a 2017 
TedTalk© Alumnist. 

Service Leader: Bob Lindahl  Music: Tom Foster, piano & Don Tighe, trumpet  

SUNDAY, May 18, 10AM with Rev. Joan Shiels — Unitarian Sabbath? 
Most spiritual traditions have some form of Sabbath practice, meaning a regular 
time set aside to restore and renew ourselves. For some, this is a commandment 
---as important as not stealing, not murdering or not lying. For others it is a place 
to surrender into the Buddha-nature that lives within us. For everyone, it is an 
essential part of a well-lived life. How does a Unitarian do it? 
  
Rev. Joan Shiels has been bringing messages of hope, hardship and humor to our 
Fellowship for 23 years. She has graduate degrees in Religion, Divinity and       
Theology. She has also worked as a hospital chaplain and an assisted living     
chaplain, always listening for a person’s story. 

Service Leader: Cindy Nelson  Pianist: Sandy Bader  

 

SUNDAY, June 1, 10AM 

Roger James Kuhns  

Dynamic Geologist (Ph.D), writer, filmmaker, performer, and founder 
of SustainAudit, LLC, a sustainable practices application company based in 
Mystic, Connecticut. rogerjameskuhns.com 

https://rogerjameskuhns.com/
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Upcoming Sunday Services Continued...Upcoming Sunday Services Continued...  

SUNDAY, June 8, 10AM 

Estella Lauter 

Profound Women’s and Ethnic Diversity Studies 
Professor. Retired from UW Oshkosh as Professor 
Emerita.   

 

SUNDAY, June 15, 10AM— To be announced.  

SUNDAY, June 22, 10AM — ANNUAL MEETING TO FOLLOW SERVICE 

 Bret Bicoy 

      President & CEO of Door County Community 

      Foundation &  Board Chair of the Wisconsin 

      Conference United Church of Christ  

 

 
    

“Unitarian Universalists are neither a chosen people nor a people whose choices are made  

for them by theological authorities - ancient or otherwise.  

We are a people who choose.” 

― Forrest Church, A Chosen Faith: An Introduction to Unitarian Universalism  

SUNDAY, June 29, 10AM 

  

 Joy Zakrzewski 

Celebrating this dear friend of ours and her return to 

UUFDC’s pulpit since her last visit in 2018.  

Welcome back Joy!   
 

https://www.goodreads.com/work/quotes/67270
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Our Mission  
Guided by the Seven Principles of 
Unitarian Universalism, our Door 
County Fellowship:  

 Celebrates diverse beliefs 

 Inspires spiritual growth, 
intellectual inquiry, and creative 
expression 

 Cares actively for the wellbeing 
of its Fellowship family and the 
larger community 

 Practices conscientious 
stewardship of the earth upon 
which all life depends 

 Pursues equality and justice for 
all people 

Governing Board Officers 

President  
Anna Knapp 

president@uufdc.org 

Vice President 
Al Johnson 

Treasurer  
     Maurie Ash  

Secretary  
Cindy Nelson 

At-Large Governing Board 
Directors 

Mary Dunworth 

Maryanne O'Dowd  

Cyndy Stiehl 

For contact information view our 
Fellowship Directory.  Need the 

password? Email contact@uufdc.org 

 

New to UUFDC?  

Join our mailing list by sending a 

request to contact@uufdc.org 

 

 

 Website: uufdc.org,  

Facebook: facebook.com/uufdc  

Our Community Partners Will Remain the Same  

in our July 2025 – June 2026 Fiscal Year 

Results from the Outreach Steering Committee Survey 

In the new fiscal year, we will continue to put faith into action by supporting 
our Door County community partners –  

Climate Change Coalition of Door County, 
Door County Housing Partnership, and 

Northern Door Children's Center. 

Thank you to all who shared their voice and time in completing the survey.  

Other categories of community partnership interest that were received 
from the survey data include (in ABC order),  aging/older adult services, DEI, 
dental care, domestic violence survivor support,  emergency funds for basic 
needs, food security, immigrant support, LGBTQ+ community support,    
parent resource connection, wellness/recreation, and Ukraine refugees. 

We celebrate our amazing congregation that is aware and concerned about     
issues that impact us and our neighbors.  It is a UU JOY to continue to learn 
and engage with world around us.  As one survey expressed, “I am grateful 
to be a part of a caring community.”  

Turn the page for an exciting update from one of our partners ► 

https://uufdc.org/directory/
https://uufdc.org/
https://www.facebook.com/uufdc
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A Community Partner Update: Northern Door Children’s Center/NDCC 

Submitted by Jane Wise, Outreach Steering Committee Member 

 

Construction at Northern Door Children’s Center is moving along at a rapid pace and    
excitement is building! Walls are up and painted, lights are coming on in new rooms, and 
floor tiles are delivered and waiting for installation. The inside of the building is scheduled 
to be complete by Memorial Day weekend.  

Our indoor space will be absolutely perfect. Now our focus is turning to the outside of the 
Center and honestly, the view is less than inspiring. Our playgrounds have taken a big 
beating with construction vehicles going back and forth all through the fall and winter. 
The infant and toddler playground had to be completely dismantled to make room for 
more classroom space and is now a barren, rocky, wasteland. We aren’t even certain if 
any of the play equipment can be salvaged. 

Here is where the Unitarian Universalist 
Fellowship of Door County comes to our 
rescue (again!). We deeply  appreciate 
your willingness to financially assist us. 
Our plan is to use those funds towards 
rebuilding and refurbishing the infant 
toddler playground, so our youngest stu-
dents can once again enjoy a top-notch 
outdoor play space. Thanks a million, to 
our UU friends and supporters! 

Karen  

Corkin DeLaMer,   

NDCC’s Edu. and Community  

Relations Coordinator   

Cindy Peot,  

NDCC’s  

Executive Director 

Our Connected Community Our Connected Community   

A SHOUT OUT to our LUMBERJACKS!   
Before an April morning rainfall, they cut down 12 trees 
and hauled 5 trailer loads of branches. Our team included 
Phil Frystak, Marilyn Hansotia, Al Johnson, Jeff Maras, 
Cindy and Bruce Nelson, Tom Schroeder, and Karl Wise. 
Please thank them when you see them.  

More dead trees need to be taken out, as well as invasive 
plant species. This makes more opportunities to join the 
Building & Ground’s Lumberjack Team, improving our 
backyard! The days and times will be announced soon. 
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Our Engaged Community Our Engaged Community   

Book Talk Invitation! Having Read the Book Is Not Required  
by Lynn Mercurio, BUUK Coordinator  

On Wednesday, May 7th from 10-noon at the Fellowship I will facilitate a discussion 
on The Rose Code by Kate Quinn.  A historical novel that takes place during WWII in 
England.  Three disparate young women volunteer to help the war effort and find them-
selves placed at the top secret Bletchley Park where work is focused on breaking the 
German's secret code. 

For June 4th’s meeting we are reading The Wandering Stars by Johnny Orange. The 
novel is an exploration of generational trauma, cultural identity, and the enduring spirit 
of Indigenous people. The author is a member of the Arapaho and Cheyenne tribes. 

Zoom attendance is available, contact Lynn Mercurio for more information.   

UU Gallery Presents... The Most Important Things by Megan Woodard Johnson, 
through May 25—See a preview of the art and artist statement at our website—linked here.  

Artificial Intelligence (AI) Lecture 
Hosted by the Caring Committee 
Mark Your Calendars: June 6, 1-3PM 

Hear Student Voices! On WED, MAY 14, at 7PM, Student Poets from Gibraltar High School will 

take the Dickinson Poetry Series stage at the Unitarian Universalist Fellowship.  On the SECOND 
Wednesday of every month the Dickinson Poetry Series features a renowned local or regional poet 
followed by an open mic, providing an opportunity for others to read their poetry. Free! 

Coffee Conversation & Connection Launches In May 
A New Initiative from the Caring Committee by Trish Black, Caring Com. Chair 

The Caring Committee is hosting a bi-weekly event:  
Coffee Conversation & Connection.  Held the 2nd & 4th Thursdays at 9:30 AM.   

MAY DATES: 5/8 and 5/22 
Are you feeling the need to stay connected and supported in these challenging and unprecedented times?  Do you 
feel the need to further your connections with other like-minded people?  There will be no specific agenda.  There 
will simply be coffee, tea & baked goods as we come together to simply be present with one another and increase 
our connection to each other.  There is no commitment or expectation to be at every gathering.  We do hope you 
will sign up each time so we can have plenty of coffee, tea & treats.  There is a sign-up sheet in the foyer.  

A presentation by Andrew Kleidon from Quantum Technologies, will answer 
some of your questions. What is AI?  How can I use it?  What should I be  
concerned about?  When Andrew presented this past February on Internet 
Safety, he was quickly asked to return.  All 27 participants left with a better  
understanding of the internet from an engaging speaker. Join us!  But sign up 
so we can plan— sign up in our foyer or email contact@uufdc.org.   

https://uufdc.org/directory/
https://uufdc.org/art-gallery/
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Unitarian Universalist Fellowship of Door County 
10341 Water Street (Hwy 42) Ephraim 

Mailing address: 
PO Box 587, Ephraim, WI 54211 

Phone: (920) 854-7559 
Email: contact@uufdc.org 
Web page: www.uufdc.org 
Sunday Services: 10:00 am 

 

Submit articles and inquires to: 
Sara McKillop contact@uufdc.org 

MAY Calendar of 

Events 

For the most up-to-date calendar,  

please go to:  

https://uufdc.org/events-

calendar/  

Sun Mon Tue Wed Thu Fri Sat 
 

 

   

 

1 2 3 
 

4 5 6 7 
10AM  

BUUK Talk  

8 
9:30AM Coffee  
Conversation & 
Connection 

9 10 

11 12 
 

13 14 
7PM Poetry 
Reading & 
Open Mic 

15 16 
 

17 

18 19 20 

 

21 
 

22 

9:30AM Coffee  
Conversation & 
Connection 

23 
 

24 
 

25 26 27 28 

6PM  
Board  
Meeting  

29 30 31 

       

10 AM  SERVICE   
Eamon O’Dowd 

10 AM  SERVICE   
Rev. Joan Shiels 

10 AM  SERVICE   
Tracey  

Robertson 

3rd Sunday Offering 

10 AM  SERVICE   
Arleth Nelson  

Happy Birthday to those celebrating in May:  

4 Bill Baar; 10 Amy Dwyer; 16 Mark Fermanich; 17 Terry Goode; 

20 Mary Smythe; 23 Catherine Tryon; 24 Jeff Maras 

Missed a Sunday Service? Or would you like to share a Service 
with a friend? 
Catch any Sunday Service again on our YouTube UUFDC page. 

Or on our uufdc.org website... 

mailto:contact@uufdc.org
http://www.uufdc.org
mailto:contact@uufdc.org
https://uufdc.org/events-calendar/
https://uufdc.org/events-calendar/
https://www.youtube.com/channel/UCyPRxmn-iiV1V5mJDlDqc2A
https://uufdc.org/sunday-services-podcasts/

