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Upcoming JULY Services 
ON-SITE 10 AM SERVICES—10341 Water St. HWY 42—Ephraim 

THE SERVICES WILL ALSO BE AVAILABLE TO WATCH ON-LINE ON OUR YOUTUBE PAGE, LINKED HERE: 
https://www.youtube.com/@unitarianuniversalistfello6046/streams 
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         UNITARIAN UNIVERSALIST FELLOWSHIP 
OF DOOR  

COUNTY 

An Open Door to Understanding, Compassion, and Justice 

SUNDAY, JULY 13, 10AM with Estella Lauter — Freedom! 
As a poet, Estella has become increasingly concerned with the ways that 
words affect emotions and policy decisions. While our Declaration of Inde-
pendence promised liberty in the form of freedom from the tyranny of a 
monarch, and our Constitution promised freedom of speech, assembly and 
religion, current leaders prioritize freedom from diversity, equity and inclu-
sion. The value of freedom is constant, but its meaning changes. How can 
we participate in the process of change that is apparently under way?   
What does freedom mean to you? What is freedom for?  
Is it possible to have freedom with? Let’s talk about freedom! 

SUNDAY, JULY 6, 10AM with Scott Hansen of Latinos Emergency Assistance Fund (LEAF) 

Building Bridges, Not Walls:  

Connecting to the Underserved in our Community 

“For I was hungry and you gave me food, I was thirsty and you gave me 
drink, I was a stranger and you welcomed me……”.   An oft-quoted pas-
sage, its applications can and have been many. But in the present day, an 
urgent call to action is to assist the underserved Latinos brothers and sis-
ters in our community. Many of these hard-working families are experi-
encing financial emergencies that cannot be served by existing or tradi-
tional services. A working group of volunteers responded by collaborating 
with the local Hispanic Resource Center to develop the Latinos Emergency 
Assistance Fund (LEAF). This dedicated group works to help those in Door 
and Kewaunee counties experiencing great hardships and struggling to 
meet the most basic needs.  

Scott Hansen is a member of Hope United Church of Christ in Sturgeon Bay and has served on the church’s Board 
of Mission and Action since 2018 from which arose the Latinos Emergency Assistance Fund in 2021.  In addition to 
receiving more than he gives from volunteering, most of his time revolves around his teenage children and their 
affable senior golden retriever and his career as a fisheries biologist.  

Service Leader: Cindy Nelson      Pianist: Beth Coleman  

https://www.youtube.com/@unitarianuniversalistfello6046/streams
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Upcoming Sunday Services Continued...Upcoming Sunday Services Continued...  

               

            

... continued from previous page 

Estella Lauter was a Professor in UWGB’s interdisciplinary curriculum for 23 years before chairing the English De-
partment at UW Oshkosh; these posts affected her way of thinking about everything. Since her retirement in Door 
County, she has focused on writing poetry and reading world literature by women. Her latest book is On the Brink, 
published by Four Windows Press.  

Service Leader: Carrie Link      Pianist: Jodie DeSalvo     Violinist: Betty Lewis   

SUNDAY, JULY 20, 10AM with Rev. Christina Leone-Tracy — Freely Associating 
What does it mean to be a free congregation  

as well as a part of the Unitarian Universalist Association?  
How do we do both independence and interdependence in our faith tradition and 

how can we learn from that in our larger political and social contexts?  

Rev. Christina Leone-Tracy has served as the Senior Minister of the Fox Valley UU Fel-
lowship since August 2017. Prior to that, she served as the Faith Development Minister 
at the UU Church of Annapolis, Maryland for six years. Rev. Christina received a mas-
ter’s degree in psychology from the University of Memphis, TN, in 2007, and a master’s 
of divinity degree from Meadville Lombard Theological School in Chicago, IL in 2011. 
This past program year Christina took a four-month sabbatical, and spent one month of 

that time studying Spanish in Costa Rica. Upon her return, she began teaching English to native Spanish-
speaking newcomers to her community. Christina loves to dance, read fiction, and spend time with her family — 
her husband of 10+ years, Brian, her two young sons, Nevan and Ellis, and their two big goofy mutt-dogs, Asher and 
Ronan. Rev. Christina and her family live in Appleton, WI.  

Service Leader:  Maryanne O’Dowd  Pianist: Sandy Bader  

SUNDAY, JULY 27, 10AM with Rev. Joan Shiels  
Sailing With the Winds of Change  
Growing up, growing old and just being alive forces us to change — again and again. These 
transitions bring both joy and fear. A reflection on how we cope with change and how to 
navigate the scary bumps in the road of life while still managing to enjoy the ride. 

Rev. Joan Shiels has been bringing messages of hope, hardship and humor to our  
Fellowship for over 23 years. She has graduate degrees in Religion, Divinity and Theology. 
She has also worked as a hospital chaplain and an assisted living  chaplain, always listening 
for a person’s story.  

Service Leader: Carrie Link Music: Tom Foster, piano & Don Tighe, trumpet  

“Unitarian Universalists are neither a chosen people nor a people whose choices are made  

for them by theological authorities - ancient or otherwise.  

We are a people who choose.” 

― Forrest Church, A Chosen Faith: An Introduction to Unitarian Universalism  

https://www.goodreads.com/work/quotes/67270
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Upcoming Sunday Services Continued...Upcoming Sunday Services Continued...  

SUNDAY, AUGUST 10, 10AM  

with Rev. Jim Coakley 

Regional Wisconsin UU Minister 
 

SUNDAY, AUGUST 17, 10AM  

with Kathleen Harris 

Door County Naturalist, Historian, and Author    

 

 

SUNDAY, AUGUST 24, 10AM  

with Martha Marvel 

Founder and President of the  

(Green) Bay Area Council on Gender Diversity  

SUNDAY, AUGUST 31, 10AM with Rev. Jim Coakley 

SUNDAY, AUGUST 3, 10AM  

with Dan Klarer  

Theater Artist — You may recognize him from  
Third Avenue PlayWorks, Peninsula Players,  
Northern Sky Theatre, & Door Shakespeare. 

 DICKINSON POETRY SERIES FEATURES LEE LEVOY 

Lee LeVoy will be the featured poet in the UU Fellowship’s  
Dickinson Poetry Series on Wednesday, July 9 at 7pm.  

LeVoy’s poetry has become a spiritual practice of 
mindfulness of the moment and listening to the inner voice.  

She writes about what amazes her in people and in the world.  
An open mic and reception will follow the reading.  

https://www.bacgenderdiversity.org/
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Our Mission  
Guided by the Seven Principles of 
Unitarian Universalism, our Door 
County Fellowship:  

 Celebrates diverse beliefs 

 Inspires spiritual growth, 
intellectual inquiry, and creative 
expression 

 Cares actively for the wellbeing 
of its Fellowship family and the 
larger community 

 Practices conscientious 
stewardship of the earth upon 
which all life depends 

 Pursues equality and justice for 
all people 

Governing Board Officers 

President  
Cyndy Stiehl 

president@uufdc.org 

Vice President 
Beth Coleman 

Treasurer  
     Maurie Ash  

Secretary  
Cindy Nelson 

At-Large Governing Board 
Directors 

Anna Knapp 

Joe Graboyes 

Nora Flood 

For contact information view our 
Fellowship Directory.  Need the 

password? Email contact@uufdc.org 

 

New to UUFDC?  

Join our mailing list by sending a 

request to contact@uufdc.org 

 

 

 Website: uufdc.org,  

Facebook: facebook.com/uufdc  

President's Message  

A Wish for the New Fellowship Year — Defiant Joy  

At the June 22, 2025 Annual meeting, our 
President-Elect, Cyndy Stiehl, shared the 
following message to illuminate our  
journey into the new Fellowship Fiscal 
year (July 2025-June 2026). 

Thank you to every worker who has made UUFDC so strong. The Board led 
by Anna. The Finance people both prior and current, our Caring Committee, 
Program Committee, Music and administration. Because of all of this good 
work, this congregation is a powerful, going concern. Again, thank you! And 
thank you for your faith in me. I accept with honor and I feel humbled by it 
and grateful for the opportunity to serve. 

To that, I have a wish for us.  

It’s lofty so let’s try it on for size. How about this? 

I want everyone to be as cared for, healthy, fulfilled, and in community….. 
as they wish and is possible. One way to accomplish this is to… 

PRACTICE DEFIANT JOY 

FEEL IT ANYWAY – Let yourself feel awe,  

even when the world feels broken. Especially then. 

 
   CLAIM THE MOMENT – When you notice yourself spiraling in 

outrage, pause. Ask, Where can I choose love instead? 

 
   BE THE DISRUPTION – Do something beautifully kind  

for someone. Without reason. Without warning. 

These words by Tania Carriere ask the kind of questions that UU’s live for.  
She writes, 

“The Power of Defiant Joy in a World on Fire. 
What if joy—wild, defiant, radiant joy— 
is our most powerful form of resistance? 
What if love is not a sentiment, but a spiritual force, 
sharpened in conviction and wielded with grace.” 
                                                          Tania Carriere 

It’s a lofty thought. All of us here serve the Fellowship.  

Let us all serve with defiant joy! 

https://uufdc.org/directory/
https://uufdc.org/
https://www.facebook.com/uufdc
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Caring Committee News by Trish Black, Caring Committee Chair 

The Caring Committee has been active these past few weeks.  On June 6th we hosted a presentation regarding 
artificial intelligence.  Like many in life it brings with it lots of good things and lots of frightening things.  It real-
ly pays to be informed.  This presentation was recorded and is available to view on our YouTube channel. It 
would be worth the time.   

We are also still updating our Emergency Contact Forms.  Some of you have updated your form.  Many have 
not.  We hope to catch more people after Sunday Services to update their information.  This updated form re-
quests permission to contact family members should safety concerns arise. 

Coffee, Conversation & Connection kicked off in May.  It is simply what it says with main goal being to increase 
our connection.  Currently we meet the 2nd and 4th Thursdays of the month from 9:30 – 11AM.  We hope you 
can join us sometime.  It has been a very positive experience for those who attended.   
Our July dates are:  July 10th & 24th. 

Lastly, it is July and every day seems hotter than the one before.  Dehydration can be a critical issue.  Be sure 
to avoid working outside during the hottest part of the day and to drink plenty of fluids—water is best. As we 
age our sense of thirst can decrease so it is important to know the signs of dehydration.  

Symptoms of mild to moderate dehydration include the following: 
Dry sticky mouth — Sleepiness or tiredness— Headache — Dry skin — Constipation 
Dizziness or lightheadedness — Minimal urine or urine that is dark in color 
Few or no tears when crying — Dry cool skin — Muscle cramps 

Remember to drink plenty of healthy fluids consistently throughout the day even if you don’t feel thirsty.  Also 
be sure to ALWAYS wear sunscreen. 
 

 

 

Our Connected Community Our Connected Community   

Book Talk Invitation! Having Read the Book Is Not Required   
by Lynn Mercurio, BUUK Coordinator  

This is a reminder for our next meeting on Wednesday, JULY 
9, from 10AM until noon due to the 4th of July holiday, when we 
will discuss Circe by Madeline Miller.  Joan will lead our discussion 
of this novel involving the Greek gods; a definite departure from 
our usual fare, but watching again the struggle to decide "where 
we belong". 

We decided last year to take the month of August "off", finding 
many of us busy in the last full month of summer. NO BUUK club 
in August. 

Getting back to our usual schedule, we will meet on Wednesday, 
September 3 at our usual time (10AM to noon) to pick the books 
we will read for the 2025-2026 BUUK Club year. 

July’s Caring Committee 

Go2 Volunteers:  
Jami Hanreddy & Trish Black 

Find their contact info in the  

Fellowship directory.  

In Our Gallery: 

Paintings  
& Prints  

by Arthur Thrall  

Now until July 27 
 

https://uufdc.org/directory/
https://uufdc.org/art-gallery/
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Our Community PartnershipsOur Community Partnerships  
Building Blocks & Box Lunches:  
Housing Partnership Home Site Tour  
By Maryanne O’Dowd, Chair, Outreach Steering 
Committee  
Raindrops and overcast skies didn’t keep 20 
UUFDC Members and Friends from gathering for a 
special tour of the Housing Partnership of Door 
County’s latest affordable home under construc-
tion in Sister Bay. The event offered an up-close 
look at the building process and a deeper under-
standing of the challenges and successes of  
providing affordable housing in our community. 

The UUFDC group was greeted at the Ava Hope Trail build site by Mike 
Fordney of the Housing Partnership of Door County, as well as Tom 
Tuttle and Mark Glasser of Habitat for Humanity Door County. The hosts 
shared insights into the multifaceted process of creating affordable 
housing, as well as construction techniques and the collaborative spirit 
that drives both organizations. 

Much of the carpentry labor for the three-bedroom, two-bath home is 
being provided by a team of approximately 12 volunteers from Habitat 
for Humanity. The future homeowners are a family with two children, 
and both parents are working in the county. 

The tour highlighted the tangible impact of community support, includ-
ing UUFDC’s contributions. It served as both an educational and heart-
ening reminder of how shared values of compassion and justice can 
take shape in wood frames, rooflines, and open doors. 

Following the tour, attendees enjoyed a box lunch provided by the Housing Partnership. Everyone had the  
opportunity to ask questions and connect more personally with those leading the effort.  

“This isn’t just about 
building homes,” one 
attendee reflected. 
“It’s about building 
stability for people 
who live and work 

here.” 

Thank you to everyone 
who participated and  

made the event  
a success! 
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Unitarian Universalist Fellowship of Door County 
10341 Water Street (Hwy 42) Ephraim 

Mailing address: 
PO Box 587, Ephraim, WI 54211 

Phone: (920) 854-7559 
Email: contact@uufdc.org 
Web page: www.uufdc.org 
Sunday Services: 10:00 am 

 

Submit articles and inquires to: 
Sara McKillop contact@uufdc.org 

July Calendar of 

Events 

For the most up-to-date calendar,  

please go to:  

https://uufdc.org/events-

calendar/  

Sun Mon Tue Wed Thu Fri Sat 
 

 

 1 2 

 

 

3 4 
 

5 
 

6 7 8 9 10AM  

BUUK Talk  
7PM Poetry 
Reading  

10 
9:30AM Coffee  
Conversation & 
Connection 

11 12 

13 14 15 16 17 18 19 

20 21 22 

 

23 
6PM  
Board  
Meeting  

24 

9:30AM Coffee  
Conversation & 
Connection 

25 
Midsummer’s 
Concert at 
UU—7PM 

26 
 

27 28 29 30 

 

31   

AUG 3       

10 AM  SERVICE   
Scott Hansen 

10 AM  SERVICE   
Rev. Christina    
Leone-Tracy 

10 AM  SERVICE   
Estella Lauter 

3rd Sunday Offering 

10 AM  SERVICE   
Rev. Joan Shiels 

Missed a Sunday Service? Or would you like to share a Service 
with a friend? 
Catch any Sunday Service again on our YouTube UUFDC page. 

Or on our uufdc.org website... 

Happy Birthday to those celebrating in JULY:  

7/1 Nick Anderson, Diane Haldane; 7/2 Dave Link; 7/4 Dianne Trenchard;   

7/11 Arlene Johnson; 7/12 Angela Lensch; 7/14 Gary Overby 7/20 Joan Shiels;  

7/21 Diane Daniel; 7/22 Peggy Lott; 7/25 Jean Crane; 7/29 Judy Mueller 

10 AM  SERVICE   
Dan Klarer 

mailto:contact@uufdc.org
http://www.uufdc.org
mailto:contact@uufdc.org
https://uufdc.org/events-calendar/
https://uufdc.org/events-calendar/
https://www.youtube.com/channel/UCyPRxmn-iiV1V5mJDlDqc2A
https://uufdc.org/sunday-services-podcasts/

