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Upcoming Services 
ON-SITE 10 AM SERVICES—10341 Water St. HWY 42—Ephraim 

THE SERVICES WILL ALSO BE AVAILABLE TO WATCH ON-LINE ON OUR YOUTUBE PAGE, LINKED HERE: 
https://www.youtube.com/@unitarianuniversalistfello6046/streams 
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         UNITARIAN UNIVERSALIST FELLOWSHIP 
OF DOOR  

COUNTY 

An Open Door to Understanding, Compassion, and Justice 

SUNDAY, DECEMBER 14, 10AM with Marcia Bjornerud — Becoming Earthlings 

As we approach the winter solstice, the longest night of the year, we are reminded of 
the choreography of Earth’s orbit around the sun.  Among its planetary siblings in 
space, Earth is an anomaly, with its blue oceans and verdant continents, oxygen-rich 
atmosphere and self-renewing crust.  In this meditation, we contemplate what it 
means to be Earthlings, creatures native to an ancient, inventive, resilient planet. 

Marcia Bjornerud is a structural geologist whose research focuses on the physics of 
earthquakes and mountain building. She combines field-based studies of bedrock geol-
ogy with quantitative models of rock mechanics. She has done research in high arctic 
Norway (Svalbard) and Canada (Ellesmere Island), as well as mainland Norway, Italy, 
New Zealand, and the Lake Superior region. A contributing writer to The New York-

er, Wired, the Wall Street Journal and the Los Angeles Times, she is also the author of several books for popular 
audiences -- Reading the Rocks: The Autobiography of the Earth;  Timefulness: How Thinking Like a Geologist Can 
Help Save the World and Geopedia: A Brief Compendium of Geologic Curiosities.  Timefulness was longlisted for the 
2019 PEN/E.O.Wilson Prize for Literary Science Writing, and was a finalist for the LA Times Book Prize in Science 
and Technology.                     Service Leader: Henk Wolst         

SUNDAY, DECEMBER 7, 10AM with Rev. Karon Sandberg — The Gifts of Gratitude 
During this holiday season, we reflect on thanks and also celebrate the gifts we’ve 
been given.  I’ve learned that time is also a gift and that some gifts come to us in  
unexpected and clumsy packages. 

Rev. Karon Sandberg is a retired hospice chaplain who often shares the profound     
lessons her patients taught her about living and dying. She also speaks at area UU    
congregations and leads an LGBTQ+ Support Group in Appleton. She and her hus-
band, Joel, find themselves traveling often, hiking the Ice Age Trail, kayaking, and en-
joying live music and theatre wherever they can. 

Service Leader: Carrie Link       

“Unitarian Universalists are neither a chosen people nor a people whose choices are made  
for them by theological authorities - ancient or otherwise. We are a people who choose.” 

― Forrest Church, A Chosen Faith: An Introduction to Unitarian Universalism  

https://www.youtube.com/@unitarianuniversalistfello6046/streams
https://www.goodreads.com/work/quotes/67270
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Upcoming Sunday Services Continued... 

SUNDAY, DECEMBER 28 — NEW YEAR’S OPEN HOUSE 

  10AM—NOON Celebrate the New Year with a UU Social!  

  Bring a friend and/or a brunch  
 item.  RSVPS helpful   

                contact@uufdc.org 

SUNDAY, DECEMBER 21, 4PM, Candlelight Solstice Sunday with Jan Frystak 

UUFDC’S 30th Anniversary Year Kick-Off!  

Turning Toward the Light;  
Thirty Years of Growing Together - Under the Same Sky! 

On this Winter Solstice we celebrate 30 years of our Fellowship - a community 
born of courage and sustained by shared values of inclusivity, justice and spiritual 
exploration. Inspired by Rev Robert Clarke's inaugural sermon, ''Under the Same 
Sky," we remember that though times change, we remain connected by hope, pur-
pose and a common light. As we honor the past, we commit to carrying that light 
forward, growing together in compassion, service and love for all. 

Rev. Janet Frystak is a retired ELCA Pastor, Board Certified Chaplain & Spiritual  
Director whose ministry was devoted primarily to hospice and hospital chaplaincy 
in the Chicagoland area. She and her husband, Phil, retired to Baileys Harbor in 
2021 to fulfill a long-held desire for more solitude - and more trees. 

Jan now spends her days reading, knitting, writing, volunteering, walking in the 
woods, staying connected with family & friends down south and cultivating new 
relationships up north. She is delighted to live in this beautiful place and to be a 
part of UUFDC! 

 Service Leader: Cindy Nelson  

Followed by hearty appetizers around the UU Holiday Tree!  
RSVPs & potluck item helpful,  

but not required: contact@uufdc.org 

Seeking brunch dishes to serve:  

fruit, bakery, or breakfast casserole 

RSVP to Sara at contact@uufdc.org  
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Our Mission  
Guided by the Seven Principles 
of Unitarian Universalism, our 
Door County Fellowship:  

 Celebrates diverse beliefs 

 Inspires spiritual growth, 
intellectual inquiry, and creative 
expression 

 Cares actively for the wellbeing 
of its Fellowship family and the 
larger community 

 Practices conscientious 
stewardship of the earth upon 
which all life depends 

 Pursues equality and justice for 
all people 

Governing Board Officers 

President  
Cyndy Stiehl 

president@uufdc.org 

Vice President 
Beth Coleman 

Treasurer  
     Maurie Ash  

Secretary  
Cindy Nelson 

At-Large Governing Board 
Directors 

Anna Knapp 

Joe Graboyes 

Nora Flood 

For contact information view our 
Fellowship Directory.  Need the 

password? Email contact@uufdc.org 

 

New to UUFDC?  

Join our mailing list by sending a 

request to contact@uufdc.org 

 

 

 Website: uufdc.org,  

Facebook: facebook.com/uufdc  

December President's Message  by Cyndy Stiehl 

On Friday, I saw the first showing of 
Wicked: For Good! I loved every sec-
ond of it and give it my highest recom-
mendation. The song that resonates 
most with me (pun intended) is      
“For Good.” It’s about how “people 
come into our lives for a reason” and 

the effects of those relationships. That song inspired this article. 

Thirty Augusts ago, I learned that a UU Fellowship was forming in 
Sister Bay and that the first service would be in September. I 
walked into the Gathering Room at Scand that day carrying my 
guitar and ready to meet everyone involved. First, I met eyes with 
Rev. Robert Clark, our founding minister, as he stood preparing 
the lectern. There was an instant connection, as there was with 
everyone I met that wonderful morning. Helene Di Iulio greeted 
everyone warmly. It was a flurry of people, names, enthusiasm, 
hope for the future, and glee. 

In the 30 years that have passed, this congregation has met in 
three different locations, and the moves were needed because we 
outgrew each space. Our current location has been our home for 
nearly 18 years. I love our building. Everything about it serves us 
well—people are comfortable, and services can be presented 
beautifully. 

But the people! Oh, the people! They come, always adding,        
always grateful to be within a group that so obviously cares about 
one another. We have lived many challenges together. The spirit 
of goodwill fills us and is reflected in all our faces. It is felt by 
those who visit, including our speakers. So often I’m asked, “How 
do you do it—make a welcoming, loving spirit that is palpable?” 
My answer is, “We don’t make it. It just is.” 

We have developed a congregation that is naturally welcoming, 
sincerely loving, and dedicated to offering goodwill and good   
service to the larger community. And we’ve been doing that for 
30 years. How grateful I am for all the challenges, friendship,     
patience, courage, value-setting, collaboration, and joy that have 
come into my life as a result of this amazing congregation. To 
again quote the song: “Because I knew you, I have been changed 
for good.” 

Let’s have a great 30th Anniversary year!  Happy Holidays* 

https://uufdc.org/directory/
https://uufdc.org/
https://www.facebook.com/uufdc
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SUNDAY, JANUARY 11, 10AM  
The Spiritual Foundation of Protest with Jeff Pearcy 

Beginning with the inauguration of President Trump I was feeling at a 
loss.  I decided to do what I always do, continue as a photojournalist.  I 
have committed to photographing protests, rallies, and marches for a 
year from one inauguration through January 2026.   

Jeff Pearcy is a retired association executive and a life-long documentary 
photographer. He has worked with UUA to document rebuilding in the 
Philippines after typhoon Hiyan, water issues in Flint, MI, and mistreat-
ment of migrants seeking asylum in Texas. He has traveled four times to 
document work in Sierra Leone that has resulted in the building of a  
hospital, sinking of wells, a school, and innovations in agriculture. He and 

his wife have been members of the First Unitarian Society of Milwaukee for over thirty years.  

SUNDAY, JANUARY 18, 10AM with Debra Fitzgerald 
Why a Strong Press Builds a Strong Community 
We’ll delve into seven reasons, each of them offering an opportunity to portray 
why a free and functioning press does far more than keep people informed – it 
builds trust, it builds connection, it builds community.  
Deb Fitzgerald has a Bachelor of Arts degree in English from DePaul University in 
Chicago and a Master of Fine Arts degree in Creative Writing from Vermont Col-
lege. Her work experience includes being a freelance writer for both local and 
large-city newspapers, and a reporter with the Door County Advocate, where she 
engaged in environmental reporting. She is currently the editor of the Door 
County Peninsula Pulse newspaper.  

Missed a Sunday Service? Or would you like to share a Service 
with a friend?  Catch any Sunday Service again on our YouTube 

UUFDC page. Or uufdc.org website. 

SUNDAY, JANUARY 4, 10AM  
Welcome to the Season of Light with Kathleen Harris 
Holiday festivities are over, with many dark cold days until spring. 
Exploring cultural traditions of the Season of Light, Epiphany, might make the long 
wait more agreeable. What do Día de los Reyes, Eid al-Ghitas, Theophany and Dar-
shana have to do with Epiphany? 

Kathleen Harris has called Door County “home” since 1990. After a career as an out-
door educator, including 25 years as Peninsula State Park’s Naturalist, she is turning 
to writing, gardening, and spending time with her two grown sons. She is the author 
of From the Lookout: Peninsula State Park’s Summer Camp for Girls (2020, Wisconsin  
Historical Society Press).  

SUNDAY, JANUARY 25, 10AM 
Details TBA 
 

Upcoming Sunday Services Continued... 

https://www.youtube.com/channel/UCyPRxmn-iiV1V5mJDlDqc2A
https://uufdc.org/sunday-services-podcasts/
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Dickinson Poetry Reading with Meg Ziegelmann  
On WED, DECEMBER 10, at 7PM, Meg Ziegelmann will take the Dickinson Poetry  
Series stage at the Unitarian Universalist Fellowship of Door County.  

Megs’ writing began when she was just 12 years old. She was  a sixth grader and her 
class was studying the country of England. Without a word, Meg quietly wrote a letter 
to the Queen of England.  She didn’t expect a reply. She was ecstatic when a letter 
came back.  Well,  it wasn’t a reply from the Queen herself but one of her Ladys’ in 
Waiting.  It didn’t matter. Her letter had a response. That experience sparked her    
interest in writing more. Since then it has become a life long practice to write a poem 
for a family member or a friend’s birthday. The poems are often light hearted but she 
uses as many descriptions and memories of the person that she can.   

A significant motivator for writing came from being  a participant in the Door County 
“Word Women” group led by the respected Poet Laureate, Estella Lauter. Meg found it an intimidating experience 
to begin with as she was the only one who hadn’t published anything. Yet with the critiquing and support of the 
group she has now written 40 poems. From the birthday poems she has gone on to write about human habits, her 
travels, family memories and even a light hearted one calls “To All The Kitties I’ve Loved Before”.  Her own version 
taken from Willy Nelsons’ song, “To All The Girls I’ve Loved Before”.  

On the SECOND Wednesday of every month the Dickinson Poetry Series features a renowned local or regional poet 
followed by an open mic, providing an opportunity for others to read their poetry. Free! 

UPCOMING BUUK TALKs 
On Wednesday, December 3 at 10AM the BUUK Club will meet at UUFDC to discuss Small Things 
Like This by Claire Keegan. Vicki will help us discuss this small book (114 pages) that helps us get  
into the Christmas spirit, remembering that the small things we do for others can really be life-
changing for those whose lives we touch. The reader meets an Irish coal merchant doing his rounds 
before Christmas. Despite the complicity of the town to the Church’s control, his conscience forces 
him to act in a way that may cost him everything. Shortlisted for the 2022 Booker Prize this slim vol-
ume will provide a lot for discussion.  
 

On January 7 we begin the new calendar year reading Somewhere Beyond the Sea by TJ Klune. 
Jamie will facilitate our discussion at UUFDC at 10AM when she Zoom's in from California. This 
book is a sequel to last year's Door County "read" and the BUUK club list, The House in the   
Cerulean Sea. It is not necessary to have read the first book to find yourself enchanted in  
following the characters in the next chapter of their lives. 
 
Reading the books is not required to join in the discussion. Zoom attendance is available, email 
contact@uufdc.org for the link. 

Tai Chi Classes Continue in December with Jeff Steinberg  
Sundays at Noon at UUFDC: Jeff Steinberg, long-time advanced student of Tai Chi Master 
Carol Hoehn is offering Tai Chi instruction. This is a “moving meditation” lifespan education 

opportunity. The class is free to attend.  

Our Curious Community 

https://www.goodreads.com/book/show/58662236-small-things-like-these
https://www.goodreads.com/book/show/58662236-small-things-like-these
https://www.goodreads.com/book/show/199347538-somewhere-beyond-the-sea
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Coffee Conversation & Connection: One more meeting 
in 2025, THRUS, DEC 11th, 9:30 AM at UUFDC. In January 
we will return to holding Coffee Conversation & Connection 
gatherings, on the second and fourth Thursday of the month, 
9:30AM. The nature of these events is simply what it says with 
main goal being to increase our connection. All are welcome! 

December’s Caring Committee 

Go2 Volunteers: Katie Baar & Trish Black 
Find their contact info in the Fellowship directory.  

Giving Thanks for our Fellowship by Jane Wise, Social Justice Committee Co-Chair 
At this time of year when many people are thinking about the things that they are 
thankful for, the Social Justice Committee is grateful every day for the generosity 
of this Fellowship. 

You have provided months of food goods to those in our community who are do-
ing their best to feed their families using their limited funds (think of 30% of our 
Door County ALICE population – Asset Limited, Income  Constrained, Employed). 

You have provided a special day of joy for eight families in our community who will 
have a wonderful Thanksgiving dinner with their loved ones. 

This month you will have the opportunity to provide basic personal care items for those who are seeking assistance 
from HELP of Door County, and for the Community Closet at the Door County YMCA in Fish Creek. Watch for the 
Christmas stockings on our Holiday Tree in December! 

Watch for some new activities in 2026. We very much welcome new ideas from you, too! Please talk to us after Sun-
day Services, or contact us by email or phone if you would like to work with us on a project or have a project for us 
to consider. (Jane Wise, Cindy Nelson – contact info in Fellowship Directory) 

Thank you for your thoughtfulness and care for our community. We wish you safe and joyful holidays to come. 

In Our Gallery “Transformative Words by Skye    Exhibited from DEC 7 to JAN 25 
Coordinated by Karon Winzenz, Gallery Coordinator 
The words are hand-stenciled on fabric panels. You may recall her large-scale 
immersive art installation, “Shakespeare’s in the Alley: A Tribute to Bob Dylan” 
which exhibited in full at Woodwalk Gallery in October, 2015, and traveled the 
Midwest through 2021.  

In her artist statement Skye illuminates, “I continue to work with words as art in 
my two most recent series: The LoveSeeds Project and Gathering Voices. The 
LoveSeeds pieces are quilted and I am experimenting with fiber techniques and 
beginning to introduce color. The work was inspired by and is dedicated to my 
mom and dad. Gathering Voices is a colorful collection of quotes from humans 
past and present, who excelled in their chosen fields and shared their wisdom 
with us through transformative words. My intention is to send positive messages 
into the world, words that make one think and potentially act in a new way. My 
hope is to inspire people, create ripples, tweak people’s brains. But mostly I do it 
for myself as a practice, to inspire myself, discovering my own unique voice in 
the process.”  

Caring Committee Notes  

Our Caring Community  

https://uufdc.org/directory/
https://uufdc.org/directory/
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Help Spread the Word:  
UUFDC Social Justice Scholarship Now Accepting Applications 
by Maryanne O’Dowd, Outreach Steering Committee Chair 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
The Outreach Steering Committee proudly announces the return of the UUFDC Social Justice Scholarship for a 
graduating Door County senior whose actions reflect our shared commitment to compassion, equity, and jus-
tice. The $3,000 scholarship, funded and supported by the Fellowship, recognizes a young person making a 
real difference through service, advocacy, or creative initiatives that build a better world.  
Now we need your help to get the word out. 

If you know a teacher, counselor, or student who exemplifies our UU values in action, please encourage them 
to apply. Applications are open until March 15, 2026, and the award will be announced in May.  

Students of any faith, or no religious affiliation, are welcome to apply, and they need not be members of 
UUFDC. They’ll be asked to write about what drives their commitment to fairness and compassion and to pro-
vide examples of how they’ve taken action to improve their communities. 

By helping to promote this opportunity, you extend UUFDC’s mission beyond our walls.  

This scholarship is about nurturing the next generation of changemakers. These young people will carry forward 
the work of justice and love in ways that strengthen our shared community, according to SJC scholarship coor-
dinator Maryanne O’Dowd. 

Full details and the scholarship application are available at The Door County Scholarship Network, along with 
the common scholarship application at www.DoorCountyScholarships.org   

Our Progressive Community  

Note on Calendar Year-End Giving 
Financial gifts mailed to UUFDC must be received in the office or postmarked by 12/31/25 to be  
included on your 2025 contribution statement. In January, you will receive a 2025 end-of-year  
contribution statement & letter. We thank you for your generous support and commitment to 
UUFDC.  

Mailing address: PO Box 587, Ephraim, WI 54211  
Giving can be done online at uufdc.org/donation/ 

file:///C:/Users/pcrow/Downloads/iframe%20frameborder=%220%22%20marginheight=%220%22%20marginwidth=%220%22%20style=%22width:%20100%25;%20height:%20400px;%22%20src=%22http:/www.doorcountyscholarships.org/finder/search/results/feed/1/format/iframe/ss/34v%22%20/
http://www.DoorCountyScholarships.org
https://uufdc.org/donation/
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Unitarian Universalist Fellowship of Door County 
10341 Water Street (Hwy 42) Ephraim 

Mailing address: 
PO Box 587, Ephraim, WI 54211 

Phone: (920) 854-7559 
Email: contact@uufdc.org 
Web page: www.uufdc.org 
Sunday Services: 10:00 am 

 

Submit articles and inquires to: 
Sara McKillop contact@uufdc.org 

December Calendar 

of Events 

For the most up-to-date calendar,  

please go to:  

https://uufdc.org/events-

calendar/  

Sun Mon Tue Wed Thu Fri Sat 
 

 

1 
Ornament 
crafting 
9AM-noon 

2 3 

BUUK TALK 

10AM 

4 5 6 
 

7 8 9 10 

7PM Poetry 
Reading  

11 
9:30AM Coffee  
Conversation & 
Connection 

12 13 

14 15 16 17 6PM, 
ZOOM Board  

   Meeting  

18 
 

19 20 

21 22 23 

 

24 
 

25 

 

26 
 

27 
 

28 29 30 31 

 

JAN 1 
 

JAN 2 JAN 3 

JAN 4 

10AM  SERVICE  
Kathleen Harris 

      

10AM  SERVICE   
Rev. Karon  
Sandberg 

4PM  SERVICE 
Rev. Jan Frystak 

Holiday Party  
Follows 

10AM  SERVICE   
Marcia Bjornerud  

3rd Sunday Offering 

10AM—Noon  
Brunch Potluck 
Tai Chi—Noon 

Tai Chi—Noon 

Tai Chi—Noon 

Happy Birthday to those celebrating in December:  
1 Kelly Murre, 2 Robert Fickes; 3 Holly Erskine; 4 Sheila Saperstein;  

5 Lynn Olson, Kathy Toerpe; 9 Bonnie Rock; 13 Vicky Carmen, Nora Flood;  
14 Sally Malm; 15 Kenn Falk 17 Dottie Gerrits, Lynn Lees, Chris Weidenbacher; 
19 Pat Crow, Art Kopischke; 25 Tony Gatenby, Eamon O’Dowd;  26 Tim Erskine; 

27 Bob Dunworth  

Crafting Social Justice Ornaments for our UU Tree! 

MON, DEC 1, 9AM to noon, stop by anytime! 

Together we’ll decorate paper stockings to hang on our 
tree.  Each stocking will have an attached paper listing personal 
items that our Social Justice Committee is collecting to donate to 
HELP of Door County and Northern Door YMCA. All the crafting   
materials will be supplied with coffee and treats. 
 

Holiday Greeting Writing Event 

SUN, DEC 7, after service 
Anna Knapp is holding a holiday greetings letter writing for UU 
members who are incarcerated. This is an annual program  
sponsored by the Church of the Larger Fellowship. The CLF Worthy 
Now Prison Ministry has nearly 2,000 members currently experi-
encing incarceration. We are joining with UUs across the country to 
send 6,000 messages filled with holiday UU love and support. Our 
UUFDC team is assigned 50 letters to complete.   

mailto:contact@uufdc.org
http://www.uufdc.org
mailto:contact@uufdc.org
https://uufdc.org/events-calendar/
https://uufdc.org/events-calendar/

