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         UNITARIAN UNIVERSALIST FELLOWSHIP 
OF DOOR  

COUNTY 

An Open Door to Understanding, Compassion, and Justice 

January President's Message  by Cyndy Stiehl 
Happy New Year!  And, thank you to Jan & Phil Frystak, Cindy Nelson, Beth Coleman, Carol Soper, 

and the pop-up choir for making our Solstice Service so beautiful and 
memorable.  It provided such a great start for our 30th Anniversary 
year.  We are planning something every month to commemorate this 
impressive milestone.   

We all know that much of life is attitude.  So, let’s collectively decide to 
make 2026 brilliant!  How might we do that, you ask?  Here are some 
personal thoughts. 

Celebrate everything worth celebrating; 
UUFDC’s 30th Anniversary 

A new baby 
Someone’s good fortune 

Cherish the worth and dignity in everyone and everything; 
The efforts of a child 
Those who persevere 

Someone trying something new 
Serve;  

The Fellowship,  
An arts organization,  

The community at large 
Feel grateful; 

For everything… 
Everything! 

Even the struggles and impossibilities! 

I know that I’m “preaching to the choir” here.  We all have coping skills and have lived lives with 
success.  Just imaging this…. Might it be possible for our collective selves, thinking like this, to have 
a bigger, broader effect because we are pooling our intentions and strengths?  We do some of this 
already with our community partners and the food pantry.  It’s certainly impressive.  Is there some-
thing more we could do with our combined intelligences, experiences, and our goodwill?  Think 
about it and let me know.   
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Upcoming Services 
ON-SITE 10 AM SERVICES—10341 Water St. HWY 42—Ephraim 

THE SERVICES WILL ALSO BE AVAILABLE TO WATCH ON-LINE ON OUR YOUTUBE PAGE, LINKED HERE: 
https://www.youtube.com/@unitarianuniversalistfello6046/streams 

SUNDAY, JANUARY 18, 10AM — Seven Reasons Why A Strong Press Builds a Strong Community 
with Debra Fitzgerald 
Peninsula Pulse editor, Debra Fitzgerald, argues that a strong local press is essential to a healthy, connected com-
munity and a functioning democracy. Drawing on more than 25 years of experience, she outlines how community 
journalism provides shared truths, holds local power accountable, amplifies underrepresented voices, preserves 
the collective story of a place, builds trust in institutions and neighbors, and helps bridge social and political divides. 
Fitzgerald emphasizes that local news differs from national media, rooted as it is in lived relationships and account-
ability, fostering civic engagement and community resilience. Acknowledging the financial and structural challenges 
facing local journalism, she calls on citizens to actively support it, concluding that democracy begins locally and de-
pends on a vibrant, supported press to survive. 

Debra Fitzgerald, a Massachusetts native who holds a BA in English and an MFA in Creative 
Writing, has spent more than 25 years working for newspapers of all sizes as a journalist and edi-
tor in Illinois, Arizona, Minnesota and Door County, Wisconsin. Deb has won more than 50 
awards over the course of her career for her reporting on a wide array of topics, perhaps one-
third of those for her coverage of environmental issues and for her enterprise reporting and cov-
ering local government. 

Service Leader: Maryanne O’Dowd Piano: Hal Halverson  

 

SUNDAY, JANUARY 11, 10AM — Sacred Protest with Jeff Pearcy 
As Unitarian Universalists we are called by our principles to engage in social justice.  Beginning in January 2025 
many people began to protest against the policies that are eroding our democracy.  It appears to be a minimum 
four-year commitment.  How do we sustain our energy?  We will look at a brief history of movements founded 
in protest and the need for the sustenance of spirituality. 

Jeff Pearcy and his wife Jerilyn have been members of the First Unitarian Society of Milwaukee for 
over thirty years.  Jeff retired from being an Executive Director of an international nonprofit and 
has traveled internationally working with other nonprofits to tell their story in photos and vide-
os.  Jeff has been a speaker at our Fellowship on one other occasion and has had four shows in our 
gallery.  Jeff and Jeri live in Milwaukee. 

Service Leader: Henk Wolst Piano: Beth Coleman 

SUNDAY, JANUARY 25, 10AM with Dan Klarer   

How to Keep the Light when the Darkness Creeps In  

This Sunday morning, we’ll explore the impact of community, emotion, and expression.  

Dan Klarer is a professional theater artist living in Door County and works as an actor, educa-
tor, fight director, stage manager, and costume designer. He has performed these jobs and 
more for theater companies around the Midwest including Door County’s Third Avenue Play-
Works, Peninsula Players, Northern Sky Theatre, Door Shakespeare. He teaches improv, 
clowning, Shakespeare, and performance. Dan received his Bachelor of Arts degree in Drama 
from UW-Stevens Point and his Master of Arts degree in Acting from the Royal Conservatoire 
of Scotland in Glasgow.       Service Leader: Cindy Nelson     Piano: Trish Black 

https://www.youtube.com/@unitarianuniversalistfello6046/streams
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Our Mission  
Guided by the Seven Principles of 
Unitarian Universalism, our Door 
County Fellowship:  

 Celebrates diverse beliefs 

 Inspires spiritual growth, 
intellectual inquiry, and creative 
expression 

 Cares actively for the wellbeing 
of its Fellowship family and the 
larger community 

 Practices conscientious 
stewardship of the earth upon 
which all life depends 

 Pursues equality and justice for 
all people 

Governing Board Officers 

President  
Cyndy Stiehl 

president@uufdc.org 

Vice President 
Beth Coleman 

Treasurer  
     Maurie Ash  

Secretary  
Cindy Nelson 

At-Large Governing Board 
Directors 

Anna Knapp 

Joe Graboyes 

Nora Flood 

For contact information view our 
Fellowship Directory.  Need the 

password? Email contact@uufdc.org 

 

New to UUFDC?  

Join our mailing list by sending a 

request to contact@uufdc.org 

 

 

 Website: uufdc.org,  

Facebook: facebook.com/uufdc  

Upcoming Sunday Services Continued... 

SUNDAY, FEBRUARY 1, 10AM — Through a Darkened 
Lens with Rev. Mark Richards  
In the late 18th century, the radical idea that human 
reason, open debate, and collaboration could solve 
our deepest social and theological problems arrived 
like a revelation. Yet, centuries later, this vision re-

mains contested and unfulfilled. This message examines how White Supremacy 
Culture has framed and restricted the nature of that debate. Using the 1961 
merger of Unitarianism and Universalism as our reference, we will explore how 
deconstructing these frameworks opens new possibilities for growth and trans-
formation—both within our faith and across our nation. 

This Sunday message kicks off a UU Sunday afternoon Educational Series  
sponsored by the Membership Committee. Below is the series theme and 
scheduled workshops. A lunch will be provided—rsvps helpful.  

Through a Darkened Lens Workshop Series by Rev. Mark Richards 
Sponsored by the Membership Committee, Jan Frystak, Chair 
Formed in 1961 through the merger of two historic liberal denominations, the Unitarian 
Universalist Association (UUA) represents a uniquely American approach to faith. While 
their theological roots trace back to early Christianity, both movements evolved along-
side the birth of the United States. 

The UUA’s growth is inextricably linked to the struggle for racial justice. Forged at the 
height of the Civil Rights movement, the denomination’s development mirrors the ra-
cial conflicts that have defined the American experience. 

This four-session workshop explores the shifting power dynamics between Black and 
white leaders within the UUA. By applying the lens of White Supremacy Culture to Uni-
tarian, Universalist, and UUA history, we will examine how a liberal faith navigates sys-
temic inequity. Through this study, we seek to map a path for our nation to overcome 
the foundational sins of racism and colonialism. 

SESSION ONE:   Prelude to Merger – Early approaches to race relations 
February 1, 2026  12 Noon – 2 PM 
Topics: The Unitarian responses to slavery 
 Egbert Ethelred Brown and the Harlem Unitarian Church 
 “Universal salvation” in a white church 

SESSION TWO:  The Empowerment Controversy 
March 1, 2026  12 Noon – 2 PM  
Topics: The Selma Turning Point (1965) 
 Dr. Martin Luther King, Jr. Ware Lecture (1966) 
 The Black Unitarian Universalist Caucus (1967) 
 The “Walking Out” (1969) 

SESSION THREE: The Institutionalization of Anti-Racism 
April 12, 2026   12 Noon – 2 PM 
Topics: The 1992 Resolution – a commitment to anti-racism, anti-oppression, multiculturalism 
 Journey Toward Wholeness – educating our movement 
 The “Southern Witness” – partnering with other anti-racism organizations 

SESSION FOUR: Widening the Circle and Beyond 
May 3, 2026  12 Noon – 2 PM 
Topics: 2017 Hiring Crisis 
 White Supremacy Teach-in 
 The Commission on Institutional Change Report 
 The 8th Principle and Article II 

https://uufdc.org/directory/
https://uufdc.org/
https://www.facebook.com/uufdc
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SUNDAY, FEBRUARY 8, 10AM with Ajamou Butler  
Born and raised on Milwaukee’s Northside, author and lecturer Brother 
Ajamou Butler has always been one to progress from his pain. Growing up 
in Milwaukee’s notorious 53206 zip code, Butler was exposed to the uglier 
sides of poverty. His experiences with poverty up-close as a child have 
shaped his outlook on life as an adult. In May 2012, Butler launched his 
non-profit organization, Heal the Hood MKE. Heal the Hood MKE has 
grown to be an example of pushing against social injustice and rewriting 
the narrative of inner-city Milwaukee.  

SUNDAY, FEBRUARY 15, 10AM with Bret Bicoy  
Bret Bicoy is President & CEO of the Door County Community Foundation.  
He is also the co-founder of the United Church of Christ Foundation of WI.  
With his wife Cari, they raised 6 children in Door County and are active  
members of Hope in Sturgeon Bay.  

Missed a Sunday Service? Or would you like to share a Service with a friend?  
Catch any Sunday Service again on our  

YouTube UUFDC page. Or uufdc.org website. 

SUNDAY, FEBRUARY 1, 10AM, continued from page 3 
About Rev. Mark Richards: Mark & Christina Richards came to Door County in 2016 to take on the role of hospice 
chaplain.  Prior to that, Mark had been a wondering wanderer, working in different careers and taking advantage of 
global travel to learn about new cultures and understandings.  Mark & Chris were delighted to find a warm and wel-
coming UU Congregation in UUFDC.  With Christina’s constant support, Mark has expanded his role from hospice 
chaplain to include social  justice work as the leader of the Wisconsin UU State Action Network (WUUSAN).  In the 
coming years, Mark looks forward to speaking UU values in challenging the world that appears to be unfolding  
before us.  

Upcoming Sunday Services Continued... 

SUNDAY, FEBRUARY 22, 10AM with Jodie DeSalvo   

Music on the Brain: The effects music has on us and how it can help 
Alzheimer's patients 
Jodie DeSalvo is a frequent soloist with the Naples Philharmonic Orchestra. She has 
toured extensively as a piano soloist appearing with the orchestras of Chicago,   
Geneva, Lucerne, San Francisco, Hartford and Chautauqua. DeSalvo also has a    
recital/lecture series at the Artis-Naples, which will be in its 20th season in 2024. 
DeSalvo has numerous CDs to her credit. In recent years, she has added the come-
dy of Victor Borge to her repertoire, with interpretations of his skits, including  
Phonetic Punctuation and Inflationary Language, as well as writing her own original 
material. 2025 marked her 29th year as a Birch Creek faculty member.  

https://www.youtube.com/channel/UCyPRxmn-iiV1V5mJDlDqc2A
https://uufdc.org/sunday-services-podcasts/
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January Dickinson Poetry Reading 
A UUFDC 30th Anniversary Celebration with Meg Ziegelmann 
Monthly in 2026, UUFDC will hold a special 30th anniversary event, celebrating 30 years of 
Door County fellowship under the same sky. January’s special event is our Dickinson Poetry 
Reading. Since April 2009, Fellowship volunteers coordinated these monthly poetry events. 
Launched by Chuck and Estella Lauter and then succeeded Peggy Lott & Donna Johnson.  

On WED, January 14, at 7PM, Meg Ziegelmann will take the Dickinson Poetry Series stage at 
the Fellowship. Since 1997, Meg has been an active member of our Fellowship.  

Meg began writing when she was just 12 years old. She was  a sixth grader and her class was studying the country of 
England. Without a word, Meg quietly wrote a letter to the Queen of England.  She didn’t expect a reply. She was 
ecstatic when a letter came back.  Well,  it wasn’t a reply from the Queen herself but one of her Ladies-in-waiting.   
It didn’t matter. Her letter had a response. That experience sparked her interest in writing more. Since then it has  
become a life-long practice. A significant motivator for writing came from being  a participant in the Door County 
“Word Women” group led by the respected Poet Laureate, Estella Lauter. She has written 40 poems. Her subjects 
explore human habits, travels, memories of loved ones.  On the SECOND Wednesday of every month the Dickinson 
Poetry Series features a renowned local or regional poet followed by an open mic, providing an opportunity for     
others to read their poetry. Free! 

UPCOMING BUUK TALK 
On Wednesday, February 4th at 10AM the BUUK Club will meet at UUFDC to discuss The Frozen River by Ariel Law-
hon, recommended by Peggy Lott.  Reading the books is not required to join in the discussion. Zoom attendance is 
available, email contact@uufdc.org for the link. 

Tai Chi Classes Continue in January with Jeff Steinberg  
Sundays at Noon at UUFDC: Jeff Steinberg, long-time advanced student of Tai Chi Master Carol Hoehn 

is offering Tai Chi instruction. This is a “moving meditation” lifespan education opportunity.  

The class is free to attend.  

Our Curious Community 

Door County Talks About Blue Zones: Nutrition/Healthy Eating 
with Jennifer Sherman – A dear friend of UUFDC! 

SATURDAY,  FEB. 21, 10AM at Door Community Auditorium, Fish Creek 
More info at the DCA website here.  

You can also watch Jennifer talking with Peninsula Pulse editor Debra  
Fitzgerald on a recent Door County Pulse podcast! 

In Our Gallery “Transformative Words” by Skye    Exhibited until JAN 25 
Coordinated by Karon Winzenz, Gallery Coordinator. Skye’s artist statement illuminates, “My intention is to send  

positive messages into the world, words that make one think and potentially act in a new way. My hope is to inspire 

people, create ripples, tweak people’s brains. But mostly I do it for myself as a practice, to inspire myself, discovering 

my own unique voice in the process.”  

https://www.goodreads.com/book/show/112975658-the-frozen-river
https://www.goodreads.com/book/show/112975658-the-frozen-river
https://www.dcauditorium.org/tickets/blue-zones-nutrition-healthy-eating
https://email.dcauditorium.org/c/AQjSzRYQnKMIGIz2h2Yggt_AASiOnbECkhPYbkrQ_IAa2TadDA7zdXxLvyxp_gdb9wKreaDiFdo
https://doorcountypulse.com/transformative-words-in-ephraim/


  

6 

Our Active Community  

An Open Letter  
to the UUFDC Congregation 

by Juliana Neuman, UU Member Since 2005 
Although we tend to be relatively informal in our interac-
tions with each other, our structure is that of a church 
and is based upon history that began with the settlement 
of Pilgrims in this country so many years ago.  Unitarian-
ism developed from those roots, as is evident from our 
Order of Service, which specifies many formal elements 
of our Sunday morning gatherings: 
 PRELUDE 
 WELCOME and ANNOUNCEMENTS 
 CHALICE LIGHTING 
 HYMN 
 UNISON AFFIRMATION 
 DOXOLOGY 
 JOYS AND CONCERNS 
 OFFERTORY 
 MOMENT OF QUIET 
 READINGS 
 MESSAGE (Sermon) 
 HYMN 
 CLOSING WORDS 
 EXTINGUISHING OF THE CHALICE 
 POSTLUDE 

 

Most of us honor these elements of our service by  
participating in all of them except one:  the Offertory.   
In my opinion, the formal meaning of this section of our 
service should be gratitude. 

Gratitude: for the service in which we are participating, 
for the importance of this time we have together, for the 
message we will hear, and for the community we have 
created. 

Offertory is a formal term, and its formality is conveyed 
in the instructions provided to the Volunteers who pass 
the plate: “Walk together to the center aisle, then  
separate to right and left sides of the front area, then to 
the rows at the sides and then to the back rows.” 

I have noticed that many of our Members and Friends 
shake their heads as the Volunteers pass by, to indicate 
that they will not contribute.  For most, this is probably 
intended to indicate that they give via their pledge to the 
Fellowship.  Nevertheless, in my opinion, we should show 
our gratitude by putting something in the plate (even if 
only a dollar), thus honoring the importance that this 
weekly celebration of our community represents.  In 
keeping with other formal elements of our services, this 
act of giving does matter.     

UUFDC Social Justice Scholarship Now Accepting Applications 

The Outreach Steering Committee is overjoyed to return the UUFDC Social Justice Scholarship for a graduating 
Door County senior whose actions reflect our shared commitment to compassion, equity, and justice. The 
$3,000 scholarship, funded and supported by the Fellowship, recognizes a young person making a real differ-
ence through service, advocacy, or creative initiatives that build a better world.  Now we need your help to get 
the word out. Applications are open until March 15, 2026, and the award will be announced in May. Full details 
and the scholarship application are available at The Door County Scholarship Network, along with the common 
scholarship application at www.DoorCountyScholarships.org   

Thanksgiving Basket Thank You!  
The Social Justice Committee, Cindy Nelson and Jane Wise, is proud to share with you the following handwritten 
note received for the difference you made with UUFDC’s 2025 Thanksgiving Baskets.  

Unitarian Universalist Church, 
Thank you for the Thanksgiving meals you provided for the four Latino families who lost all their possessions in a 
fire this fall. They were very grateful! Imelda reported how pleased they were and how much they enjoyed  
figuring out how to cook the turkey! One couple cut it up with a mole sauce and one family used a grill!  
Definitely appreciated all the food. Thank you! 

-Carol M. & Latino Emergency Assistance Fund (LEAF) Working Committee 

file:///C:/Users/pcrow/Downloads/iframe%20frameborder=%220%22%20marginheight=%220%22%20marginwidth=%220%22%20style=%22width:%20100%25;%20height:%20400px;%22%20src=%22http:/www.doorcountyscholarships.org/finder/search/results/feed/1/format/iframe/ss/34v%22%20/
http://www.DoorCountyScholarships.org
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Unitarian Universalist Fellowship of Door County 
10341 Water Street (Hwy 42) Ephraim 

Mailing address: 
PO Box 587, Ephraim, WI 54211 

Phone: (920) 854-7559 
Email: contact@uufdc.org 
Web page: www.uufdc.org 
Sunday Services: 10:00 am 

 

Submit articles and inquires to: 
Sara McKillop contact@uufdc.org 

January Calendar of 

Events 

For the most up-to-date calendar,  

please go to:  

https://uufdc.org/events-

calendar/  

Sun Mon Tue Wed Thu Fri Sat 
 

 

 
 

  

 

1 2 3 
 

4 5 6 7 

BUUK TALK 

10AM 

8 
9:30AM Coffee  
Conversation & 
Connection 

9 10 

11 12 13 14 30th ANNIV. 

7PM Poetry 
Reading 

15 
 

16 17 

18 19 20 

 

21 
 

22 

9:30AM Coffee  
Conversation & 
Connection 

23 
 

24 
 

25 26 27 28 

6PM,  
ZOOM Board 
Meeting  

29 
 

30 31 

FEB 1 10AM   

SERVICE  Rev. 
Mark Richards 

      

10AM  SERVICE   
Kathleen Harris 

10AM  SERVICE   
Jeff Pearcy 

3rd Sunday Offering 

Noon Workshop 

Tai Chi—Noon 

Coffee Conversation & Connection:  With the ring of the 
New Year, we returned to holding Coffee Conversation &  
Connection gatherings, on the second and fourth Thursday of 
the month, 9:30AM. The nature of these events is simply what 
it says with main goal being to increase our connection.  
All are welcome! 

January’s Caring Committee 

Go2 Volunteers: Cindy Nelson & Trish Black 
Find their contact info in the Fellowship directory.  

Caring Committee Notes  

Happy January Birthday to:  

5 Mellen Knapp; 6 Sam Carmen; 12 Pam Goode; 27 Gwenn Graboyes. 

10AM  SERVICE   
Dan Klarer 

Tai Chi—Noon 

10AM  SERVICE   
Debra Fitzgerald 

Tai Chi—Noon 

Tai Chi—Noon 

Attention LBGQT+ Allies:  There are unjust proposed regulations being 
made right now by our Federal Health and Human Services that will strong
-arm hospitals and clinics into withholding medical care for transgender 
youth.  How can you help?  Between now and FEB 17, testimony is being 
collected on the impact of these regulations.  And ANYONE can email testi-
mony about this.  Contact Anna Knapp to receive an email of suggestions 
from her about how to participate in submitting testimony.  Please take a 
moment to participate in this important process of our democracy.   

mailto:contact@uufdc.org
http://www.uufdc.org
mailto:contact@uufdc.org
https://uufdc.org/events-calendar/
https://uufdc.org/events-calendar/
https://uufdc.org/directory/
https://uufdc.org/directory/

