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Upcoming February Services 
ON-SITE 10 AM SERVICES—10341 Water St. HWY 42—Ephraim 

THE SERVICES WILL ALSO BE AVAILABLE TO WATCH ON-LINE ON OUR YOUTUBE PAGE, LINKED HERE: 
https://www.youtube.com/@unitarianuniversalistfello6046/streams 
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         UNITARIAN UNIVERSALIST FELLOWSHIP 
OF DOOR  

COUNTY 

An Open Door to Understanding, Compassion, and Justice 

SUNDAY, FEB 1, 10AM with Rev. Mark Richards — Through a Shaded Lens  
In the late 18th century, the radical idea that human reason, open debate, and collabora-
tion could solve our deepest social and theological problems arrived like a revelation. Yet, 
centuries later, this vision remains contested and unfulfilled. This message examines how 
White Supremacy Culture has framed and restricted the nature of that debate. Using the 
1961 merger of Unitarianism and Universalism as our reference, we will explore how de-
constructing these frameworks opens new possibilities for growth and transformation—
both within our faith and across our nation. 

This Sunday message kicks off a UU Sunday afternoon education series sponsored by the Membership Committee.  
SESSION ONE:  February 1, Noon – 2 PM TOPIC: Prelude to Merger – Early approaches to race relations. Free Lunch!  

Mark & Christina Richards came to Door County in 2016 to take on the role of hospice chaplain. With Christina’s 
constant support, Mark has expanded his role from hospice chaplain to include social justice work as the leader of 
the WI UU State Action Network (WUUSAN). Rev. Mark Richards was ordained in 2018 by the First Parish in  
Concord, MA.        Service Leader: Jan Frystak     Piano: Sandy Bader 

SUNDAY, FEB 8, 10AM with  Ajamou Butler  
Prayer, Power & Purpose: A look at Afro-centric Based Spirituality & Religions 
In this conversation, we will learn about the early presence of Christianity & Is-
lam in Africa. We are also going to learn about several African Spiritual Systems, 
such as Ifa, Ausar Auset Society, and others. Africa has been the birthplace of a 
multitude of religions and spiritual systems that have shaped how we view mod-
ern religion, spirituality, and society today. In this discussion, we will celebrate 
Africa for its contributions. 

Born and raised on Milwaukee’s Northside, author and lecturer Brother Ajamou 
Butler has always been one to progress from his pain. Growing up in Milwau-
kee’s notorious 53206 zip code, Butler was exposed to the uglier sides of pov-
erty. His experiences with poverty up-close as a child have shaped his outlook 
on life as an adult. In May 2012, Butler launched his non-profit organization, 
Heal the Hood MKE. Heal the Hood MKE has grown to be an example of pushing 
against social injustice and rewriting the narrative of inner-city Milwaukee.  

Service Leader: Nora Flood      Music: Trish Black  

https://www.youtube.com/@unitarianuniversalistfello6046/streams
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Upcoming Sunday Services Continued...Upcoming Sunday Services Continued...  
SUNDAY, FEB. 15 with Bret Bicoy — The Myth of Independence 
The powerful American belief that people are completely self-made obscures how every 
life is shaped by luck, timing, social structures, and the often-unseen labor of others. 
The myth of independence narrows our compassion and turns inequality into something 
we explain away rather than challenge. Instead, we should lift up gratitude as a more 
honest moral starting point - one that reshapes how we understand success, responsi-
bility, and what we owe each other. 

Bret Bicoy is President & CEO of the Door County Community Foundation. He is also the 
co-founder of the United Church of Christ Foundation of WI. With his wife Cari, they 
raised 6 children in Door County and are active members of Hope in Sturgeon Bay.  

Service Leader: Donna Johnson    Piano: Sandy Bader     Special Music: David Sherman  

               

            

SUNDAY, FEB 22 with Jodie DeSalvo — Music and the Brain 
Concert pianist and Birch Creek faculty member for 30 years, Jodie 
DeSalvo, will discuss various areas of the brain and their relationship 
to our listening and interpretation of music. She will also explore the 
positive effects of music on Alzheimer’s patients and others with  
dementia-related diagnoses. The benefits of music in our daily lives 
are truly inspiring! 

Jodie DeSalvo is no stranger to the concert stage, especially in Naples, 
FL. A graduate of the Hartt and Manhattan Schools Music, Jodie has 
toured nationally and internationally as a soloist, chamber artist and 
clinician. She has been a top prize winner in several competitions and 
appeared at Carnegie Hall and Merkin Concert Hall at Lincoln Center a 
result. She has appeared with the Naples Philharmonic as soloist  
under the direction of Jorge Mester and Jeff Tyzik. Currently, Ms.  
DeSalvo has her own lecture recital series at Artis Naples entitled 
“Piano Talks” which is in its 21st season. 

Service Leader: Bob Lindahl     Piano: Jodie DeSalvo  

Under the Same Sky UUFDC: 30th Anniversary Celebrations!  

February Event Details — Centered in Love 
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Upcoming Sunday Services Continued...Upcoming Sunday Services Continued...  

SUNDAY, March 1, 10AM with Terry Goode 
Artificial Intelligence and Unitarian Universalism 
Artificial Intelligence (AI) is a technology that comes up in every conversation.  We experi-
ence it in everyday interactions, particularly with automated chats and other experiences 
on the web, from Google searches to interacting with provider websites.  What is AI and 
how can it be implemented to support Unitarian Universalism, and the fellowship, in partic-
ular?  Is it a technology to be reckoned with and embraced, or not?  What are the cau-
tions?  And where is AI headed?  Terry will provide insight into these questions with a lively 
and humorous message!  

Terry Goode has a Ph.D. in philosophy.  He has taught philosophy at the University of South Carolina, UW-Fox Val-
ley, and UW-Oshkosh.  He regularly teaches philosophy in Door County for the Clearing in the winter and for 
Bjorklunden in the summer.  He has spoken frequently at the UUFDC and has served the congregation in a number 
of roles, including Program Committee, Finance Committee, and Web Development.  Terry and his wife, Pam, live 
in Baileys Harbor and are volunteers and contributors to many Door County organizations.  

SUNDAY, March 8, 10AM—TBD  

SUNDAY, March 15, 10AM with Andrew Phillips 

Andrew Phillips is a longtime journalist and Door County native whose work has ap-
peared in multiple Door County publications, as well as the Milwaukee Journal Sentinel, 
the Milwaukee Business Journal and The Gazette in Cedar Rapids, IA. He is an alumnus 
of Gibraltar High School and graduated Cum Laude with a B.A. in philosophy and  
journalism from Marquette University. 
 

SUNDAY, March 22, 10AM 

Jacob Janssen is a director & arts leader.  

Currently serving as the artistic director  
of Third Avenue PlayWorks. 

SUNDAY, March 29, 10AM 

Food & Fellowship Green Potluck  

A Kick-Off to Earth Month in April 

Coordinated by Buttons Wolst   
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New to UUFDC?  

Join our mailing list by sending a 

request to contact@uufdc.org 

 

 

 Website: uufdc.org,  

Facebook: facebook.com/uufdc  

January President's Message   

by Cynthia Stiehl 

 
 

What will we do? 
If ICE comes to Northern Door—they have already been here 
once—what will we do? We have all seen the horror: the cruelty, 
the lack of due process, the brutality, and lawlessness. If ICE 
comes to Northern Door again, what will we do? 

Will we open our doors to undocumented people and provide a 
safe place to wait? Will we feed them, house them, and help 
them find counsel? Will we pull on our warmest boots and heavi-
est coats to endure the cold as we stand outside a business while 
ICE carries people out? Will we hold up our phones, recording 
every moment, singing protest songs in the hope that agents 
might come to their senses? Are we willing to risk being pepper 
sprayed? Will we call everyone we know and ask them to come 
stand with us? 

Individually, we can stand. 

As a group, we can stand. 

As a religious organization, we can stand. 

The question is: do we want to? 

Do we want to take a public stand as UUFDC and declare that we 
support people, due process, lawful action, and the Constitution? 
I understand that most of us in this congregation are “of a certain 
age.”  Some of us simply cannot say “yes” to these questions.        
I struggle with the answers, too.  Let’s answer them for ourselves 
and share with each other the results.   

Love,  
Cyndy 
 

February’s Caring Committee 

Go2 Volunteers:  

Sarah Woerfel & Trish Black 

Find their contact info in the Fellowship directory.  

Our Mission  

Guided by the Seven Principles of 

Unitarian Universalism, our Door 

County Fellowship:  

 Celebrates diverse beliefs 

 Inspires spiritual growth, 

intellectual inquiry, and creative 

expression 

 Cares actively for the wellbeing 

of its Fellowship family and the 

larger community 

 Practices conscientious 

stewardship of the earth upon 

which all life depends 

 Pursues equality and justice for 

all people 

Governing Board Officers 
President  

Cyndy Stiehl 
president@uufdc.org 

Vice President 
Beth Coleman 

Treasurer  
     Maurie Ash  

Secretary  
Cindy Nelson 

At-Large Governing Board 
Directors 
Anna Knapp 

Joe Graboyes 

Nora Flood 

For contact information view our 
Fellowship Directory.  Need the 

password? Email contact@uufdc.org 

https://uufdc.org/
https://www.facebook.com/uufdc
https://uufdc.org/directory/
https://uufdc.org/directory/
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Our Creative Community Our Creative Community   

February Dickinson Poetry Reading — Homage to Francha Barnard  
Coordinated by Peggy Lott & Donna Johnson 

On WED, February 11, at 7PM, an in memoriam poetry reading of  
Francha Barnard will take the Dickinson Poetry Series stage at the  
Fellowship.  

Renowned poet, community activist, enthusiastic volunteer and supporter of the 
arts in Door County, Francha Barnard died suddenly on July 22, 2022.  She was a 
valued member of the Door County Poets Collective, which published two vol-
umes (Soundings and Halfway to the North Pole).  Thanks to her sister, her own 
poems have just been published in a new chapbook, Down My Fairy Stairs. The 
evening will unfold with poetry that, with Francha’s acute gifts of observation and 
reflection, embraces nature, world events and small moments of daily life. 

On the SECOND Wednesday of every month the Dickinson Poetry Series features a renowned local or regional poet 
followed by an open mic, providing an opportunity for others to read their poetry. Free! 

Book Talk Invitation!  
Having Read the Book Is Not Re-
quired. 
by Lynn Mercurio, BUUK Coordinator  
Join us on Wednesday, February 4, 10AM, 
at the Fellowship we will gather to dis-
cuss The Frozen River by Ariel Lawhorn, 
recommended by Peggy Lott. She will lead 
us in exploring this mystery that takes 
place in Maine in 1789. As a midwife, 

Martha's medical knowledge is used to 
help diagnose the cause of death of a man 
who is found frozen in the nearby river.  

In Our Gallery “Painted Memories”  
by Margaret Lockwood, Exhibited FEB 1—MAR 31 
Coordinated by Karon Winzenz, Gallery Coordinator 

Margaret illuminates about her work,  

“My paintings come from memory and imagination.  
Trees in the mist or standing tall, twisting branches,  
a forest, skies of changing colors.  

I hope for light, movement, and color of my canvases to 
welcome viewers into their own memories and imaginings.”  

Walk-In Tai Chi Classes Continue   

 with Jeff Steinberg  

Sundays at Noon at UUFDC:  

Jeff Steinberg, long-time advanced 

student of Tai Chi Master Carol 

Hoehn is offering Tai Chi instruction. 

This is a “moving meditation” 

lifespan education opportunity.  

The class is free to attend.  

https://www.goodreads.com/book/show/112975658-the-frozen-river
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Our Justice Seeking Community Our Justice Seeking Community   
Our Solar Power—Lasting Impact of an Environmental Justice Project  
Article Submitted by Bruce Nelson, Building & Grounds Chair 

An ad hoc sustainability committee was created in early 2022 to evaluate options 
for alternate sources of energy for our building.  They evaluated geothermal, heat 
pumps, and solar energy systems.  

A solar Photo Voltaic (PV) panel system was selected as the most effective for our 
situation. The total installed cost was $28,400.  We received two grants, one  from 
Focus on Energy and one from the federal government under the IRA act of 2022, 
totaling $13,588. Resulting in a net cost of the system of $14,812. 

The system was installed by Eland Electric in March and started in April of 2023.  
Since then it has operated as designed everyday with no problems and no maintenance except adjusting the solar 
panel array to the angle of the sun four times a year. 

For the 5 years prior to installation of our PV panels, our electricity purchases from WPS averaged 12,400 KWh per 
year at a cost of $1,814 per year. 

For the first two full years of operation, our  purchases from WPS averaged  2,020 KWh per year at a cost of $733 
per year. An average savings of $1,081per year. 

We have reduced our CO2 emissions by 19.2 tons since our system started in 2023. 

We, as a congregation, should be very proud that we installed a solar panel array.  The system supplies 55% of the 
electric energy we use. That saves us money, reduces our carbon footprint and when we create more electricity 
than what we need it is sent into the grid as non-fossil fuel created electricity.  

The Inherent Worth and Dignity of Every Person 
Article Submitted by Anna Knapp, past-president & current board member 

In December a group met and personalized holiday greetings for 50 
UUs who were incarcerated across the country.  These were people 
that we did not know, did not know their situations, and may never 
meet.  However, that group of ladies knew that they were practicing 
some of our important values in the Unitarian Universalist faith–
Love and Honoring the Inherent Worth and Dignity of Every Person.  
It was a great spiritual practice.  It meant something to those who 
wrote the messages, and I’m sure it meant a lot to those who       
received the messages. 

The Church of the Larger Fellowship (CLF) is a UU Church without any walls.  I personally belong to it as a member 
and to our UUFDC Church as well.  I love the ministry that the CLF does, especially  with the Prison Ministry Net-
work.  I support this through my membership in the CLF and also by participating in its Pen Pal program.  Over the 
last 6 months, I’ve been matched with 2 penpals, who are UUs and incarcerated.  One has never written back yet, 
but I still continue to send him a message about once a month.  The other has written back to me a couple of times, 
and I look forward to growing our connection.   

The CLF’s Pen Pal program is very safe and has some sound guidelines to help you get started and stay safe.   
I encourage you to check it out and consider participating.  It doesn’t take much time and other than the cost of 
some stamps and standard white paper and envelopes, it doesn't cost you a thing.  Find more information on the 
CLF website at:  https://worthynow.org/ 

https://worthynow.org/
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Our Active Community Our Active Community   

Through a Shaded Lens Workshop Series  

by Rev. Mark Richards 

Sponsored by the Membership Committee,  

Jan Frystak, Chair  

Free Lunch—All Welcome!  

RSVPS helpful, but not required,  

email contact@uufdc.org 

 

Formed in 1961 through the merger of two historic liberal 

denominations, the Unitarian Universalist Association (UUA) 

represents a uniquely American approach to faith. While 

their theological roots trace back to early Christianity, both 

movements evolved alongside the birth of the United States. 

The UUA’s growth is inextricably linked to the struggle for 

racial justice. Forged at the height of the Civil Rights move-

ment, the denomination’s development mirrors the racial 

conflicts that have defined the American experience. 

This four-session workshop explores the shifting power dy-

namics between Black and white leaders within the UUA. By 

applying the lens of White Supremacy Culture to Unitarian, 

Universalist, and UUA history, we will examine how a liberal 

faith navigates systemic inequity. Through this study, we seek 

to map a path for our nation to overcome the foundational 

sins of racism and colonialism. 

 

Each session can stand alone. 

 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
SESSION ONE:   Prelude to Merger – Early approaches to 
race relations 
February 1, 2026  12 Noon – 2 PM 
Topics: The Unitarian responses to slavery 
 Egbert Ethelred Brown and the Harlem Unitarian Church 
 “Universal salvation” in a white church 

SESSION TWO:  The Empowerment Controversy 
March 1, 2026  12 Noon – 2 PM  
Topics: The Selma Turning Point (1965) 
 Dr. Martin Luther King, Jr. Ware Lecture (1966) 
 The Black Unitarian Universalist Caucus (1967) 
 The “Walking Out” (1969) 

SESSION THREE: The Institutionalization of Anti-
Racism 
April 12, 2026   12 Noon – 2 PM 
Topics: The 1992 Resolution – a commitment to anti-racism, anti-
oppression, multiculturalism 
 Journey Toward Wholeness – educating our movement 
 The “Southern Witness” – partnering with other anti-
racism organizations 

SESSION FOUR: Widening the Circle and Beyond 
May 3, 2026  12 Noon – 2 PM 
Topics: 2017 Hiring Crisis 
 White Supremacy Teach-in 
 The Commission on Institutional Change Report 
 The 8th Principle and Article II 

 

UUFDC Social Justice Scholarship—Last full month of Application Submission  
The Outreach Steering Committee is overjoyed to return the UUFDC Social 

Justice Scholarship for a graduating Door County senior whose actions re-

flect our shared commitment to compassion, equity, and justice. The 

$3,000 scholarship, funded and supported by the Fellowship, recognizes a 

young person making a real difference through service, advocacy, or crea-

tive initiatives that build a better world.  Now we need your help to get the 

word out. Applications are open until March 15, 2026, and the award will 

be announced in May. Full details and the scholarship application are avail-

able at The Door County Scholarship Network, along with the common 

scholarship application at www.DoorCountyScholarships.org   

http://www.DoorCountyScholarships.org
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Unitarian Universalist Fellowship of Door County 
10341 Water Street (Hwy 42) Ephraim 

Mailing address: 
PO Box 587, Ephraim, WI 54211 

Phone: (920) 854-7559 
Email: contact@uufdc.org 
Web page: www.uufdc.org 
Sunday Services: 10:00 am 

 

Submit articles and inquires to: 
Sara McKillop contact@uufdc.org 

FEB Calendar of 

Events 

For the most up-to-date calendar,  

please go to:  

https://uufdc.org/events-

calendar/  

Sun Mon Tue Wed Thu Fri Sat 

1 Rev.Richards 

10 AM  SERVICE   
Workshop, 12PM-2 

2 3 4 
 
10AM Book Club  

 

5 

 
6 7 

8 9 
 

10 11  

Poetry Night 

7PM 

12 
9:30AM Coffee  
Conversation & 
Connection 

13 
 

14 

15 16 17 

 

18    

 

19 20 
 

21 10AM 
Jennifer 
Sherman @ 
DC Auditorium 
Blue Zones 

22 23 24 25 

6PM Board 
Meeting In-
Person at UU 

26 

9:30AM Coffee  
Conversation & 
Connection 

27 28 

MARCH 1       

Missed a Sunday Service? Or would you like to share a Service 
with a friend? 
Catch any Sunday Service again on our YouTube UUFDC page. 
Or on our uufdc.org website... 

Ajamou Butler 

10 AM  SERVICE   

10 AM  SERVICE   
Jodie DeSalvo  

In concert: 2PM @ 
Birch Creek  

Terry Goode  
10 AM  SERVICE   
Workshop, 12PM-2 

3rd Sunday Collection 

Bret Bicoy 
10 AM  SERVICE   

Happy Birthday to those celebrating in February:  

4 Buttons Wolst; 6 Paul Soper; 12 Larry Eriksson;  13 Gerri Friedberg; 18 Makena Murre;  

19 Nancy Dickson; 22 Diane Morgan; 23 Jami Hanreddy; 28 Jerry Needleman. 

Coffee Conversation & Connection 

Second and fourth Thursday of the month, 9:30AM at UUFDC.   

Hosted by the Caring Committee. 

The nature of these events is simply what it says with main goal 

being to increase our connection. All are welcome! 

mailto:contact@uufdc.org
http://www.uufdc.org
mailto:contact@uufdc.org
https://uufdc.org/events-calendar/
https://uufdc.org/events-calendar/
https://www.youtube.com/channel/UCyPRxmn-iiV1V5mJDlDqc2A
https://uufdc.org/sunday-services-podcasts/

