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Upcoming March Services 
ON-SITE 10 AM SERVICES—10341 Water St. HWY 42—Ephraim 

THE SERVICES WILL ALSO BE AVAILABLE TO WATCH ON-LINE ON OUR YOUTUBE PAGE, LINKED HERE: 
https://www.youtube.com/@unitarianuniversalistfello6046/streams 

UNITARIAN UNIVERSALIST    
FELLOWSHIP OF DOOR COUNTY 

SUNDAY, MARCH 8, 10AM — Attending to Our Shared Humanity 
Sermon by Rev. Joan Javier-Duval, Read by Donna Johnson (pictured) 

Service Led by Carrie Link 
Rev. Joan writes, “To truly pay attention, sometimes we need to set aside the 
story that we want to ascribe to someone else… If we set the story aside, we 
might realize that we are each fighting our own internal battles.” This is a UU 
Soul Matters sermon, a shared resource ministry program. 

The Reverend Joan Javier-Duval is the minister of the Unitarian Church of Montpelier.  Born and raised in Chicago, 
the daughter of immigrants from the Philippines, she organized young voters in New Mexico, fought for workers’ 
rights, and trained progressive political leaders in Washington DC.  She also volunteered her time serving the Asian 
American community as an advocate for women’s rights and immigrant and worker justice. In these contexts and 
through her ministerial training, Rev. Joan developed her passion and dedication to social and economic justice, 
anti-racism and anti-oppression, and creating Beloved Community.   

Service Leader: Carrie Link  Music:  Trish Black 

SUNDAY, MARCH 15, 10AM —The Importance of Civic Engagement in Community-Building 
Door County Knock founder Andrew Phillips will discuss the variety of economic 
and social issues on which Knock has focused its journalism and community-
building work. He will discuss the resources that are necessary to make          
progress on those issues, with a particular focus on perhaps the most important 
resource – community members themselves getting engaged and working to-
gether. Building community may be the single most effective solution to the 
challenges we face. 
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Continued on next page... 
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Upcoming Sunday Services Continued... 

SUNDAY, MARCH 22, 10AM — Creativity and Community in an Age of Alienation 
In a time marked by isolation, digital fragmentation, and declining civic life, creativ-
ity is not a luxury but a vital force that restores connection and belonging. Creative 
acts—especially those practiced in community—awaken us to the fullness of our 
lives, foster empathy, and resist the numbing speed of modern culture. True com-
munity is built not through efficiency or passive consumption, but through shared 
vulnerability, participation, and the courageous act of making meaning together. 

Jacob Janssen is the Jackie & Steve Kane Artistic Director at Third Avenue PlayWorks in Sturgeon Bay. Jacob is a  
director,  producer, and new play developer who has worked in theatres throughout the United States.  He is a tire-
less advocate for the arts in our community. Jacob is the past president of the Peninsula Arts and Humanities      
Alliance, an advocacy organization representing 14 of the region’s cultural organizations. Originally from Kiel, WI, 
Jacob holds a BFA in Acting from UW-Stevens Point and an MFA in Directing from DePaul University. His extended 
family have lived and worked in Door County for decades. Some of his earliest memories are of The Blue Iris in Egg 
Harbor, the restaurant his grandparents owned and operated. Jacob and his wife Lisa now live in Sturgeon Bay with 
their two children, Leo and August.           Service Leader: Donna Johnson       Music: Sandy Bader 

SUNDAY, MARCH 29, 10AM— Our First Food & Fellowship 5th Sunday! 

Greens, Grins, and Gratitude — Celebrating 30 Years: A Spring-inspired 

Potluck Brunch — Hosted by Buttons Wolst 

A new 5th Sunday experience, resting from a typical Sunday Service, 

making the company of one another the focus. 

Seeking brunch dishes to serve: fruit, bakery, or breakfast veggie dish. 

RSVPs are helpful, but not required.  email: contact@uufdc.org 

Under the Same Sky UUFDC: 30th Anniversary Celebrations!  

Along with our March 29th potluck, celebrate with a  

Pizza & 1996 Movie Party! 

Blast from the Past Movie: Jerry Maguire 
Monday, March 16 

12:00–1:00 PM | Lunch (pizza, chips, cookies) 
1:00–4:00 PM | Opening remarks, the featured movie & popcorn 

A special guest musician will perform favorite songs from 1996! 

Hosted by Henk Wolst 
RSVPs are helpful, but not required.  email: contact@uufdc.org 

Andrew Phillips founded Door County Knock in 2020 to provide in-depth and investigative reporting for Door  
County and to move public discourse in a positive, productive direction. As executive director and editor-in-chief, 
he leads the organization’s business and editorial functions and sets the direction for its growth. He is a Door  
County native whose work has previously appeared in the Milwaukee Journal Sentinel, the Milwaukee Business 
Journal and The Gazette in Cedar Rapids, IA.  

Service Leader: Jan Frystak  Music: Sandy Bader 
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SUNDAY, April 5, 10AM with Betts Williams 
The Work of a Non-Denominational Spiritual Director 
Spiritual directors walk alongside people as they face life’s challenges, joys, questions, 
and changes. They listen to each person’s story and ask thoughtful questions to help 
them see their life more clearly. Spiritual directors welcome everyone, no matter their 
background or beliefs. They listen with compassion and without judgment. Everything 
shared is treated with respect and kept confidential. Betts says, “Spiritual direction is 
what I am passionate about and would like to share with the congregation at the UU.” 

Betts Williams recently finished a three-year Spiritual Direction program in La Crosse, WI. 
She also a skilled massage therapist and Reiki master in Sister Bay.   

SUNDAY, April 12, 10AM—TBD  

SUNDAY, April 19, 10AM with Dick Smythe 

Oak Trees, Blue Jays, Grandmothers, and UU’ers 
Do we ever think about oak trees?  Maybe occasionally.  How about blue jays?   
Again, maybe every once in a while. We probably do think about grandmothers more  
frequently.  But do we ever recognize that all of us, all the above, are interrelated? 

Darwin not only introduced the idea of evolution to our awareness but he also stated a 
second idea, the relatedness of all life forms, that, I would guess, few of us have ever 
heard about, let alone considered. Yet Indigenous people around the world have believed 
in the relatedness of all life forms as part of their heritage, accepted its validity, and acted 
accordingly. 

It is my hope that most UU’ers, along with future inhabitants of Congress and the White House, will believe in this 
reality and act accordingly.    

Dick Smythe is an entomologist retired from the research division of the US Forest Service. Throughout his life he 
has maintained two dominant interests: first, his fascination with the natural world — our non-human environ-
ment and endless source of wonder; second, his abiding interest in religion/theology — a subject of continuing  
education and challenge.  

SUNDAY, April 26, 10AM with Marcia Kritzler-Egeland 
Marcia Kritzler-Egeland will tell the story of her mother Millie Kritzler, a Holocaust Survivor.  
Marcia writes, “Simon and Hildegunde Straahs, my grandparents, saved their daughter from 
certain death by selflessly sending her into the arms of strangers. At the age of nine and a 
half, Mom boarded a train for France. For my mother, Millie Kritzler, of blessed memory, that 
was the beginning of a journey to a new life. At the age of nine and a half, Mom began to  
realize the difference that one person can make – that one decision can make. Mom always 
felt that she had a guardian angel who protected her and brought not one but many individ-
uals whose actions helped to make that difference.”   

“Life is political, not because the world cares about how you feel, but because the world reacts to what you 

do. [...] In the politics of the everyday, our words and gestures, or their absence, count very much…  

The symbols of today enable the reality of tomorrow.”  -Timothy Snyder  

Upcoming Sunday Services Continued... 
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New to UUFDC?  

Join our mailing list by sending a 

request to contact@uufdc.org 

 

 Website: uufdc.org,  

Facebook: facebook.com/uufdc  

March President's Message   

by Cynthia Stiehl 

Fulfillment Found in Board Service! 
 

It is difficult to articulate how much fulfillment I receive from serv-
ing on the UUFDC Board. I had retired from board service, but when 
I was asked to return, I said yes — and I am deeply grateful for the 
opportunity. 

Serving on this board feels almost miraculous: intelligent people 
with exceptional skills and experience, all holding the best interests 
of the Fellowship in their hearts. Our discussions are consistently 
fruitful — often funny, sometimes downright hysterical — and we 
are not afraid to get to the heart of the matter. 

When a complex issue arises, I often begin by posing a question. If it 
turns out not to be the right one, I am confident that together we 
will reshape it until we find the right question. And when we do, we 
move forward with grace and thoughtful consideration for all  
concerned. 

Our UU values are not just spoken — they are alive and practiced at 
this table. I am beyond proud to be a member of this marvelous 
group of people. 

The Nominating Committee has begun its work to identify  
committee and board members for the next fiscal year, beginning 
July 1. I encourage you to consider speaking with them. 
 

 
 
Our Nominating Committee Members are  
Henk Wolst, 
Maryanne O’Dowd, and 
Mary Dunworth. 

March’s Caring Committee 

Go2 Volunteers:  

Cindy Nelson & Trish Black 

Find their contact info in the Fellowship directory.  

Our Mission  

Guided by the Seven Principles of 

Unitarian Universalism, our Door 

County Fellowship:  

 Celebrates diverse beliefs 

 Inspires spiritual growth, 

intellectual inquiry, and creative 

expression 

 Cares actively for the wellbeing 

of its Fellowship family and the 

larger community 

 Practices conscientious 

stewardship of the earth upon 

which all life depends 

 Pursues equality and justice for 

all people 

Governing Board Officers 
President  

Cyndy Stiehl 
president@uufdc.org 

Vice President 
Beth Coleman 

Treasurer  
     Maurie Ash  

Secretary  
Cindy Nelson 

At-Large Governing Board 
Directors 
Anna Knapp 

Joe Graboyes 

Nora Flood 

For contact information view our 
Fellowship Directory.  Need the 

password? Email contact@uufdc.org 

https://uufdc.org/
https://www.facebook.com/uufdc
https://uufdc.org/directory/
https://uufdc.org/directory/
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March Dickinson Poetry 
Reading with  
Brandon Thomas  

Coordinated by Peggy Lott 

& Donna Johnson 

 

On WED, March 11, at 7PM, Brandon Thomas, a 
writer based in the Fox Cities, will take the Dickin-
son Poetry Series stage at the Unitarian Universal-
ist Fellowship. The Fellowship is located at 10341 
Hwy. 42 in north Ephraim. 

Brandon Thomas has always enjoyed writing 
whether it's songs, stories, or poems.  In this first 
book of poetry, Brandon collects works spanning 
the last two decades. Topics range from nature, 
faith, and difficult situations. His writing tries to 
comprehend the beauty and pain around us as we 
live these complicated and brief lives.  This collec-
tion is long overdue and is a celebration of one 
writer's humble attempts at poetic stylings.  His 
hope is that you would be moved (and encour-
aged) by the written word. 

Brandon lives in Appleton, WI with his wife and 2 
daughters.  He holds a BFA from UW-Milwaukee. 
He is also an artist (under the same name, Bran-
don Thomas) and musician (Strategic).  He loves 
incorporating text & poems into his art and he 
continues to write more music and poetry.  He 
may even be working on a novel?!  Work on Vol.2 
of “Beacon Light” has already begun! 

From the Road by Brandon Thomas  
I am from the road 
but have paved my own 
turning back is not an option  
turning back must be forgotten 
leaving there to freely roam 
will my heart find its home? 
that road was wide, but dark 
the bravest thing I did was start 
with belief that light will guide me as I go 
on this journey from the road 

On the SECOND Wednesday of every month the Dickin-
son Poetry Series features a renowned local or regional 
poet followed by an open mic, providing an opportunity 
for others to read their poetry. Free! 

 

Book Talk Invitation!  
Having Read the Book Is Not Required! 
by Lynn Mercurio, BUUK Coordinator  

On Wednesday, March 4, the BUUK club will gather 
to discuss My Friends by Fredrik Backman.  Vicki is 
sharing this book about friendship between four 
teens and their impact on another. Written by the 
author of A Man Called Ove, the impact of relation-
ships and friendships is a theme for humanity. As 
always we meet at the UUFDC from 10-noon.  Hope 
to see you there! 

And a preview of our April 1st selection is The 
Woman Who Fooled the World by Belle Gibson. 
The story of an Australian wellness "influencer" 
who fooled the world by her miraculous medical 
recovery. Recommended by Karin, we will delve 
into her ability to "scam" a country and beyond. 

In Our Gallery “Painted Memories”  
by Margaret Lockwood, 
Exhibited FEB 1—MAR 31 
Coordinated by Karon Winzenz 
Margaret illuminates about her work,  
“My paintings come from memory and im-
agination. Trees in the mist or standing tall, 
twisting branches, a forest, skies of chang-
ing colors. I hope for light, movement, and 
color of my canvases to welcome viewers 
into their own memories and imaginings.”  

Walk-In Tai Chi Classes Continue with Jeff 
Steinberg Sundays at Noon at UUFDC  

Jeff Steinberg, long-time advanced  
student of Tai Chi Master Carol Hoehn is 

offering Tai Chi instruction. This is a “moving 
meditation” lifespan education  

opportunity. The class is free to attend.  

Our Creative Community...  

https://doorcountypulse.com/painted-memories-in-ephraim/
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New Dates for Coffee & Conversation  Article Submitted by Trish Black, Caring Committee Chair 

Last May, the Caring Committee launched Coffee & Conversation, a twice monthly gathering 
designed to help us connect with one another more deeply than is possible during the bus-
tle of post service coffee hour. 

As with many programs, attendance shifts with the seasons. This winter’s smaller numbers 
led us to consider whether we should move to a once a month schedule—or even discontin-
ue the program. Before making any changes, we surveyed those who have participated over 
the past nine months. The results were encouraging: two-thirds of respondents told us that 

Coffee & Conversation is an important part of their community life, and all respondents preferred continuing to 
meet twice a month. With that clear feedback, Coffee & Conversation will continue. 

We will, however, be adjusting our meeting schedule. Beginning in March, we will gather on the 1st and 3rd Thurs-
days of each month, from 9:30–11:00 a.m. in the back meeting room of our building. Coffee and snacks are provid-
ed. Each gathering includes a topic for discussion—sometimes light and rooted in everyday experience, other times 
more reflective, inviting us to pause, share, and explore the deeper currents of our lives. Our March gatherings will 
be held on Thursday, March 5 and Thursday, March 19, from 9:30–11:00 a.m. We hope to see you there. 

Coffee & Conversation is open to everyone. Come when you can, drop in as you are,  
and see what the morning brings. 

Taking Care of Each Other:  
Community Partners  
and UU Traditions 
Article Submitted by Maryanne 
O’Dowd, Outreach Steering  
Committee Chair 
In Door County, community isn’t a 
noun – it’s a verb, and it's a prac-
tice. For those of us shaped by 
Unitarian Universalist traditions,  
it’s also an expression of faith. 

We are taught that declaring a belief alone isn’t enough. 
What matters is what we do, how we translate our faith 
and our values into action. Justice, compassion, the in-
terdependent web of all existence aren’t abstract ideas, 
but invitations. Invitations to ask: Who is being left 
out? Who is struggling quietly? What would love look like 
in action, right now? 

UUFDC's Community Partners Campaign answers those 
questions not with words, but with deeds. The organiza-
tions at the heart of this fundraising effort are addressing 
different challenges rooted in the same truth: stability 
and security extended to one benefits all in our 
 community.  

Door County Housing Partnership helps ensure that  
people who work here, teachers, first responders, ser-
vice workers, and healthcare workers, can afford to live 
here. Housing is dignity. Housing is stability.  

Northern Door Children's Center supports families at the 
formative stages of their kids' lives. Quality childcare  
isn’t a luxury, it’s the foundation that allows parents to 
work, children to thrive, and communities to grow 
stronger. 

Climate Change Coalition of Door County reminds us 
that caring for people also means caring for the place we 
call home. Clean water, resilient shorelines, and a stable 
climate are not optional. Period. 

We are more than halfway through this year's campaign 
and have raised $6,700 for these organizations. We 
pause not just to take stock, but to recommit. 

Now is a meaningful moment to lean into the next Third 
Sunday collection. Or donate at any time: note 
"Community Partners Donation" on your check, or go to 
the donation page at uufdc.org and click  "Community 
Partners Donation.” 

Thank you to everyone who helps make this program a 
meaningful expression of UUFDC's commitment to Door 
County and its people. 

Our Caring Community...  

http://uufdc.org/
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Through a Shaded Lens 
Workshop Series  

by Rev. Mark Richards 
Formed in 1961 through the merger of 
two historic liberal denominations, the 
Unitarian Universalist Association (UUA) 

represents a uniquely American approach to faith. While their theo-
logical roots trace back to early Christianity, both movements 
evolved alongside the birth of the United States. 

The UUA’s growth is inextricably linked to the struggle for racial jus-
tice. Forged at the height of the Civil Rights movement, the denomi-
nation’s development mirrors the racial conflicts that have defined 
the American experience. 

This four-session workshop explores the shifting power dynamics 
between Black and white leaders within the UUA. By applying the 
lens of White Supremacy Culture to Unitarian, Universalist, and UUA 
history, we will examine how a liberal faith navigates systemic ineq-
uity. Through this study, we seek to map a path for our nation to 
overcome the foundational sins of racism and colonialism. 

Sponsored by the Membership Committee, Jan Frystak, Chair  
Free Lunch—All Welcome!  

RSVPS helpful, but not required, email contact@uufdc.org 

 

Only two session remain! 

Each session can stand alone. 

SESSION THREE: The Institutionalization of Anti-
   Racism 

April 12, 2026   12 Noon – 2 PM 
Topics: The 1992 Resolution – a commitment to anti-racism, anti-
oppression, multiculturalism 
 Journey Toward Wholeness – educating our movement 
 The “Southern Witness”  
 partnering with other anti-racism organizations 

 

SESSION FOUR: Widening the Circle and Beyond 
May 3, 2026  12 Noon – 2 PM 
Topics: 2017 Hiring Crisis 
 White Supremacy Teach-in 
 The Commission on Institutional Change Report 
 The 8th Principle and Article II 

 

Announcing Jennifer Sherman Hosting Monthly 
Blue Zone Potlucks at UUFDC!  

Kicks of Monday, March 9th!  

Join Jennifer Sherman at 
UUFDC for a monthly Blue 
Zones / Whole Food Plant-
Based Potluck, inspired by the 
longevity principles shared by 
Dan Buettner and the global 
communities featured in Blue 
Zones. 

We’ll be gathering on the 2nd Monday of each month to 
share nourishing food, practical nutrition insights, and 
meaningful connection. 

Schedule: 
• 5:00 PM – Doors open 
• 5:15 PM – Brief nutrition presentation 
• 5:30–5:45 PM – Dinner and community time 

Please bring a whole food, plant-based dish to share — 
focused on vegetables, fruits, whole grains, beans,  
lentils, nuts, and seeds.  

Recipes should be free of meat, dairy, eggs, and highly 
processed ingredients. 

Need inspiration? You can find excellent Blue Zones–
inspired recipes at: 

•      The recipe section of the Blue Zones website 
(https://www.bluezones.com/recipes) 

•      Forks Over Knives 
(https://www.forksoverknives.com/recipes) 

•      Plant You 
(https://plantyou.com) 

•      Monkey and Me Kitchen Adventures 
(https://
monkeyandmekitchenadventures.com/) 

•      Plant-based sections of your favorite whole-
food blogs 

Whether you’re new to plant-based eating or have years 
of experience, this gathering is a welcoming space to 
learn, taste new dishes, exchange recipes, and build sup-
portive community. 

Please indicate your intention to attend on our Facebook 
Page: Blue Zone / Whole Food Plant Based Potluck. If you 
are not on Facebook Jennifer’s contact is in our  
Fellowship directory.  

Come curious. Leave inspired.  
Bring a friend — and a dish to share!  

Our Active Community...  

https://www.bluezones.com/recipes
https://www.forksoverknives.com/recipes
https://plantyou.com/
https://monkeyandmekitchenadventures.com/
https://monkeyandmekitchenadventures.com/
https://www.facebook.com/events/2968931586629182/2968931593295848?active_tab=about
https://www.facebook.com/events/2968931586629182/2968931593295848?active_tab=about
https://uufdc.org/directory/
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Unitarian Universalist Fellowship of Door County 
10341 Water Street (Hwy 42) Ephraim 

Mailing address: 
PO Box 587, Ephraim, WI 54211 

Phone: (920) 854-7559 
Email: contact@uufdc.org 
Web page: www.uufdc.org 
Sunday Services: 10:00 am 

 

Submit articles and inquires to: 
Sara McKillop contact@uufdc.org 

MARCH Calendar of 

Events 

For the most up-to-date calendar,  

please go to:  

https://uufdc.org/events-

calendar/  

Sun Mon Tue Wed Thu Fri Sat 

1 Terry Goode 

10 AM  SERVICE   
Workshop, 12PM-2 

2 3 4 
 
10AM  
Book Club  

5  
9:30AM Coffee  
Conversation & 
Connection 

6 7 

8 9  
Blue Zone 
Potluck 5PM 

10 11  

Poetry Night 

7PM 

12 
 

13 
 

14 

15 16  
Pizza & 
Movie Party 
12PM-4PM 

17 

 

18    

 

19 

9:30AM Coffee  
Conversation & 
Connection 

20 
 

21  

22 23 24 25 

6PM Board 
Meeting — 
Zoom Only 

26 

 

27 28 

29       

Missed a Sunday Service? Or would you like to share a Service 
with a friend? 
Catch any Sunday Service again on our YouTube UUFDC page. 
Or on our uufdc.org website... 

Donna Johnson 

10 AM  SERVICE   

10 AM  SERVICE   
Jacob Janssen 

Spring Potluck 
10AM-NOON  

Not a formal service. 

3rd Sunday Collection 

Andrew Phillips 
10 AM  SERVICE   

Happy Birthday to those celebrating in March:  

5 DAVE VERMILLION; 7 RICH DIRKS; 11 MARILYN HANSOTIA;  

14 BETH COLEMAN, MONA SIMPSON, AL WITTENKELLER; 16 JAY DICKSON;  

18 RICHARD SCHULTZ, ELLEN SHAHBAZI; 19 SANDRA DIRKS; 21 VICKI ASH;  

22 TOM SCHROEDER;  23 GERHARD BERNHARD; 25 PETE BUDIC; 28 BEN SCHROEDER;  

30 ADRIA DOWLING; 31 JACQUIE POLZIN 

mailto:contact@uufdc.org
http://www.uufdc.org
mailto:contact@uufdc.org
https://uufdc.org/events-calendar/
https://uufdc.org/events-calendar/
https://www.youtube.com/channel/UCyPRxmn-iiV1V5mJDlDqc2A
https://uufdc.org/sunday-services-podcasts/

