
Sunday, September 6th, 10AM 
The Ladder That God Can't Climb with Dr. Larry Adams

Sunday, September 13th, 10AM
The 30  Anniversary of Our First Sunday Serviceth

 30 Years Without A Pope or  …..How Did We Last This Long 
 with Rev. Joan Shiels

Sunday, September 20th, 10AM
Love is as Love Does with Estella Lauter

Sunday, September 27, 10AM
Defending Democracy - Beyond Party Lines

 with Tammie Grossman,
The League of Women Voters of Door County  

Upcoming September Services 
10AM EVERY SUNDAY—10341 WATER ST. HWY 42—EPHRAIM 

THE SERVICES WILL ALSO BE AVAILABLE TO WATCH ONLINE ON OUR YOUTUBE PAGE, LINKED HERE:
https://www.youtube.com/@unitarianuniversalistfello6046/streams 
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SUNDAY, September 6, 10AM, with Dr. Larry Adams
The Ladder That God Can't Climb
Dr. Larry Adams will explore the questions, “What and Why is God? 
And What if He Isn't?"

Dr. Larry Adams is a family practice physician who lives in central Indiana
with his wife, Anita, and their dog and cat. He has spoken on a number of
topics at both Christian and UU churches over the past twenty years.
Recently retired, he spends his days reading, writing, playing pickleball,
acting in community theater, babysitting his new granddaughter, and
generally getting in his wife’s way.

SUNDAY, September 13, 10AM, with Rev. Joan Shiels
30 Years Without a Pope or …..How Did We Last This Long?
Celebrating the 30th Anniversary of UUFDC’s First Sunday Service
We are a church without rigid doctrine. We are a congregation without
clergy. We are a fellowship filled with independent-minded people who
have strong opinions and excellent vocabularies. How did we last so long?
An examination and a celebration. Service will run 10-15 minutes extra. 
Rev. Joan Shiels has been bringing messages of hope, hardship and humor
to our Fellowship for over 23 years. She has graduate degrees in Religion,
Divinity and Theology. She has also worked
as a hospital chaplain and an assisted living chaplain, always listening for a
person’s story.

SUNDAY, September 20, 10AM, with Estella Lauter
"Love is as love does."
What is love? Does it matter how we define it? In All About Love (2000),
the feminist scholar and cultural critic bell hooks defines it as the intent
and accompanying action to ensure one's own and another's ability to
thrive. It involves open and honest expression of care, affection,
responsibility, respect, commitment and trust. 

Estella Lauter, UW Professor Emerita, will explore some differences this idea makes in traditional
ways of understanding love.She engaged in Women's Studies at UW Green Bay, UW Oshkosh and
UW Madison from 1977--2003 and published two books in the field: Women As Mythmakers
(Indiana) and Feminist Archetypal Theory (Tennessee). In retirement, she offered classes on women
writers in the Clearing winter program. Ideas about love were often discussed in these contexts!

Tammie Grossman received her law degree from DePaul University College of Law.  After coming
annually to Door County for over 30 years, she recently retired to Door County after a 35+ year
career working on community economic development issues at both the state and federal level. She
has vast array of experience in fundraising and grants management including compliance and has
served on several boards over the years. 

SUNDAY, September 27, 10AM, with Tammie Grossman, 
Chair of the League of Women Voters of Door County
Defending Democracy - Beyond Party Lines
The League of Women Voters of Door County works to protect and
strengthen democratic values through nonpartisan education, advocacy
and action. Learn about the League's work in our community and
nationally, and why its nonpartisan position is uniquely poised for this
moment in history. A special discussion on the proposed Wisconsin
Constitutional Amendments on the November ballot will follow the service.
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UPCOMING SUNDAY SERVICE SPEAKERS

Ocober 11, 2026 Dick Smythe

October 18, 2026 Martha Marvel

October 25, 2026 Cindy Winkler

November 1, 2026 Jan Frystak

November 8, 2026 Rev. Joan Shiels

November 15, 2026 Rev. Dawn Volpe

November 22, 2026 Katie Dahl

November 29, 2026 Food & Fellowship 5  Sundayth

December 6, 2026 Jeff Pearcy

December 13, 2026 Rev. Karon Sandberg

December 20, 2026, 4PM Rev. Dawn Volpe - Solstice Service
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 SUNDAY, October 4, 10AM, with Dr. Terry Goode - The Importance of the Ontological Argument
The Ontological Argument for the existence of God is familiar to all in the Western Christian tradition.
God exists because the being than whom no greater can be conceived must exist or it wouldn’t be the
greatest! St. Anselm argued this almost 1,000 years ago. Terry thinks it is the most important argument in
philosophy in the last 1,000 years!  But not for reasons you might think. Anselm had no idea what he
unleashed!  Join Terry for a tour of Western philosophical thought about the argument, highlighting the
use of reason (rather than experience) to achieve results, and focusing on the criticisms of the argument,
all of which made important logical not theological points. The Ontological Argument is more important
for its contribution to logic than to theology. The logical criticisms moved philosophy forward in
progressive ways that are still important today.

Terry Goode taught philosophy at the University of South Carolina, UW-Fox Valley,
and UW-Oshkosh. He regularly teaches in Door County for the Clearing in the
winter and Björklunden in the summer. He has spoken frequently at the UUFDC,
and served the fellowship on the Program, Communications, Finance, and Building
& Grounds committees. Terry and his wife, Pam, live in Baileys Harbor, and support
many Door County organizations.

Featuring: C. Kubasta
Sept. Dickinson Poetry Reading

WED, SEPT 9 , 7PM at UUFDCth

C. Kubasta writes poetry, fiction, and
hybrid forms. Her newest book is Under
the Tented Skin from Unsolicited Press.
She is the executive director at Shake Rag
Alley Center for the Arts in Mineral Point,
and president of the Wisconsin Fellowship
of Poets. Find her at ckubasta.com and
follow her on Instagram at
@CKubastathePoet.

On the SECOND Wednesday of every
month the Dickinson Poetry Series features
a renowned local or regional poet followed
by an open mic, providing an opportunity
for others to read their poetry. A reception
follows, affording an opportunity to meet
the poets. Coordinated by Donna Johnson
& Peggy Lott.

https://www.unsolicitedpress.com/shop/p/under-the-tented-skin?rq=kubasta
https://www.unsolicitedpress.com/shop/p/under-the-tented-skin?rq=kubasta
https://shakeragalley.org/
https://shakeragalley.org/
https://www.wfop.org/
https://www.wfop.org/
http://ckubasta.com/
https://www.instagram.com/ckubastathepoet/
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For contact information view our
Fellowship Directory. Need the

password? Email contact@uufdc.org 

New to UUFDC? 
Join our mailing list by sending a
request to contact@uufdc.org 

 Website: uufdc.org, 
Facebook: facebook.com/uufdc 

September President’s Corner
One of my favorite poems is “Circles” by Kentucky
writer and farmer Wendell Berry; so much that it
graced the cover of Curt’s and my wedding
invitation 34 years ago:

“Within the circles of our lives we dance the
circles of the years, the circles of the seasons
within the circles of the years, the cycles of the
moon within the circles of the seasons, the
circles of our reasons within the cycles of the
moon. Again, again, we come and go changed,
changing. Hands join, unjoin in love and fear,
grief and joy. The circles turn each into each into
all…” 

 

Our Mission 

 

Guided by the Seven Principles of
Unitarian Universalism,

 our Door County Fellowship:
Celebrates diverse beliefs
Inspires spiritual growth,
intellectual inquiry, and
creative expression
Cares actively for the
wellbeing of its Fellowship
family and the larger
community
Practices conscientious
stewardship of the earth
upon which all life depends
Pursues equality and justice
for all people

Governing Board Officers
President

Beth Coleman
president@uufdc.org

Vice President
Liz Hansen
Treasurer

David Studebaker
Secretary

Cindy Nelson
 At-Large Directors

Anna Knapp 
Joe Graboyes
 Nora Flood

Berry the farmer speaks to the natural world that unfolds within our lives:
the seasons and cycles where we savor the ripe taste of a late summer
tomato, the extravagant roundness and wonder of this recent Sturgeon full
moon, the bittersweet transition of the approaching Fall equinox.  

And Berry the writer has lived along side us as we grapple with the very
human circles and cycles of life transitions, shifting family responsibilities,
illness, political tensions, fiscal uncertainty, sorrow, wonder, loss, joy.  Ever
pragmatic, he reminds us that life is always about change. 

So I find great consolation in his conscious use of “we”—the clear reminder
that while we often navigate these realities as individuals, when our  “hands
join, unjoin” they do so within the circle of a larger community as well. Our
beloved UUFDC is such a place where the circles of our lives do overlap and
we find meaningful connection as we engage and connect with care and
authenticity.

This month in particular is a season of change and celebration for UUFDC as
we acknowledge our commitment to the well-being of this Fellowship and
the larger Door County Community. We thank Trish Black for her years of
dedicated leadership of the Caring Committee, as we transition and welcome
Jennifer Sherman into the new role of Caring Coordinator on September 1.
On September 13 we’ll be honoring UUFDC’s 30th anniversary with a
celebratory service, installing Jennifer in her new role, and sharing our
collected “Third Sunday” gifts with our three community partners.  And on
September 20 the board will hold a retreat where we’ll reflect on UUFDC’s
past as we envision the challenges and opportunities ahead—and explore
our strengths and capabilities for meeting them.

I think of all the cycles and seasons that have unfolded during the 30 years of
this Fellowship’s existence—the changes, challenges, conversations, and
covenants; the leadership, lessons, loss, laughter and love.   And I look
forward to the circles and cycles that await this beloved community as we
lean into our future and continue living with compassion and courage
through times of “ love and fear, grief and joy.”   May it be so.
Blessings,
Beth Colmean

https://uufdc.org/directory/
https://uufdc.org/directory/
https://uufdc.org/
https://uufdc.org/
https://uufdc.org/
https://www.facebook.com/uufdc
https://www.facebook.com/uufdc
https://www.facebook.com/uufdc


The newly named Community Outreach Team (COT), formerly the Outreach Steering Committee, is now
one of the teams operating under the Social Justice Committee. In conjunction with the UUFDC Fellowship,
the team chooses community partners each fiscal year. Donations accumulated during a fiscal year,
including all 3rd Sunday collections, are shared equally among the selected partners.

The COT thanks all of you for your responses to the survey we recently conducted for fiscal year 2026-27.
We had 68 surveys returned, which is about 2/3 of our Fellowship. A fantastic result!

After reviewing the results, the three organizations who received the most votes, and will be our partners
for this fiscal year, are the Door County Food Pantry Coalition, the Northern Door Children’s Center, and
the Door County Housing Partnership.

We will be connecting two of the other organizations that were on the survey, CCCDC (Climate Change
Coalition of Door County) and the Latino Emergency Assistance Fund, with these three partners. We will
provide more detail on that in the future.

Putting the three partners from last year on the survey, and seeing the survey results, showed the team
that you still felt it was important to continue supporting the issues of childcare and housing in our
community. In this third year of our outreach program, our team’s goal is to look at how things have
worked in the first two years and to see how we can improve the process even more.

We will also be presenting a check to each of our partners for the 2025-2026 fiscal year on September 13
after the service. Each of them will receive over $3600. We hope many of you can be there. We thank you
for your generous support to this program.

Look for more information on our three current partners in future eblasts and newsletters. Please contact
Jane Wise, Cyndy Stiehl, or Nora Flood with any questions or comments you would like to share about the
program.
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Our Connected Community

Community Outreach Team Update
Submitted by Jane Wise

A 30th Anniversary Celebration Activity
Walk to End Alzheimer's: September 19, 2026

8:30 Registration
9:30 Opening Ceremony 10:00 Walk in the Park

Parking lot, Stella Maris, Fish Creek
NEEDED - Walkers (as long or as short as you want) 

Donors (as much or as little as you want)
Volunteers (miscellaneous - contact Jane or Cindy)

REGISTRATION - online at alz.org/walk
Cari Josephson cajosephson@alz.org 

QUESTIONS - Jane Wise & Cindy Nelson (contact in UU Directory)

https://alz.org/walk
https://uufdc.org/directory/


 Our Encouraging Community

 

A Thank You from our 2026 UUFDC
Scholarship Recipient
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Social Justice Scholarship Team Updates - Submitted by Jane Wise & Cindy Nelson

Reconnections of Gratitude
My name is Isabella Dippel.  I'm a former recipient of
your Social Justice Scholarship, and as I'm about to move
to London in a few weeks to begin studying for my
master's degree in musical theatre at the Royal Central
School of Speech and Drama, I'd like to send my
appreciation along with some updates to those sponsors
who made my undergraduate degree possible.

Over the past few years, I've worked with activist groups
on campus; volunteered here in Door County whenever
I've had the chance; performed in countless plays,
musicals, and operas; grew in my skills and passion for
writing; crafted a grief-and-growth-centered capstone
recital; and graduated from the University of Illinois
Urbana-Champaign with high honors. This summer,
while preparing for this huge upcoming shift, I also have
the joy of playing Luciana in Play-by-Play Theatre's
regional touring production of Shakespeare's The
Comedy of Errors, as well as continuing to sing and play
the piano for various events across Door County.

Your support has meant a great deal to my family and I,
especially as we go forward into this new chapter and
international move.

If anyone would like Isabella's contact, or would like to
support her in this next endeavor, see Jane or Cindy for
information.

Axel Howard, a 2026
graduate of Sturgeon
Bay High School, sent
this message to the
Fellowship:

I want to thank the members of the UUFDC for selecting
me to receive this scholarship.

As someone who has not always had a further education
guaranteed in terms of finances, it means a lot to have a
large sum of my expenses taken care of. I am so excited
to go to college and experience more of the world, and
receiving this scholarship means the world to me. Given
my current financial aid situation, I’m close to not having
to take out any student loans for my freshman year. I am
so thankful that all of you thought I was worthy enough
to receive this scholarship, and I am determined to put
the money awarded to good use.

Once again, thank you so much, from the bottom of my
heart, for selecting me for this scholarship.

We look forward to Axel visiting with us during one of
their holiday breaks from college.

In Our UUFDC Gallery: Woven Squares of Protection and Empowerment
AKA hand-woven potholders to benefit a student’s college fund!

$22.00, sold at our UU Gallery. These 100% cotton potholders are the perfect addition to
your kitchen, dining room table, and gift-giving. They are student-made by Adra, a

sophomore Accounting major in central Wisconsin. Proceeds go directly to her college fund. 
These pieces are a part of the current show: Trash Talk: Sustainability in Focus, an

exhibition of quilts and mixed media by Maday Delgato. Coordinated by Karon Winzenz.
Gallery Open: [M.W.Th.] 1-4PM & 10AM-2PM Sunday 

Exhibited August 2nd to September 27th, 2026 
Learn more about Maday at:

https://www.sustainabletextiledesign.com/
https://www.instagram.com/sustainabletextiledesign/



Join Jennifer Sherman at UUFDC for a monthly Blue Zones / Whole Food Plant-Based Pot-
luck, inspired by the longevity principles shared by Dan Buettner and the global communi-
ties featured in Blue Zones. 
We are gathering on the 2nd Monday of each month to share nourishing food, practical 
nutrition insights, and meaningful connection. 
Please bring a whole food, plant-based dish to share — focused on vegetables, fruits, whole 
grains, beans, lentils, nuts, and seeds. Recipes should aspire to be free of meat, dairy, eggs, 
and highly processed ingredients. 
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Jennifer Sherman Hosting Monthly Blue Zone Potlucks at UUFDC! - Monday, Sept. 14th! 
5:00PM–Doors open|5:15PM–Brief nutrition presentation|5:30–5:45PM–Dinner & community time 

MONTHLY OPPORTUNITIES TO GATHER AROUND THE TABLE & CONNECT
Coffee & Conversation is open to everyone. Come when you can,

drop in as you are, and see what the morning brings. 
We gather on the 1st and 3rd Thursdays of each month, from 9:30–11AM, in the
back meeting room of our building. Coffee and snacks are provided. Each gathering
includes a topic for discussion—sometimes light and rooted in everyday experience,
other times more reflective, inviting us to pause, share, and explore the deeper
currents of our lives. Our July gatherings will be held on Thursday, September 3 and
Thursday, September 17.

 

Our Connected Community

The UUFDC Memorial Garden has
been a resting place for our
beloved Members and Friends
since 2010. Located in the meadow
behind our building, it provides a
peaceful, contemplative setting to
remember and honor those who
have passed.

Thank you Marilyn Hansotia and
Al Johnson for caretaking the
Garden this spring/summer 

BUUK Club: October Meeting - Coordinated by Lynn Mercurio
On Wednesday, October 7, at UUFDC we will meet to discuss 

The Things We Never Say by Elizabeth Strout.
 Learn more about the book at this GoodReads link.

https://www.goodreads.com/book/show/242082631-the-things-we-never-say


Sunday Monday Tuesday Wednesday Thursday Friday Saturday

1 2 3 4 5

6 7 8 9 10 11 12

13 14 15 16 17 18 19

20 21 22 23 24 25 26

27 28 29 30

For the most up-to-date calendar, please go to: https://uufdc.org/events- calendar/

Unitarian Universalist Fellowship of Door County 10341 Water Street (Hwy 42) Ephraim
Mailing address: PO Box 587, Ephraim, WI 54211  Phone: (920) 854-7559

Email: contact@uufdc.org  Web page: www.uufdc.org  Year-round Sunday Services: 10:00 am

Happy Birthday wishes to: 9/1 Cari Lewis; 9/2 Katie Baar, David Clowers; 
9/3 Karen Studebaker; 9/5 Alan Kopischke; 9/10 Karen Corekin; 9/14 Simon Kopischke; 

9/16 Jane Wise; 9/18 Mark Richards; 9/20 Michelle Honore; 
9/21 Karl Wise; 9/24 Carol Boyd, Ken Mueller; 

9/25 Amy Bawden,  David Studebaker; 9/27 Carrie Link, Shirley Williams 
 Septem

ber 2026

10AM
Service
Dr. Larry
Adams

10AM 
30th
Anniversary
Service 
Rev. Joan
Shiels

10AM
Service
League of
Women
Voters

10AM
Service
Estella
Lauter

Walk to End
Alzheimer's
see pg. 5 

5PM Blue
Zone
Potluck

9:30AM
Coffee &
Convo.
Hosted by
Caring
Comm.

9:30AM
Coffee &
Convo.
Hosted by
Caring
Comm.

Jennifer
Sherman's
1st Day as
Caring
Coordinator!

Board
Meeting
6PM In-
Person at
UUFDC

7PM
Dickinson
Poetry
Reading

30th
Anniv.
Event:
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